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THE ARGUMENT. 

CHARLES and his Paladins attack Rodomont, and at last aompel 
him to leave the city. He repasses the Sdne, and hears that DoraUs 
is carried off by Mandrieaida Hodomont being gone^ Charles re* 
tarns to the fiekU General battle renewed with great slaughter on 
both sides. Ferrau and DanlineUosignali^ themselves. Lurcanio 
tilled by Dardinello. Gryphon being set at liberty, to revenge 
the shame he had suffered, makes a great slaughter among the peo- 
ple of Damascus. Narandino appeases hinu Aquilant meets with 
Martano and Origilla, seizes and carries them to Damascus : end of 
that adventure. Korandino institates another tournament in hon- 
our of Gryphon. Arrival of Sansonetto, Astdpho, and Marphisa, 
at Damascus. Confusion on account of a suit of armour offered by 
the king as the prize of the victor. MaiphiMi, Astolpho,and San- 
sonetto overthrow aU opposers. Gryphon and Aquilant unhorsed. 
At last the four knights are known to each other, and peace is re- 
stored. Astolpho, Sansonetto, Gryphon, Aqiiilant, an4 MarpUsa 
departfor France t they embark on board a ship ; arrive at Cyprus; 
axetfvertakoibyadreadMstorm. Acoountof the genenlbattle 
remaned. DanUndtois shun by BinaUo. The Pagans begin to 
give ground; at last the rout becomes universal, and the Pagans re- 
tire to their entrenehments. Medoro and Cloridano, two Mooiisli 
youths leave their postt in the middle of the night, and venture into 
the enemy's camp in order to seek out, and give burial to the body 
•ftlieir dead master, DardineUo. 
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STILL, geneixMis prinee ! my loyal muse displays 

Your high deserts, and ever seeks to praise : 

But much I fear too weak t' exalt your name. 

She hut defrauds you of a nohler fame. 

Amidst your virtues, one ahove the rest 5 

My tongue, my hosom ever has coofess'd : 

While open audience all from you receive. 

None find you ever ready to helieve 

Each light report — your goodness will hefriend 

Th' accus'd when absent, oft attention lend 10 

To each fair plea, and keep a gracious ear 

When present, from himself his tale to hear ; 

And rather months and years the cause defer. 

Than to another's wrong in hasty sentence err. 

Had Norandino well his conduct wei^'d, 1 i 

His lips might ne'er on Gryphon's head hs^e laid 
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The doom unjust : while hooour crowns your name, 

He, unadvis'd, has stain'd his future fame. 

Through him his people breathless on the plain. 

Fall by the raging hand of Gryphon slain : 90 

Wlio thrusts or whirls, by turns, the mortal steel, 

An4 ^\ffiiSj6^ the car lus fury feel. 

Swift fly the rest, as terror bids them stray ; 

One seeKS Sie field, and one the beaten way ; 

One hopes again to enter in the wall ; S9 

Where each on each in mingled heaps they &U. 

Without a word or menace Gryphon glows 

With silent wrath, tio soft compassion knows, 

But drives his swoi*d amidst the trembling throngs 

▲nd takes dire vengeance for his former wrongs. 3Q 

Of those, who first dispersing o'er the plain. 

With nimble feet the city walls can gain. 

Impetuous some, as sense of danger sways. 

Forgetful of their friends the drawbridge raise. 

Some fly with ghastly looks in pale affright, 55 

Nor cast a look behind them in their flight : 

While wide in every distant quarter rise 

The shouting clamours and distressful cries. 

Aerce Gryphon, as aloft the bridge they drew, 

(HI chance for them) two luckless wretches flew. 49 

Of these, one dash'd against the stony plain 

Poured from his batter'd skull the smoaking brain : 

One, wounded in the breast, fell headlong down. 

As up the walls he climb'd to reach the town : 

The trembling crowds, with terror chill'd, behold 45 

The breathless carcass from the ramparts roll'd. 

Great is the fear that many a mind appalls, 

Lest furious Gryphon should o'erleap the walls: 

Not deeper tumults could around prevail. 

Should the stem Soldan with his host assail 50 



d by Google 



B.Mmm^ ORLANDO FURIOSO. 

DaQAascui^ gates — arms flash, loud shoata ascend ; 
Now here, now there the tlirong^ng people hend : 
Timbrels and trumpets mingled pour around 
The deafening noise, and to the sides resound. 

But let us for awhile forbear to tell 5 5 

Wliat fortune next the gallant knight befel : 
Now must the verse the deeds of Charles reciU", 
Who bent on Rodomont his fearless might, 
And in his train seven daring warriors led, 
T* avenge his subjects by the Pagan dead. iW 

Tlie foe defended with his scaly hide 
Of proof resistless, every arm defy'd ; 
Eight spears at once from eiglit such warriors sr.iit 
He felt, yet scai'cely to the tempest bent : 
But as the vessel, yielding to the gale, C5 ' 

Swift rises as the pilot shifts the sail 
To eatch the wind ; so Rodomont arose, 
Though scarce a mountain could have borne the blows. 
To j«in the warlike eight whom late I told, — * 

Full many a chie^ whose actions Fame enroU'd, 70 

Endos'd the foe : with these the treacherous name 
Of Gannelon, with these good Turpin came ; 

Ver. S5, But la mfor awhilefoi'bear to tell} The story of Go'phpn 
If eondnued in this book, ver. 395. 

Ver. 71. —with ihae the treacherous name 

Of Gannelon,— 2 An inveterate enemy to the houKs of 
BinsUo and Orlando^ and as tach reodtded by Paid, Boyaido, and 
otberronwaeewnters. GanneUm or Gaao ii frequently mentioned 
ia Don Quixote. 

Ver. 72. --good Turpinr-} Turpin, archbiahop of Bheinu, reputed 
author of the fabubus bistoi7 of Charlemain and his twelve peerv • 
tbeauthority of this prelate is fVeqoently brought foith by Ariosto 
in evidence of many actions recorded in Uqs poen^ to which he ^ said 
to have hepk an eye-witness. 

B2 
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6 ORLANDO FURIOSO. St XTIH, 

And Arimon, and English Edward, late .i 

Reoeiv'd by Charles in Paris' regal gate. 

As built on Alpine rockSy with stately pride^ 75 

A castle that has every force defy'd. 
Unshaken stands, when whirlwinds sweeping round. 
Tear oaks and beeches from the groaning ground ; 
Firm in himself the haughty Pagan stood, 
Inflam'd with fury, and athirst for blood. ^ 

As roaring storms the coming bolt presage : 
So vengeance follows his destixictive rage. 
At him, that nearest press'd, the stroke he dealt i 
Hapless Ughetto of Dordona felt 

^rhe rushing blade : cleft to the teeth he dy'd, SS 

Nor ought avail'd his helm of temper try'd. 
On every limb by turns the Pagan found 
Some weapon light, but light without a wound. 
Secured from harm, tlie di'agon's jointed scale 
Impervious, made each sword and javelin fail. 9Q 

And now, attending at their sovereign's call. 
Each quits the gate and well-defended wall { 
And hastes to battle, where his prince's sight 
Swells every breast and strings each nerve for fl^t 
As when, amid the circus' bound endos'd, 95 

Stands a fierce lioness, for sport expos'd, 
If chance a lordly bull is loos'd to wage 
The public combat with her threat'ning rage. 
Her tawny cubs behold (unseen before) 
The stately beast and hear his dreadful roar : 100 

They view his igsiple horns with strange amase. 
And while they view, with doubtful terror gaze : 
But if then- dam with savage teeth invade 
The bull's strong chest, they haste their dam to aid ; 
Now at his back, now at his paunch they fly, \0& 

And thirst in blood their tender paws to dye. 
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». XVm. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 7 

Against the Pagan thus the Christians drew : 

From roofs and windows some their weapons threw : 

3ome closer press'd, while, all around him rain'd. 

His head a ponderoos shower of arras sustaiii'd. 1 10 

Still more and more they throng (a mingled train) 

The space can hardly horse and foot contain. 

From every part, like clustering hees, they pour ; 

Though most, unarmM, no warlike weapons hore. 

And came but to be slain—* the Pagan's rage 1 1 S 

Could scarce suffice their numbers to engage. 

Still grows his totl'-«till crowds to crowds succeed. 

Though hundreds by his fatal prowess bleed. 

His br^th in shorter pantings comes and goes ; 

He sees, unless his arm can stem the foes, 120 

While yet unhurt his strength and limbs remain. 

Hereafter must he hope t' escape in Tain. 

Now here, now there he turns his balefhl eyes, 
And every pass with numbers closM espies. 
Around him now his murderous sword he threw ; 1 25 

And swift^ as fury urg'd, resistless flew 
On Britain's late rais'd bands his force tQ shed, 
The bands by Arimon and Edward led. 
Whoe'er has from the throng'd piazza view'd 
The giddy populace in heaps pursu'd IM\ 

' By some wild bull, that all the day has met 
With goads and wounds, by men and dogs beset : 
He foams, he snorts, he drives them round and round. 
And this, now that he tosses from the ground ; 
Sudi may he deem, bat far more dreadful i^ows 135 

The cruel African amidst his fbes ! 
Fall twenty with his sword he cleaves in twain. 
As many headless from his stroke remam. 
He mows down fives ; as by the pruner's hand 
TooDg vinesaad sallows lopt bestrow tiie famd., }4Q 
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8 ORLANDO FURIOS0. B> XVHI. 

Thus dreadful Rodomont the carnage spread v 
Where'er he pass'd : at length o'er pUea of dead 
He tnm'd hia tteps to quit the hostile town^ 
But 'midst bis flight no marks of fear were shown ; 
Retreating now the nearer Seine he views 145 

That from the ramparts to the plain pursues 
its silent course— 4he throngs around him press, 
Urge him hehind, nor let him part in peace. 
As in Xomadia's or Massilia's shade, 
The generous beast whom hunters bold invade, 150 

Even while he flies with noble fury burns, 

And, threatening^ slowly to his woods returns : 

So Rodomont, in whose high soul appears 

No abject thought, hemm'd in witli swords and speai^ 

With darts and javelins like a bristled wood, 155 

Slow drags his lingering steps to reach the flood. 

Again he turns, again with brandish'd blade 

A hundred sent to tread the Stygian shade. 

At length, compcU'd, he gives, to numbers, way. 

Submits to fortune and resigns the day : 160 

With aU his arms he plunges in the tide ; 

His nervous limbs the flashing waves divide. 

Afric near bi'ed his like ; though Afric's earth 

Gave Haimibal and great Anteus birth. 

Soon as he reaoh'd &e shore, his ruthless mind 1 65 

Again repented that he left behind 

The town unsack'd ; again his thoughts aspire 

Her sons to sUy and wrap her walls in fire. 

While thus he paus'd^ one drawing near he vicw'd. 

That MKRi with other cares his wrath subdu'd : 170 

But who this envoy, fits not here to tell ; 

Fbrst learn what chance in oth» parts befel. 

Ver. ITS. Firtt fesrn— ] The stury is continued in diis book, ^tt. 
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B. XVm. OHLANBO FUmOSO. 9 

When DSscord bad received the U^ commind 
To kmdle strife amidst the Pagan band, 
She Fraud commissions in her stead to keep 175 

The convent^s cells, nor let Contention sleep 
Till her retom ; then calls her sister Pride, 
Who in one dome aecustom'd to reside 
Consents to go, hut midst the holy train 
Bids, in her place, Hypovisy remain. 110 

Nov Pride and Discord on their baleful way 
To where eneamp'd the Christian army lay 
Urge all their speed, when to their sight appears 
Afflicted Jealousy with jaundice fears : 
With her a dwarf, from Doralls the fair 185 

Bispabeh'd to Rodomont the news to bear 
How late in Afandricardo's hand she fell ; 
Kor need the muse again th' adTentore tell. 

It ehanc'd that Jealousy the dwarf had found. 
His message soon she learnt and whither bound ; 190 

Then joinM with him an enterprise to share 
That seem'd to claim her own peculiar care. 
Well pleas'd was Discord Jealousy to view, -* 

But more her cause of coming when she knew ( 

From whom such hope of powerful aid she drew. 195 j 
Lo ! hence the seeds to mix in mortal war 
Stem Rodomont and Agricanes' heir : 
For other chiefs she other plans may frame. 
But this suffices her to spread the flame. 

Now with the dwarf arriving where the hand 200 

Of Rodomont destroyed each Christian band ; 
They reach'd the Seine what time his silver tide 
The Turk had cross'd, who when tlie dwarf he spy'd, 

Ver. 185. H^ her a dwarf-'} Dwarft and damKls were common 
ibenax^tn in the dayi «f duvalry, and as such ottnu mentioned iii 
PmC^iiiote. 
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£Bb -wrath he amoolh'd, his lowering brow he clettr'd, 

And sodden gladness in his looks iq)pear^d : 805 

All unprepar'd for what he soon most find. 

An insult which his soul loA ne'er divin'd. 

The dwarf he met, and with a smiling face :* 

How fiures our dame, and whither bends thy pace i 

Then he^-Nor mine nor yours I call the dame 31 

To whom another now asserts his claim : 
But yester's son, as in her tent she lay, 
A amgle warrior heVd \m bloody way 
Through all her guards, and thence, by force eonrey'd, 
The royal fair his weeping captive made. i\S 

He said; when Jealousy stept forth and press'd 
(Cold as an asp) the warrior to her breast. 
Now Discord spikes her flint the fire to raise, 
Whfle Pride beneath the ready fewel lays : 
Quick bunts the flame, through all the Pagan flies SfZO 
The raging pest and flashes from his eyes : 
He sighs, he groans^ f uU horribly he roars^ 
Blaspheming Heaven and Heaven's immortal powers. 
As when the tigress to her empty den 
Too late returning snuffs the track of men, 9^5 

And finds her darlbg young ones borne away, 
Nor hills, nor streams, her raging course delay ; 
Thus the dread Saracen with fhiy burnt. 
Lead on !— -he cries as to the dwarf he turns : 
He seeks no steed, nor car, bat, like the wind, Wy 

Flies o'er the plain and leaves the war behind : 

Ver. 2lfi. -iMaleiuy m^fmih andfim^d 

CColdasan oMp) ths vforrim- U htr kreaH*'} Without 
danger of inearring the censure of blind partiaUty, often so jutdy 
duuiged on tnmalaton, I may mrely venture to point out this par 
sage to the reader, and indeed the whole deicnptiqn of Ilia iei^h^ 
of BodDiHiiit,atal 
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Ko Conner will he wak, reatA^d to take 

The first that Fortane's gift his own ihsU make. 

Hien Discord, whohishunost sq«1 mtrvey'd, 

Tom'd to her sister Pride, and anuling sud ; 985 

His footsteps diall we guide to fiad a steed 

That other eonteati, other woes willhreed f 

The care be imne, where'or he rores the hind» 

No horse hot one lAall meet hia daring hand. 

To Charles we turo, who DOW, the Pagan fled, 340 

Forbade the flames exdngoish'd more to spread : 
His troops he marshall'd : some with wdonr fir^d 
To goard the posts that chief thdr aid reqnir'd : 
The rest he sast agsinst tiie Piq;mi train 
To meet theh- strongest force in open plain ; 945 

And throagh eaieh pass a nameroos army pours, 
From Saint Ctorraano and Saint VictDr^s towers ; 
Then near Ma:N»eUa^ gate bids erery hand. 
Together join'd in rank of battle stand, 
ineitmg all their fiuthiess foea to quell 950 

With deeda that e^ery fiitore time might tdl ; 
Their banners rang'd, he pointa their noble rage. 
And gives the trumpet's aignal to engage. 

King Agramani had try'd, nor tr/d in vain. 
Though hemm'd with foes^ his courser to regain : 9S5 

Remounted now, agunst the knight* who lov'd 
Fair Isabella, sing^ fight he proved. 
With king Sobriaa hold Lareani^ do^d : 
Rinaldo stood agafrist a troop opposed, 
WhaoL (Fortune smiling on hia dauntless might) 960 

He slew, dispers'd, o'ertum^d, and chased in flight 

•Zerbino. 
Ver. 340. To Charles we turn-^'} Tha p«A folbwi lUdoiMBt, 
Bask* xadii.. Ter. 837. 
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So fitted the irap--<vhen Charies his legioiu bnioght 

To charge the i%ar where king ManUiuB fought : 

Beneath whose standards crowd the flower of Spam, 

His foot the midst compose^ hit horse the wings sustain. S$5- 

The monarch leads th' assauit-^the hills around, 

Tlfe vales return the drum's and trumpet's sound. 

Already now the Pagan's seem'd to yield. 

And soon, with broken files^ had left the field, 

But Falairones came, and at his side ^0 

Grandonio, both in greater dangers try'd ; 

With Balugantes, Serpentino fam'd. 

And bold Femm who &us aloud exclaim*d : 

O friends belot'd ! O ! onee of martial might \ 
O ! brethren ! yet maintain this arduous fight ! 975 

Give what to fame we owe— yon hostile train 
Shall weave, like spiders' nets, their toils-in vain ! 
Think what rewards, what honours must attend. 
Should Fortune on this day our arms befriend : 
Think what our loss and never-ending shame, SM 

If basely driven from such a field of fame. 

A ponderous spear he wielded as he spoke. 
And aun'd at Berluiger the forceful stroke ; 
(Whose arm so well with Argalifik sped. 
He burst the fendng helmet from his head) S85 

Now Bellinger overthrown, his fiital blade 
Eight hapless warriors near him prostrate laid. 
In other parts what warlike numbers fell 
Befisre Rinakio, scarce the muse can tell : 
Thou might'st have seen, amidst th' embattled field S90 
The flying squadrons to his fury yield. 
No less 2erbino and lArcanio, fii^d 
With martial heat, the tongue of praise inspired ; 
That, with a speeding thrust Balestro slew, 
Thia^ Fiaadun/s helmet deft in two : 995 
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The first the loreet of Alzertie swvfdt 

That late beibre TaBn)06e(/a rale obeyed s 

The second held beneath hk fai|^ eonuaandy 

Zamora, Safia, and Maroeco^s band. 

Was there (metluiiksyoa cry) wHh sword and ihieU 390 

Nohn^t of Afrifito diq^e the field ? 

Avhile attend— nor deem one worthy name 

Shall pass defiraaded of his rightful fiime. 

Nor shall Zumara's kuag be left unsungy 

Brave DardineUo from Almontes sprang, 305 

Whose lanee, in rest agamst the Christians set, 

Dnlphino of the moont, and £lius met ; 

Haberty of Mirford, Chndio of the grore : 

On Pinamontes th»i his swotd he drove. 

On good Anselmo of Stanforma's powers ; 910 

And Raymond sent from London's statefy towers. 

These seven, renown'd in arms, to euth he threw. 

Two senseless, one he wounded, four he slew. 

Bui all his worth avaiTd not to restrain 

His people's panic and their ranks detain StS 

To meet our troops^ who, less in numbei^ fiioght 

With nobler warmA, and tq,the eombal: Iwought 

Whate'er exalts the warrior in the field, 

like skill to rest the lance, or lift the shield. 

The Moors in Setta and Zomara bred, 990 

Those of Mcnroeco and Canara fled t 

But with the foremost fled Alza-be's train. 

Whose flight the noble youth* c^^os'd in vain. 

At length, with threats and prayers bj turns addrest, 

He rousi'd the flame in every goierous breast 3^ 

If in your memory worthy y^ to dwell 
Almontes Icves— ibis present hour shall tell } 

* DardineUo. 
yoi. in. C 
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This hour shall show, if midst his foes eQelM*d| 

Tou leave in me liis son to death expos'd. 

Stay ! I eoiyure you— hy my tender age 33D 

From which your hopes could future fame pretagt ! 

Shall each brare chief by hostile swords be slain^ 

And none revisit Afrie's lov'd domain ? 

Surrounded here, all safety else deny^d. 

Our firm knit bauds alone can cleave the tide. 3S5 

What fosse, what ramparts our i^tum oppose. 

What mountains rise between^ what ocean flows ! 

Here let us rather die, than sink so low 

To wait the mercy of a Christian foe. 

O ! then be firm*— in tliis, my friends, remain 340 

Our dearest hopes, all other hopes at^e vain \ 

Like us the foes have hut two hands to wield^ 

One soul to fire them, and one life to yield. 

So spoke the generous youth, and speaking gave 
The earl of Athol to the greedy grave. 345 

The dear remembnmoe of Almontes ran 
Through Afrie's host, and spread from man to man : 
Each deem'd it nobler now with glorious arms . 
To guard their lives, tlian fly impending harms. 
William of Bumick, tall of stature, tow Vd 350 

Above his peers, but Dardinello's sword 
Levell'd him with the rest—ftnd near him reft 
His life from Arimon and headless left : 
(A Cornish champion)*-a8 ht pressed the plam 
His brotlier haste»'d to his aid in vain. 355 

Betwixt his shoulders Daixiiuello jent 
The reeking steel, that thixMigh his bosom went. 
Through Bogio's belly next he thrust the blade. 
And freed him from his promise lately made : 
Vainly he promis'd to his weeping wife, 36t 

Six moeos should bring him back with fame and life . 
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Brave Dardinello near Lureanlo 'spy'd. 
By whom, but then overthrown, Docfaino dy'd, 
Pcerc'd through the throat ; by whom, with gory head. 
Cleft to the teeth, lay bleeding Gardo dead. 365 

He saw Alt^us, dearer than his life. 
Attempt too late to fly the bloody strife. 
Full at his nape the stroke Luroanio aim'd. 
And stretch'd him dead : Almontes' son enflam'd 
With thirst of vengeance, graspM his rearly spear, 370 
And vow'd to Macon (did his Macon hear) 
Should slain Lurcanio that day's triumph grace. 
His empty arms within the mosque to place. 
Then through the ranks with rapid speed he flies, 
And to his side so well the lance applies, $T5 

Herc'd through and through he hurls him to the plun. 
And instant bids his followers strip the slain. 

What tongue shall ask if Ariodantes moum'd 
His brother's slaughter! If in rage he bnm'd 
With his own hand to give the vengeful blow, 3^0 

And Dardinello send to shades below ? 
In vsm he raves— not more the Pagan foes. 
Than thronging Christians his design oppose : 
Yet eager for revenge, n6w here, now there, 
He whirls his sword, breaks through, and mows the wav. 585 
T' engage the Christian Dardinello flies, ■> 

But thronging round him spears and javelins rise, C 

And the thick press the knights to meet denies. j 

One chief no less the Moorish trooi> destroys, 
Than one the English, Franks, and Scotch annoys : 390 
Yet these to close in battle fate withstands, 
One doom'd to &11, but fall by greater hands. 
Behold Rinaldo comes by for^^iUie led 
To gain new fame from DavJftnello dead, 
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Bat here no more— the mue averts the stnin 995 

From deeds of gloiy on the western plain^ 
To where she Giyphon left, whose armo'erthrewy 
With yengeful rage, Damascus' tremhlii^; crew. 
King Norandino, whom the din alarms. 
The dty leaves with all his eoort in arms : 400 

A thousand men his faithful guard supply. 
And round he sees the timorons people ffy. 
Meantime, the vulgar crowd dispersed and fled. 
Those luckless arms, that late his shame had hred, 
(Such arms as fortune then voochsaTd to lend) 40S 

Brave Gryphon seiz'd his person to defend ; 
And near a temple, with strong walls immor'dy 
Whose sdte a deep enclosing fosse seenr'd. 
Upon a narrow bridge his station diose 
To guard him safely from surrounding foes. 410 

Behold where from the portal near him drew. 
With many a ihout and threat, the warrior crew. 
Yet Gryphon still, unmov'd, his place maintain'd. 
As if his fearless soul their force disdain'd : 
Onward he sprung : he grasp'd his glittering blade, 415 
And many a gasping warrior breathless laid ; 
Then, to the bridge again retreating, hiy 
Safe from attack, and held his fi)e8 at bay. 
Again he issu'd, and again withdrew, -^ 

And dy'd each time the ground to crimson hue, 420 C 
While horse and foot by turns to earth he threw. 3 

Still more and more the troops unitbg swarm. 
The deepening battle wears a direr form. 
When Giyphon pausing views with anxious eyes 
The hostile files that all around him rise : 425 



Ver« 300. F^-om deedt tfglonH] Thii batde is eontinaed in iM$ 
baDk,ver.lW. 
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Fast from his iroanded thigli and shoulder tnul'if 

The pnrple streams ; his breath and vigour failM » 

But Virtae, watehfal o'er her sons, incUn'd 

To peace and pardon Norandino's mind : 

While from the walls he led his martial train, 430 

He view'd around the ghastly heaps of slain ; 

The gaping wounds, that seem'd by Hector given. 

With cruel steel through tempered armour driven. 

And saw how far his late decree had wronged 

A knight to whom all worth and praise belonged. 435 

When near him now the gallant youth he viewM 
(Whose single arm such numbers had subdu'd. 
That dy*d the watery fosse to fearful red, 
Entreneh'd behind a ghastly pile of de^d) 
like stern Honitius, that on Tybei^s tide 440 

With nervous strength the Tuscan power defy'd. 
Heart struck with grief and shame, he bade surcease 
The cruel strife, and to confirm the peace 
From further fight recall'd each willing band. 
And streCiBh'd, in sign of peace, his naked hand. 445 

Then thus to Gryphoiv— How shall 1 proclaim 
My sense of sorrow and repenting shame ? 
Another's crime, with deep-concerted guile. 
Has led my erring judgment in the toil : 
What to the worst I deem'd was justly due, 450 

By me has wronged the best of knights in you, 
JS late repentance can amends dispense, 
To heal the folly of my past offence. 
Behold me ready to repah; the shame 
That lately sullied your illustrious name : 455 

Ask what thou wilt to crown thy high desert, 
GM, cities, latids—^my kingdom's b^ttjer part, 
With these the tribute of a faithful heart. 
C2 
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AU, all is tiiine — ^but stretch thy hsnd to profve ' 

The lasting pledge of amity and lore. 460 

He said, and ceasing, from hb steed deseends, 
And to the knight his better hand extends. 
Gryphon, who sees the king with eager pace 
Advance to meet him in a friend's embmce. 
At once his anger and his sword resigns, 465 

And low at Norandino's feet inclines 
To clasp his knees : the king beholds him Uteed 
Witli late got woonds, and summons at his need 
A skilful leech, then bids with gentlest care 
The wounded warrior to his palace bear. 4T0 

But him we leave of Aquilant to speak^ 
And bold Astolpho, left behind to seek 
Unhappy Gryphon, whom the powerful call 
Of love had drawn from Salem's hallow'd wall. 
For many a day they sought, but sought in vain, 47 S 

Nor find their comrade lost, nor tidings gain. 
At length the pilgrim, who to Gryphon came. 
They met, and learnt that Gryphon's faithless dame. 
Won by another^s love, had left in haste 
The Syrian confines and to Antioeh pass'd. 4S0 

This when he heard, the sable wairior knew 
That love had' led his brother to pursue 
His search from Judah's land, to win the charms ' 
Of Origilla from a rival's arms. 

But Aquilant who, with fraternal love i$S 

Could ill support that he alone should prove 
Adventurous deeds, resolves with him to bear^ 
pis social arms and every danger share. 

Ver.471. Sutfumweleave^'—^ Hereturm to him in this bpoky 
ycr«fl06* 
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But first lie prays Astolpho to doUy 

(Till back from AntuMsh he resovi'd bis way) 490 

His porpofl'd journey to the Gallic strand. 

Or pleasing Voyage to his native land. 

To Za£Eathen he hastes a bark to take ; 
By sea he deems hit better speed to make. 
He mounts the deek s a soath-east mad prevails, 495 

Curia the green wave and fiUa the favoured sails. 
So swift their Marse befinre the prosperoos breeze, 
Next day he Surro and SafiEeto sees ; 
Then Zibelletto and Baiutti leaves, 
And distant Cypnia on the left perceives ; 505 

From Tripoli to reaeh Tortosa speeds, 
To Lizzo and Luaszo's gulph proceeds. 
Thence, veering to the east^ the pilot guides 
The rapid vessel through the dashing tides. 
He comes where to the sea Orontes drives^ 505 

And safely at the river^s mouth arrives. 
Here Aquflant impatient, gives oomoumd 
To cast the bridge ; and issues on the land. 
Arm'd on his steed his eager oonne he steen 
Along the stream, till Antioch's town appears, 5|0 

Nor QrigilUi nor Martano there 
The warrior finds, but hean the fiuthless pair 
To rich namasens went the regal jooste to share. 

FoU sore hedeem'd that Gryphon would ponue 
His perjured dame, and hence in haste withdrew 515 

From Antioch's walls, resolved without delay 
To pass by land, nor risk the watery way ; 
When God, to prove he oft alots below 
Crood to the virtoous, to the wicked, woe ; 

Ver. ff08. Toctutththridge^l The poet by thit means a broad 
plank laid from the tides of tbevenel to the shore for the horKs t» 



d by Google 



\ 



90 ORTANDO PUKIOSO. B. XVIH. 

So guides his search, that on a oertain day S^ 

He met the rile Martano on the wvy : 

Who hore before him, m proud triiimph diovn. 

The prize of tilting hy another won. 

When Aquikint Martano first snrrey'd 
In arms and vest of suow-vhite hue array'd, iSi 

He deem'd his brother near, and eager flew 
To clasp his neck, hut when advane'd he knew 
His fond mistake, he ohang'd hn first address, 
And as he joy'd before, now fears no less. 
He fears some fraud, by Origilla wrought, 5JI9 

Had to his end unhappy Gryphon latNi^t 
Tell me (he cry'd) thou, whom thy looks proclaim 
A thief and traitor, whence that armour came ; 
Whence is that garb, and why doit thou bestride 
The generous steed that Giyphon wont to guide ? SMS 

Say — ^liyes my brother yet, or breathless lies ? 
How hast thou made his horse and arms thy prize ? 

Struck with lus angry threats find diie%dful sight. 
Pale Origilla turns her steed for flight ; 
But sudden Aquilant has seiz'd the reins, 540 

And in her Qwn despite the dame retains. 
Confus'd and mute, as leaves to zephyrs shake, 
Martano seems in every limb to quake* 
Still Aquilant in thundering accent raves. 
While at his head the naked sword he waves, 545 

And vows unless his lips the truth display. 
The dame and he their fcnfeit lives shall pay. 

Martano pondering long how best to hide 
His crime with specious art, at length reply'4- 

Lo ! there my nster, mighty Sir, who camp 550 

From virtuous parents ; of unsully'd name ; 
Till Giyphon long, regardless of her race, • 

Detain'd her in a life of foul disgmse : 
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Much have I aorrow^d for her hapless sake ; 

But since too weak from ^ch a knight to take 555 

The helpless penitent, we stiUght t' obtain 

By art what force could never hope to gain. 

She, while he slept, from Gryphon's power withdrew ! 

And lest he waking should our flight pursue. 

We thence convey'd his vesture, arms, and steed, 560 

And now in safety on our way proceed. 

So hop'd th' ImpOBter with a mster's name 
To veil the lawless partner of his shame ; 
But Aqoilant, who heard her story spread 
Through Antioeh's town, and knew the life she led, 561 
Enflam'd anew to wrath, indignant spoke : 
False slave ! thou ly'st— then aim'd a ponderous stroke 
With lifted arm and mailed gauntlet bent. 
And down his throat two bleeding teeth he sent : 
Then with strong cords he pinion'd close behind 570 

His caitiff-«rms, and with like bonds confin'd 
His foal associate, while she strove t* assuage 
With fruitless plea the warrior's generous rage. 
Who bade the squires and all th' attending train^ 
With gifts enridk'd, Damascus' walls regain, 575 

Thus journeying on through many a town, he brought 
The shameless pair ; then in Damascus sought 
His brother lost, whose justice might dispense 
The punishment for such unheard offence. 
Arriv'd, he found that Gryphon's glorious fame, 580 

Was far diffus'd on rapid wings of fame. 
Already old and young the tale could tell. 
That this was he who ran at tilt so wetl; 
And he, from whom his partner's impious wiles 
Had won the meed of arms and knightly toils. ' 5t5. 

The populace, enrag'd, Martano view, 
'And point him out, and with loud ^treats pursue. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 
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Behold (they ery) the wretch, who seeks to raise 

On other's actions his dissembled prsuse ; 

Who sullies, with his own opprobrious shame, 590 

The man who goards not well his better fame. 

Yon woman see, with every vice indu'd. 

Who aids the wicked, and betrays the good. 

Some thus exclaim-^How well the pair agree ! 

Kot he more treacherous than deceitful she ! 59$ 

With railing these, with curses those pursue 

Their hateful way ; while, eager for a view. 

Through streets and squares th' impatient vulgar throngs. 

Press on each other's steps and pour along. 

With joy the king these tidings entertain'd, 600 

With greater joy than for a kingdom gain'd ; 
And with his few attendants eager press'd 
To meet brave Aquilant, his welcome guest, 
And pay such honours as to him belonged 
Whose valour had aveng'd his Gryphon wrong'd, 60S 

Now Norandino with the knight's consent. 
Within a gloomy cell his captives pent. 
But Aquilant he led, where (since the day 
He bled in combat) wounded Gryphon lay ; 
Who, when he view'd his brother, glow'd with shame 610 
As conscious that he knew his suUy'd fame. 
With all that chanc'd : when Aquilant awhUe 
His love had rally'd with a friendly smile ; 
They held debate what penance to unpose 
On them from whom such foul deceit arose. 615 

Severe the king and Aquilant decreed 
Their pains ; but Gryphon wish'd foi* her to plead : 
Yet, since he blush'd to ui^ her cause alone, 
He beggf d his pleading might for both atone. 
At length 'twas doom'd (to end the friendly strife) 9S9 
To scourge Martano^ but to spare hi« life. 
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Next day thej gave him to the hangman's handi^ . 

Who boand his limbs, but not in floweiy bands. 

Then on the culprit many a lash bettow'd. 

From street to street, amidst the gaping crovd. 6S5 

But Origilla still they kept to mourn 

In bonds till fair Lucina should return. 

Whose sage decree (for so these lords ordain) 

Her doom must lighten or enforce her pain. 

Here Aquilant remain'd, till Gryphon heal'd 630 

Of every iround his arms again could wield. 
From errors past the king more prodent grown. 
Believes he never can enough atone 
For such misdeed, by which he brought to shame 
A knight whose worth might every tribute claim. %$S 

Each day, each hour, he bent his care to chase 
From Gryphon's mind the thoughts of late disgrace. 
And soon he purpos'd in the public view. 
With every honour to his merits due. 
To give him to redeem his ravish'd spoilt, 640 

Where once he suffered by his comrade's wiles. 

Now through the realms the regal mandate passed 
To form a joust more splendid than the last ; 
Within a month he bade the lisbi prepare 
In all the pomp that fits a monai^ch's care. 64^ 

Soon ready Fame her rapifl wings expands. 
And spreads the tidings through the Syrian lands ; 
Phoenicia, Palestine, the rumour hear. 
Which reach'd at length to good Astolpho's. ear ; 
Who, with the nobte regent,* now incUn'd 659 

To see the lists by Syria's prince design'd. n 



Ver. eas,-^»ot injtcftvery bands,'] This msy potribly sUode to die 
verses of Petrarch, «htre, speaking of Juttos Csesar, he says, that 
doopatra boaud him with flowery wreadut Ftmaru ' 
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Great vas the praise of Sanscmetto's name, 

Great was his strength in arms and knightly fame ; 

Whom, made a Christian hj Orlando's hand, 

Charles gave in eharge to rule the holy land. 655 

These valiant sons of chiyalry, to meet 
The kn^hts at Norandino's regal seat. 
From town to town pmwi'd their easy way 
To reach the tilting on th' appointed day 
With vigour unimpaired, and chancM to light 660 

(Where two paths join'd) on one who seem'd a kni^^t ; 
But one, whose outward vest and looks conoeal'd 
A virgin glorious in the martial field. 
Marphisawas her name, of geneiXNis strain. 
Who oft WBB known the eombat to maintain 665 

With BravaV mighty lord, and oft had clos'd 
With Mount Albano's,t sword to sword opposed. 
By day, by night, in shining arms arrayed, 
Throu^ woods and dales, o'er hills and plainq she stray'd 
T* encounter wandering knights^ and nobly raise 670 

Victorious trophies of immortal praise. 

As Sansonetto and Astolpho came 
In plate and mail befixre the fearless dame. 
She deem'd them warriors well in battle known. 
For both were large of limb and strong of bone. 675 

Then eager in the field their force to try. 
She wheel'd her steed the strangers to defy, 

* Orlando. tRJnaldo. 

Ver. 664. MarphiMh~'} The character is continued from the Or- 
lando Imuunontoy where she makes a principal figure. Boyard* 
tdb lis that OalaphroDyllie father of Angelica, hrooght with him a na- 
merous Aree to raise the siege of Albvacca, among which was Bbr- 
phisa, a female warrior of dauitless courage and who had made a 
vow never to disarm herself till shehad taken three things prisoners 
in hattk^ Ondasio^ Agrican, and Charlemain. 

See QrUrmanu B. ix. c. zvi. 
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But to her mind reeall'd, as near she drew. 

The Paladin whom in Cathay she knew. 

Where oft she roark'd, in cooDoil and in fight, 680 

The gaUant hearing of the English knight. 

This seen, the gautotlet from her hand she took, 

Call'd him hy name, and with a gracious look 

Her heaver rais'd, nor, tliough the first in pride. 

To meet the duke with fair salute deny'd ; 615 

While the brave Paladin as gladly paid 

His cordial greeting to the wondrous maid. 

Now each began f inquire the other's way ; 
AjBtolpho first reply'd— his journey lay 
To reach Damascus^ where tlie Syrian king 690 

Sought in his lists from various climes to bring 
The bravest knight*— Permit (Marphisa cry^d) 
My arms with yours the glory to divide. 
She said, and gladly to her wish they yield, 
O'eijoy'd at such a partner in the field. 695 

At length the day before the festive rite. 
They see Damascus rifling to their sight. 
And here, without the walls, awhile they stay 
Tin fiur Aurora with her early ray 
Shall gUd the morn ; hut when with ruddy blaze 700 

The sun began to shed his orient rays, 
The dame and knights then* limbs in armour cas'd. 
And to the lists an envoy sent in haste. 
To give the rignal when the jousts began. 
When spear with spear, and man engaged with man. 70S 

Now to the place king Norandino came, 

Thepkee he destin'd fi>r the dangerous game ; 
* 

Yer. fl79^-^Aom in Cathay the knew;\ ABodiDf «■ Boyudo^at- 
tasn. 

Vol. III. D 
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l^{Me the brave virgin,* and the knightly pair,| 

Press through the city to the crowded square. 

Where, waiting for the sign, on either hand TIO 

The knights of noble strain impatient stand. • 

The prizes doom'd that day for those who won, 

A glittering poU^ax, and a sword that shone 

With costly gems ; with these the king bestowed 

A steed, whose make and stately trappings show'd 715 

A royal gift— 'The king who surely held 

That he, who first had all opponents quell*d| 

Would win the second jousts, and bear away 

The meed and praise of each victorious day. 

To give him all that honour could demand, 729 

Those arms, which late by fraud Martano gain'd. 

Aloft he hung: the sword of temper try'd 

To these he join'd ; and at the courser's side 

The poU-ax plac'd, all destin'd to requite 

Brave Gryphon, from his garb sumam'd the white. 725 

But she, who lately to the list of fame. 

With Sansonetto and Astolpho came. 

Soon chang'd the scen&— for when before her view 

These arms appeared, full well the arms she knew. 

Which, once her own, the virgin treasured high, 739 

Their value such, no vulgar price could buy. 

These once impatient from her limbs she drew 

And cast aside, impetuous to pursue 

* Marplusa. f Sansonetto, and Astolj^o. 

Ver. 733. Thae once impatient from her limbo she drew 

Andctut awkf^'] This itory is toM by Boyardo, whm 
says diat she pursued BruneUo fifteen days, that on the rixth day faqi 
horse falliug dead through weariness, she continued, the pursuit en 
fbot, till BruneUo getting to the sea-side aade his escape in a vessely. 
and arrir«d saf« at Biaerta with the spoils he had nuuie. 

OrU Innanu B. iL c xfiL 
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Bnmello, ▼ers'd in every art of theft, 

Who Irom her aide the trusty sword had reft, 7SS 

Nor need I longer on the story dwell, 

Saffiee how here she found her arms to te)!. 

Now when the nupd, by certain tokens knowi^ 
Again in these with joy coDfessM her own. 
So deai'ly priz'd — ^No more in doubt she stay'd, 740 

But, swift advancing, on the euirass laid 
That hand, which ne'er was wont in field to fail. 
And here she aeiz'd, and there she strow'd the mail 
With headlong haste. The king incens'd beheld. 
And with a look his ready train impell'd 74S 

T* avenge the deed : at once the train obey'd ; 
The spear they rested and unslieath'd the blade, 
landless of wliat they foAnd so late requite 
Their insult ofTer'd to a wandering knight. 
Not more, when Spring unlocks his genial stores 750 

The pla3rful child delights in gaudy flowers : ^ 

Not more the blooming maid, with vestments gay. 
In the swift dance or music's spritely lay ; 
Than she, wliose valour every thought exceeds^ 
Joys in the claiig of arms and neigh of steeds ; 755 

The rattling quiver, and the crashing spear, 
Where streaming blood and ghastly death appear. 
Her courser spurr'd against the thoughtless crew. 
Her lance in rest with headlong speed she flew ; 
Some through the neck, some through the breast slie 
thrust, 7G0 

Some witlii a shock she tumbled on the dust 
Then, with drawn sword, her furious strokes address'd, 
. She lopp'd the head,or broke the brittle crest ; 
There pierc'd the side, and here the skull she oleft. 
The right arm now she cropt, and now the left. 765 
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Brave Sansonetto and Astolpho bold 

Who with Marphisa came the lists to hold. 

Not mix in serious combat, when thej saw 

The SyiiaD troops in rank of battle draw. 

At once their lances couch'd, their vizors clos'd, 770 

And piere'd th' ignoble herd, where few oppos'd 

Their dreadful course : meantime the knights who came 

From various realms, the candidates for fame. 

Their sportive weapons tum'd to slaughter view'd. 

And promis'd jousts to deeper scenes of blood ; 775 

Yet knew not why the Syrian people sought 

Their mad revenge, or what offence had wrought 

The king's resentment ; hence, on either hand. 

In deep amaze and speechless doubt they stand. 

Some forward rush the people's cause to join, 780 

But soon repent ; and some, whose minds incline 
On either part, to these as those unknown. 
Prepare, without delay, to quit the town : 
While wiser some, still hold the courser's rein, 785 

And, silent, anxious for th' event remain. 

But Aquilant and Gryphon flew where swarms 
Of people pour'd to claim their sovereign's arms 
So proudly seiz'd. When now the brethren view'd 
The king, whose fiery eyes, suffus'd with blood. 
Bespoke his wrath, when now at full they knew 790 

The cause from which such dread contention grew; 
And Gr3rphon deem'd such insult borne must shame 
Not less his own, than Norandino's name ; 
Bach bids his spear be brought with eager speed. 
And flies to vengeance on his thundering steed. 795 

On t'other part Astolpho swift impell'd 
His Babicano, while in hand he held 
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The lance of gold> that with enchanted force 

Dismonnts each wairior in the listed course. 

With this on earth two noble knights he leaves : 800 

First Gi^'phon&Us, then Aquilant receives 

The weaxKMi's point, that glancing on the shield, 

The generous youth extended on the field. 

Bold Sansonctto from their seats remov'd 

The bravest knights, in manj aeonfiict prov'd : 805 

Swift from the barriers throng'd th' affrighted crowd : 

The king, enflam'd with anger, storra'd aloud. 

Meantime Marphisa, who had driven away 
Whate'er opposM her (victor of the day) 
The late contested arms in triamph took, $tO 

And with her prize the fatal lists forsoq^ 
Nor Sansonetto, nor Astolpho stay'd. 
But to the gate pursu'd the martial maid. 
While Aquilant and Gryphon moumM the chance 
That both o'erthrew with one resistless lance. 81S 

0*erwhelm'd with shame they curse the stranger's hand. 
Nor darein Norandino's presence stand. 
They seize thdr coursers, and their seats regain 
To ehase the fo^s — ^with numbers in his train 
The king pursue s A ll equal fury breathe, 890 

Resolv'd on vengeance or resolv'd on death. 
The vulgar throngs applauding clamours 8end» 
But gaze at distance and th' event attend. 

Now Giyphon came to where the three had gain'd 
The bridge, and undismay'd the post maintain'd : SSa 

Arriv'd, he soon Astolpho knew, who wore 
The same device and vests he viewed bsefore : 



Ver. 798. The lante tfgobtf^'] This lanee, fonneily the property 
«f Argalia, after his death came to Astnlpho. 

^ See Genenl View of B^ffordtfi ^tory. 

Da 
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The same his armour and the same his steed» 
As on the day he made Orilo Weed. 

When Gtyphon late engaged the English knight, Sdd 
The well-known marks at first eseap'd his sight. 
But now he knows him, greets lum now with hands 
CoDJoin'd, and of his comrades' weal demands ; 
And why, regardless of the reverence due 
To Syria's king; those arms to earth they threw. t$S 

To Giyphon then good Otho's son* reveal'd 
His comrades' names, and nought beside conceal'd 
Of what had chano'd, though little could he tell 
How from those arms such sudden discord fell ; 
But since himself and Sansonetto brought 840 

Marphisa there, in her defence they fought 

While friendly thus they commun'd, nearer drew 
Good Aquilant, and soon Astolpho knew : 
His wrath subsides ; and numbers now appear, 
But dare not yet approach the waiTiors near ; 845 

They view each gesture well, and stand intent 
To mark their words and what their pariey meant c 
When one, who found that this was she so &m'd 
In glorious fields of fight, Marphisa nam'd. 
His courser tum'd and Norandiao wam'd, 850 

(Unless he widiM to see his honours scom'd) 
Ere all were slain, to sare his remnant bands 
From dire Tisiphone and Death's remoneleas hands ; 
For shoy who thus had seiz'd the costly arms, 
Was fierce Marphisa, bred amidst th' alarms 855 

Of horrid war. When Norandino heard 
That dreadfid name tlntragh sXL the east so feai'd. 
Unless his care prevent, full well he knew 
The mischifi^iiow predieted, most c 
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Fcr thii lie bids his troops from combat cease, 860 

Whose fuiy lessens as their fears increase. 

Meanwhile the sons of Ofivero there. 
With Sansonetto and -with Oiho's heir. 
By mild entreaty in Marphisa's breast 
Assoag'd the flame : she stay'd, at their request 86S 

Her deathihl hand, tfa^ with a haughty look ' 
Approaching Norandino thus she spoke. 

I know not why your yictor should receive 
These arms, O king ! which are not yours to give. 
These once were mine, and midst the public way 878 

That from Armenia leads, one &teful day. 
I left behind, with better speed to chase ,~. 
A wretch from whom I soffei^d tool disgrace : 
Behold this token on the mail imprest. 
The certain proof of what my lips attest. 875 

Ter. 874. Behold thh fken m the mail impml^ Boysido rdatei 
^hatMupbisa bore Ibr the deviee en her MeA a erswn deft in ihree 
yaftsg^and fiv Ikt ctcit a diagoD Tonuting i 



Nel Modo azurro avea per detiM 
Una eorona in tre parti apezsata : 
La eotta d*anusa qaella goiaa 
£ la capaia tatto lavnnto* 
£ per finder net pia •uUime lo«^ 
Y7n diago vecdc ebe gettava Ibeo, 
£d era il foeo aoeonfoa di i]ianier% 
Che dal impeto aeeeaa anfe del Yento, 
Equandoin mezza aUabattag^ ell^enif 
Un lampqpar ftoea picB di ipavento. 

jBoftt On* MfkB* I* C*^ 

She^ for device, upon her azure aliieU, 
Cleft in three pacts a regal eroimrevGalMi 
The like impreu her mailed cuinua bore, 
JLaA aU her sureoat rich eatamder'do'tr.* 
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Then on the cuirass, which she claim'd her own. 
Cleft in three parts she shewed a regal crown. 

Four days are past, since from th' Armenian land 
(The king reply'd) a merchant to my hand 



High on her helm, in ftgnr'd terror grac^i, 
A verdant dragm fiery sparkles cast ; 
The towering crest, by wondrous art designed, 
"With motion glow'd and kindled in the wlod : 
And while amidst the mingled fight she tam*d, 
IVith dreaded blaze die fire increasing bom'd ! 

Tasso paints the crest of the Soldan of Egypt in the same manner., 

A dragon on his crest this S<^Uhm wore, 

That, stretching, bends his arching neck before. 

High on his (feet he standi with spreiding wingsj 

And wreaths his forky tail in spiry rings : 

Three brandSshVl tongues the sculpturM monster shows, 

He seems to kindle as the combat glows : 

His gaping jaws appear to hiss with ire, 

And vomit ming^ sm<dEe and ruddy fire. 

JbtukU. DeU B. ix. ver. 103. 

Both these descriptions originate in the followii^ fine picture of 
\irgil. 

«.».M.M. Tumus 
Vertitur arma tenens, et into vertice supra est, 
Quod triplici crinita juba galea alta Chimseram 
Sustinet, ^tnseos efilantem fiiaeibus ignes. 
Tarn magis iUa frement, ae tristibus efibra fiamnui, 
Quam magis effiiso enkteKont sanguine pugnie. 

^n.fib.Tii.Ter.7tS. 

M..MW.M. Tumus rode, 
A tr^le pile of plumes his erest adinn'd. 
On which with belching flames Chimera bumM ; 
The more the kindled combat rises higher, 
T]m m<ve with fhry bums the blazing fire. 

Drydbi,Ter.l071. 
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Tbls amuxir brought, and wouid'gt thoa this obtam» 880 

Think not th j tongue shall aak the gift in vain ; 

Kor think, whatever thy eiaim, the pnze ordain'd 

For Giyphon's Tutiies, thus by him detain'd. 

But finely irould his noble mind resign 

The ^etor^s meed to make thy fHendship mine. 885 

Ko signs I adL to prove this armour yours, 

Tonr urord, your Talonr, my belief secures. 

How take thy own^— here all eontention leave. 

And Gryphon shall from me a rieher gift receire. 

Gryphon, who little had these arms desIrM, 890 

But stiU in all to please the king aspired. 
Thus made reply*— For me it diall suffice. 
That aught you wish my giad consent supplies.. 
Marphisa, who beheld the part they took 
To save her honour, with benignant look 8ft5 

To Gryphon begged these arms her gift to make. 
Which Gryphon at her hand voudisaf' d to take. 

Now to the city all again pursu'd 
Their cheerful way, in peace and love renew'd ; 
Where at the festive tilt in splendor run, 900 

The prize and glory Sansonetto won. 
Astolpho and the brethren &mM in war. 
But chief Marphisa, brave beyond compare. 
With friendly purpose from the list abstain. 
That Sansonetto all the praise might gain. 905 

With N<»imdino thus the knights employ 
The happy days in sports and social joy. 
Till now the state of France by foes opprest, 
Awakes new thoughts in every knightly breast : 
Their leave they take : with these, by glory fir*^ 910 

Marphisa went, for long her soul aspir'd 
To meet the Paladins in fields of fame, 
And prove if each deserv'd so great a name. 
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Ano(iher SaniOQetto leaves^ whose svagr 
For his might blest Jerusalem obey : 915 

Then in one friendly band together jom'd. 
These five, vhose equals searoe the world can find, 
Dismiss'd by Norandino seek the land 
Of Tripoli, where on the neighbouring strand 
The billows break, and where a bai'k they find 990 

With wealthy freight for western climes design'd. 
An aged pilot there (the terms agreed) 
Receives aboard each warrior and his steed. 

With cloudless beam serenely shone the day. 
The flattering promise of a prosperous way. 925 

The shore forsaking, with a favouring gale 
They plough the deep with wide extended sail. 
The isle devoted to the queen of love 
Receives them first, within whose port they prove 
Malignant steams of pestilential breath 990 

That soften steel and taint the air with death. 
Sent fix>m a stagnant pool-~«nd thus unkind 
To Famagosta, Nature has assigned 
Her place so near Constanzo's noxious soil. 
Yet blest in other parts the Cyprian isle. 90S 

The poisonous fumes forbid the ship to stay ; 
Around the coast they wing their rapid way. 
And steering to the right, at Faphos moor : 
The sailors issue on the flowery shore. 
For traffic some, and some the Und to view, 940 

Where Love resides with pleasures ever new. 
Six miles ascending gently fix^m the flood. 
Stands on a beauteous hill %. verdant wood, 

yer.930. Malignant iteanu-i^J Thelakeof Comtansa is so near 
Vamagwca, that it was said tp render the air pestilential : but the 
farther efftcts attributed toit l»y t]ie fioet sie probably exaggerated* 
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Where eedan, myrtles, bays, and arangie grow. 

With yariouB plants that grateful seent bestow. 9i$ 

Wild thjrme, the IQj, woous, and the rose 

Perfume the av, while eireiy wind that blowa 

Fredi from the land, fiff o'er the sargy main 

Wafts the sweet gale to greet the sailor^rain. 

Clear from a spring a murmuring riv^et pours 950 

Its winding tribute to the meads and flowers. 

Well may this spot be nam'd the iavourite soil 

Of loTely Venus, where with roseate smile, 

Eaeh dame, each rirgiii shines in bloomy pride 

Of charms unequall'd through the world beskle, 9S5 

While the soft goddess youth and age inspires. 

And even m life's last stage, maintains her amorous fires. 

Here was the tale coofirm'd, reveal'd but late 
Of fair Laeina, whom ii^ doleful state 
The ore detained ; and soon the news they heard, 999 
That, freed at length from bonds, the prineess steered 
Her happy journey from Nicosia's seat. 
In Syria's realm her long-lost lord to meet 

The pilot now his voyage to pursue. 
While <^er the wave the fiivooring breezes blew, 995 

Tom'd to the sea his prow, his anchor weigfa'd. 
And every canvass to the gale displajr'd. 
Now distant from the port the vessel stood. 
And plougfa'd with happy speed the briny flood, 
long as the sun above the horizon diitiM ; 970 

But, when black evening rose, the changing wind 

Ver.«SS.-^2cofJa-i] Kieoda watadty slmort in the mkldlBef 
IheiAmdof Cyprus. 

Ver. 963.— Aer loitflott krdu mett,'\ Here ooadudet die itory of 
]9srandiao and Lucins, who appear no nose in the eswis of tUs 
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Howl'd thro^ the shrouds, and from the lowest deep 

With warring waves tssail'd the reeiling ship. 

Wide yawns the firmament from pole to pole. 

Quick flash the U^tnings, kxid the thunders roll ; 97S 

Thick clouds in darkness veO th' ethereal light. 

Nor son bj day, nor star appears by night. 

Sooth, east, and west in rattling whirlwinds blow ; 

Heaven groans above and ocean roars below. 

Huge cataracts descend of hail and -rain. 

The wretched sailors every woe sustain. 

And horror broods upon the angry main. 

AH ply their several tasks to prove how weH 

Each in his office can the rest excel. 

One with his whistle's sound the want of specdi 985 

Supplies, and gives the needf>il charge to each : 

This, at the anchor toils ; that, strikes the sidls ; 

This strains or loosens, as the storm prevails. 

The creaking cordage ; that, the deck ascends : 

The rudder this, and that the mast defends. 990 

All night the storni redoubled rage displaiyM, 

With thicker gloom than hell's tremendous shade. 

Through deepest seas th' affrighted pilot steer'd. 

Where through the waves no dangerous shelves appealed. 

Not hopeless yet bat with returning day 995 

Relentless fortune might her wrath allay: 

In vain his hope»~-for nought her wrath assuag'd. 

By day with fiercer strength the tempest rag'd : 

If that were day, which not returning light. 

But lapse of hours distinguish'd from the night, 1000 

No«r pale, despairing, to his fate resign'd. 

The pilot leaves his vessel to the wind : 

He lets her drive where'er the storm prevails, 

And ploughs the unpit3ring sea with humble saib. 
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While fortose these upon the deep cBttrenPd, lOOS 

Not m(M% die siifibcs those at land to rest. 
Where on the plaioB^of France, -vHh dreadftil rage. 
The Christian and the P^^ pmwet^ engage. 
Rinaldo there asaaib, hrealu, soatten round 
The foes, and hnris their standards to the groQnd : 101^ 
Aod now he spurs Bvf ardo throogh the fight. 
To prove the nohle Dardio^io's might, 
Rinaldo on his shield the sign snrve^'d. 
Which young Almontes' son with pride displayed. 
And deem'd him brave whose ventnrous arm could bear 
The same deviee the eaii* was aaen to wear ; 1015 

And found him brave, when round the ghastly pkin 
He saw the heaps his con^ering hatid had shun. 
Then to himself— rTlus noxkws weed demands, 
(Eite yet it further siweads) my praning hands. 1020 

Thus spoke the kiught, and where he turns his ftce. 
The ranks recede, and every ohief gives plaoe : 
Christians and Pagans to his paange yield. 
Such awe his look% such dread his swoinI iaip^M. 
But hapless Dardinello sole defies 1065 

Albanofs diief ; to whom Rinaldo dies. 

Poor boy! in evil hour to risk thy life. 
That shield was left, thy i^edge of tutore strife : 
I come to prove how well with me in fif^t. 
Thy hand defends that ensign red and white : 1090 

If here thou fiiii'st, thy force can ill contend 
Those arms against Oriando to defend. 

Then Dardinello thus — Hear one who dares 
Proteet. fliose honours which in field he bfears : 



Ter. 1005. While Fortune these—'] He resumes this nairative iu 
Book xix. ver. 306. 

Vol.. 111. K 
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I tnift these eoloan» red and white proclaim 1035 

Less pledge of strife than pledge of fatiure fame : 

Think not, though jooogy to make me fly- the field. 

Or e'er to thee this glorious tra^y yield. 

My deadi alone on thee my anns hestows : 

Bat Heaven th' event fiir other may dispose ; 10li5 

And never, never shall my deeds disgraee 

The lineal praise of my iUustrious raoe. 

He said ; and as he spoke vith brandish'd sword 
Intrepid rosh'd on Mount Albanoi's lord i. 
A chUUng fear each Pagan foe oppressed, 1045 

And fi^oze the blood in every panting breast ; 
When stem Rinaldo eager for the fight. 
Resistless fiew t* engage the blooming knight 
A lion thus (that in the pasture views 
A boll that ne'er the hdfer yet pursues) 1050 

Springs on his prey— first aim'd the Pagan foe 
Against Mambrino's helm the fruitless blow. 
Xow learn (with smile severe Rinaldo cry*d) 
If this right hand can best the weapon guide. 
At onee he spun^d, and to the fiery horse 1055 

Gave up the reins, when driVn with matchless finee 
Through his white breast the sword a passage found. 
Till at his badL appeared the grizzly wound. 
The steel drawn forth, drew forth the vital breath. 
And eold and pale the body sunk in death. lOiO 

like some fair flower whose vivid lustre fisuies. 
If chance the ploughman's share its stalk invades ; 

Ver. 104S. A chUUngfear-} So Virgil when Pallas attscks Tnt- 

Frigidaa Areadibos ooit in prsBeordia isnguia. 

Tlie blood congeal'd in each Arcadian heart. . 

Tcr.lOOl. Uhetomefmrjlower^'] Thus Yirgil,iEneid is. ver .43:9. 
I*inp«reas vshili com flosiaocbiis aratro 
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Or heavy poppies, charffd with dewt or nan, 

That hang their heads Uxw drooping on the plam : 

Sofromfattiaoetheroiyooloiirfliet, lOiS 

So DanUndlo aink^ and ibking diet : 

He diet, and inifant with their ehief ia fled 

The strength^ the eoorage of the host he led. 

As where hnge works of homan art restrahi 

The floods that else would dehige all the plain, 1070 

Whene'er the mounds are hurst, the nisfaing tide 

With roaring noise escapes on everf ade. 

The powers of Afrie thus, who seom'd to yield. 

While DardineUcf s n^me inspirM the field ; 

Soon as they Ibund the leader breathless lie, 1075 

INspers'd and broken o'er the plains they fly. 

Who leeks to fly, Rinaldo leaves in flight. 

But those assails who bravely meet the fight. 

What numbers fell where Ariodantes fbugfa^ 

Who next Rinaldo deeds of proweis wrought ! 1010 

These Laonetto ; those Zerbino qaell'd $ 

AU seem'd to strive who most in arms exeeli'd. 

Charles, mindful of his fame, the battle wag'd : -^ 

There Qlivero^ Turpin, Gtiido rag'd ; C 

There Salamone fought, Ugero there engaged. I0t5 j 

That day so frtal to eaeh Moorish band« 
Had left not one to see his native iand ; 



DemiKve caput, platria cum forte gcaTaatar* 

At a gay flower, 'wtth bloooiing bcanilo craanV^ 
Cotby the diue,liee langnid 00 As grooBd ; 
Or Mane tail poppy that o*er-chaig^ with tain, 

^^ FUt, M5. 

Ter. WSA^-Cwdo.—J Two 6ukk» ai« mentioned by the pos^ 
firimti ftwnone of that naiat saUed Ouido Sav^o. 
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But sage Marsitiaa, with foreseeing care, 

Preserv'd th' onliapp}^ remnants of the war ; 

And better deem'd these wretched bands to save, 1090 

Than suiTer all to fill a foreign grave. 

tie sends his standards to the camp, dispos'd 

Against as^ulte, by fencing works enclosed : 

Here Stordilano eame, Granada's king ; 

Andalusia's, Lusus' leaders bring 1095 

Their suffering powers : meantime Marsilius sends 

To A&nc's monarch ; and wkh speed commends 

To quit the field and thank the faTouring power 

Which sav'd his life in that destroying hour. 

The king, who saw that nothing could restore 1100 

The day, nor hop'd to see Biaerta more. 
The |kte he could not shun resigned to meet, 
Hb standards tum'd and bade to sound retreat. 
Such was the panic of the routed host. 
That flying numbers in the scene were lost. 1105 

King Agramant and sage Sohrino try'd 
The rest in order from the field to guide : 
But here nor king, nor sage, nor chief prevaU'd 
With prayer or threat, such fear each breast assatl'd : 
While scarce a third the standards would pursue, 1110 

That ill attended from the fight withdrew. > 
For one that heard his chief or trumpet's call, 
Lo ! two were seen to fly, or two to fall. 
Soon to their camp retir'd, in dire dismay. 
The wretchedPagan'sin their trenches lay : 111^ 

When Charle% vbo nAeant not Forbine. ahfMild be loaty 
Pursu'd the flying foe wllh aU his hwt, 
But rising night his glorious ardor stay'd. 
And wrapt the warring world in friendly shade ; 
Perchance by Heaven more swiftly sent, to give 1120 

The creatures ef his hfmd to breathe and live. 
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The hfatOe blood in ^m^ tarramflow'd, 
Anddrendi'dtbe toil with dnMifid Mnwge itxmr'd » 
Wliere fooneore tfaoDHUid oa the firtal plain 
I^brealihleMbytheiinirderouiireaponilain, 11S5 

'Whwe bodies tUevet and wolvet at midn||^ hour * 

Biuh'd firom ther haunto to piUage and devour^ 

No more imperial Chariea to Parittim'd, ~ I ^ ^ 
But piteh'd bis tents withoii^ vheve kindled bnniM 
Thefrequent fires : the foes besieged, with eare IISO 

Knk deep the trenshes and the wevks repair, 
O'erwateh the wbotey bid ererjr guard awake, 
Kor all die IrreJoog nig^t their arms fivaake. 

The Saraoeni^ whom ehillmg fears oiq^rem, 
Along their mournful lines in deep distress, 1135 

Lament and weep^ while half soneeal'd and low. 
The ag^ break forth and huah'd the sorrows flow, 
ficone, for their slang^ter'd IHends or kindred groan, 
3ome, others' sniforings ; some bewail their own ; 
And some, more wretehed, with foreboding mind IIM 
RerolTe stiU greater e'vils yet behind. 

Two moorish yoaths there were of humble faee» • 
' In Ptokmuta was thdr native plaoe : 

Yer. U4S; Tm Umritk ywtfAi-] TUi besntifsl eg J H d a of 
CtelibaioandlieiloiiD^tiioagbendeDUya copy of Ninii and Enry- 
slut in the mntb iE2ieid,miut be allowed to be improyed by the mo* 
tiTe wbidi the poet ascribes for dua midnight excunion of die two 
finendiy the deare of recovering the body of their slaughtered mssfier. 
It may be observed tnoy that in 'Virgil the attempt of exploring Ae 
CMCBay^campiiflwtsn gy n cd bylfisasySadtlmtthe young Eorya- 
hu tikes fire at the proposal; bntin Axiosto die youth is the fint 
mover, instigated by love and gratitude tohisdead prince ; which car* 
eumstanee gready elevates his character, and adds to the pathos of the 
flory. Ariosto has not only imitated Virgi], but probably had his eye 
^opon Staliusy who in the tenth book of the Tbebaid, represents tW9 of 
Wtheroei^Hopleaa and l>ania»,mrtnng a scsith by nigM for Ac 
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AVhose 8toi7 4old to-tiftitf. ear maj ^row 

A rare example of MiUeauiii^d love. 1145 

These, Cloridaiio aad Medaro etik'd. 

Firm in good tiaaea* in enl iwappaird^ 

To DardiaeUo k^al InenMM^ bo^ 

And late with hkaa had «ratt fittn Afine^t ahon. 

A huntei^ft life bold €toridano kd, lliO 

Hia limhs roboat to ati'eagth and swiftaoNhnad : 

Hedoro's qpeaiag youth hut aoavce begaa 

To shade theroae vith doiwn aad praouae floan. 

Of all that join'd the Pjigaa'a tfarealening arnu, . 

Kotoneexcdll'^hiaaBieBandblOQafiis^fbanns; ilf5 

Black were his «yfl% hiahioka fike igoUsn wire; 

So seems som^ angeittf the heaveBij choir i 

deadbodioof t h ogi a a gi 'rydeas and Vun^im^mim, Hk cfuade 
of Argantes and Ckiriariayin the twdfth Imok «f the ^usalem, nay 
be derived from the Latin : biM both Ariosto and Tasso have so vaikd 
Uie circoiiutances, and improved the hints they have taken, and in 
particular have given so difSirent a turn to the conclaidon of their 
-adventure, that their separateflrtioiM nay nearly daira the ttertc-of 
inventjon. At tout in both poelay<fc^iafiiitatinai age the jaajjatjam of 
amaster. IaballleavetkejNeadaripfliaa9asetb»ya«ainaiWtfi.i»a- 
poet has borrowed from YirgiL 

Xatn happy to add tae»e the abRmation af an eleigaiitaid endid 
«n6c «n this passage, of Arioato. ** The beaatsful and patheOe tale 
ai the two friends Med«i» and Cloridaop, in the eighteenth Canto of 
die OvhuBdoFuriosa, is indefd an artful and exact eopy of the Itiaus 
aadSoryaliiB of Virgil ; yet liie author halh added scaae origaaal 
heaatiettDit,andinpntiealarlialhasiignada more jnteveMiBg Mo- 
tive C>r this midmgiit txeiKtiB%lfaaa what we fijMl in Vicgilslbrlie. 
doro awl Ckridmorentasehitothoi&eldaf battle to find out aiaong 
€^ heaps of skdo, the body of their hard. Tins perhaps is one of the 
most eKceUeut panages in tlas wild and romantic author, who yet 
abeonds in various beaotiefl, the merit of which oughtnot tohe trvMl 
by the establiahed rides of dassieal eriddsm.'* 

fieaPast|anpt tallr. Jr«rMt*« BdiiMa «f Viisil. 
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These two» vith nunriMn noctt» by <iianc« ««dllftM 
To guard tibefenoea, noir tbe wMdIi iiMuitiiiii'4, 
Wbat time the drovsf mghit, vMi Mrinkini^ ej^es, 1 160 

View'd from her middle ^rane the spMgled dties. 

Medoro stai (mbSLe te«n hk ekeeki snfl^Me) 
The deamiMnbnn^e of }uB lord penews : 
Almotiieir «dB» hrate Dfttf^BneUe «lilB, 
Ezpos'dttnbiH!iedtt»llieaak6d|»late^ 1165 

'When, tarning to his fMend, lie Ifaos expreuM 
The generou* Ibefiagsof a loy*i hiWMt. 

Shall he, O Gloridano, to the hvMd 
Of wolTes and rftren* yield toopr(MA9usi4^«d ^ 
He, whMe paat goodtteiB ever fimtt tnrake tl70 

Mjr grateM love, liU life tl)& fhuicte <iBPEnlEe? 
And, ah ! should fife for hhn In tribute 'fior, 
Kot all could p«f ihe mi^ty d€lbt I «we 1 
Then to yon heaps of earna^ l^t me fly. 
Where cold on earth his Umba dkfeonom'd lie. tifs 

'Who knoAvB hut heaifen m«y guide my darinf tread 
To where the slent oanvp of Charies is spread -P 
Bemain iheu here, that if reristless -fttte 
Decrees tty ^feafli, tli4tl iMrpst that death* relate • 
And should not Heaven ray xrtous tows succeed, 11 80 

At least poeteiity ^iffi prmse Hkt deed. 

With speechless wonder Cloridano he^rs 
Such faith and eoiffage in such early years ; 
And (for he hdd him dear) he strives to make 
The dauntless yoolh his rash design forsake. 1185 

8«t griei; HkehiS, noeom^Mt can c6ntroal ; 
Kor reason dHmge the purpose <lf fkiis socd, 
A grave on Dardinello to bestow. 
Or in the great attempt his life forego. 

When Ctoidaiio long in vain had try^d lidO 

SMh friendlj ple»— ¥et let me shve (he ery^d) 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



U CftLAlfDO TUnmo. B.XVIB. 

The piims tadfr— I too wpire to niie 

From audi a death the meed oi endlear pndae. 

Should I, deiNnv'd of thee, Medoro^ live, 

What future joy can wretehed heuig give ? 1195 

Ah! let me meet with thee a soldier'a (ate, 

Kor drag behind life's wretehed lingering jrtate. 

This laid ; they point cuppfiiM their place to takey 
Then leave thetreneheii and the oump fwaake i 
AdA soon arrive where, waaik ia heavy sleep, t90d 

Our careless hands the watoh no longer keep i 
Their fires extinet, each senseless at his post. 
But little fears the Pagan's neig^Uiouring host : 
Midst amuv and cars, and eonrsers stretdi'd supine 
In slumber loek'd and dreneh'd in fumes of wine. 15N)5 
His steps awhile here Gloridano stay'd : 
Shall I not seize the present hour (he said) 
Kow, now, Medoro^ on yon hostile train 
To wreak some vengeance fixr my patron slain ? 
Here listen thou ! and watch with heedful eye^ 1810 

liest unawares soo^e waking foe deseiy 
Our bold attempt, while here my wrath I slake, 
And through the camp our bloody passage make. 

He said ; and ceasing^ p'er the trenches stept. 
And first he came where leamM Alpheus slept ; IMS 

But late th' imperial court of Charles he sQU(|^t| 
In magic, herbs, and arts pn^etic tat^iht : 
Here fiul'd his slOU, that skill so oft believ'd; 
While to himself the witless seer deceived, 
JJoDg years of life had promis'd, safe from harma^ ISSO 
And death at last in his lov'd consort's arma^ 
Deep in his throat the wily Pagan sent 
I^ weapon's point; ^nd next his fury bent 
On four that spee^esp d/d, whose names uaknowB 
^pTwpintpqnrifeMTflrp^Qini, tns 
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Then PalidoD of Monfltliri Meeds^ 

Who slept seeore between the Kamen^d ateedt. 

At length he came to where, supinely s|»read, 

An empty vase supported GriUo^ head : 

IGmself had swSl'd the wine, and now he lay . 1S30 

In peaceful rest to doae the fumes away : 

Large measures had he qttS(ff*d, and itill exteuds 

In dreams the cb^ught whieh Glondano ends. 

A Greek and Belgian perish'd near his iide. 

Who long by night the <tice and goblet ply'd. tSSS 

Thrice happy ! had they ply'd tiH reddening mom 

I>St)m silver Indus made her wish'd return. 

But Fate would lose on earth his sovereign power 

Could man with presetence read the future hour. 

As the gaunt lion, at the savage call 1240 

Of hunger, overleaps the nightly stall ; 
Tlien kills, and rends the sheep with cruel paws, 
To glut with bloody food his raTenoiis jaws : 
The Pagan thus, amidst our senseless crew 
Immers'd in slumber, helpless wretches slew : 1245 

Nor yet he rag'd with bold Medoro's feteel. 
Who seom'd that vulgar lives his force should feel. 

He came where duke Ltabretto lay encioa'd 
By his lov'd consort's arms, in sleep repos'd : 
No ur could glide between, so close they lay, 1250 

Medoro's felchion lopt their heads away : 
O envy'd death ! for sui<e their souls oonjoin'd 
In like embrace, one happy &tr6kG consjgn'd 

Ver. 1237. —silver hulut—'y A principal river in the East Indies 
which gives name to the whole country of India. 

Ver. 1248. —tohere duke Labretto lay enclosed 

By his lov\l comorff arms—^ TJus pathetic incident is 
not borrowed from VirgU* but our aiithor*fl own, and unequalled by 
say death dewribedhi the ajEpeditiBii ^ Nisaa and £uryalu8'. 
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To risk a being he no longer prix'd ; 

His generous soul such abjeet tboughts d«^'d $ tStS 

But most he fiettr'd aoma evil efaance to find 

T' obstruct the pious deed his soul desigu'd* 

Now, on their shoulders laid, the frieadlj pair 'y 

The breathless eorse, with zeal divided, bear, C 

Both pale and anxious for their dearest eare. 13903 

Soon came the God who gives to day its bbtb. 
The stars to chase from Heaven, the shades from earth ; 
When brave Zerbii^o, from whose virtuous breast 
A general's duty drove ignoble rest, 

Whose arm had cbas'd the fearful Moors by nigbt, 1325 
Beturn'd to seek the camp at dawn of Ug^; 
With him a band of kn^htfr— these soon beheld 
The distant friends that mov'd along the field 
With tardy steps : each warrior thither bent 
His course, to share the spoil that chance had sent. ISSO 
Now, now my brother ! east our load aside, 
And urge our swiftness (Cloridano 0ry'd) 
'Twere far unmeet, while from the deathful plaia 
We bear obe corse, two livii^ choold be dain. 

This said, he quits his hold, nor doubts to make i$8S 
Bis friend Medoro now th' attempt ibrsake ; 
But he, whose pious love more firm remain'd. 
The whole dear burden by himself sustain'd. 
Meanwhile the first his feet for safety ply'd. 
And deem'd his lov'd Medoro at his side. 1340 

O ! had he known that then with foes endos'd 
He left his friend to cruel fate expos'd, 
A thousand dangers would his arm have prov'd 
To save the youth whom more than life he lov'd. 
The horse, determin'd these should die or yield, 1345 

Some here, seme there dispersing o'er the field,. 
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Cot <^ the means of fi]{^t: their leader near 

Enflames their zeal : hy ereiy msfk of fear^ 

By every aemblanee, irell observed, he knev . 

That these were warriors of tiie hostile erew. USO 

Not fiff remote an aoeientfiirest stood, 
Perplex'd with thidLening trees and dwarfish wood. 
Where not a traek the tangled paths dispky'd, 
Butfixit of beasu that trod the gloomy shada: 
Thither the Fhgans fled, in hope to meet liS5 

Anud the friendly boog^ a safe retreat 

Bat he who giyes my tale a willing ear 
Musty at some fatnre time, the seipel hear. 



iNB or Tn xxoiiTxiBrfB book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

aOMTOrUATlDNor the epiiode «r Ckridano aad Medon. Aa^ 

feiiet flodf Medno womided ; die cores hk woimdy and beeomea 
«w>mnnrBd of Inm. Their auuoMgs* S^ufODetlo, Atttdpho, Ory- 
ffeony AqoilBnt* and Maiphin, are near being shipwrecked in a 
dreadfU itonn. lliey are cast at length an the hmd of the Ama- 
Bont. The stnnge hiw there tostituted. The lot falls on Mar- 
fhisatoealertheliitlbrher eomjpanions. Description of the hat- 
lie beCipeea her and nine champions of the Amazons: She IdDs 
them all, and aAertraids.eagagesvidl^teathf till night puts an 
and to 4he«gnha% which had heen fought on hodi sides with eqiiU 
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y ONE see the heart, while pla«'<L in prosperoiu state 

Oa Fortune's wheel, such imiabecs round them vait 

Of true and seeming friends ; when these no less 

By looks declare that faith, which those possess. 

Bat should to fair succeed tempestuous skies, 5 

Behold how soon each fawning suppliant flies ! 

While he who truly lov'd, ttnmoT'd remains^ 

And to his patron dead his love maintains, 

O ! did the features give sincere report, 

How oft would those, who ihine amidst a c<|ait 10 

Ver. 5. Bm thmdd tofmr mccetd Wnputuotu *Me*i} 
So Ovid, 
Donee ens feliz, rnoltM numeralnt andooi, 
Tempora d ftierint ntt1iUa,aQlai em, 

TrUt. Lib. i. El^. viu. 
When Fortune smiles, thou seest inrrounding friend* ; 
When douds arise, each boasted frkodsbip endr I 
¥2 
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In pride of rank, who hold their prmee's gnee. 

Change with their peers oppre«t an env/d place ! ^ 

The lowest name might then be lifted high» 

The greatest midst the crowd degraded lie. 

But let us to Medaeo turn, who proy'd 15 

His fiuth to him in life and death belov'd. 

For safety now the generous youth pursu'd 
The paths bewildered with entanglipg wood. 
But the dear load he laboured to sustain. 
Made eyery hope f escape pursuers vain ; 90 

While thence far distant, from the burthen fireed. 
His friend in safety fled with happier speed. 
Soon Cloridano came to where his ear 
No more ^e sound of trampling horse could hear : 
But when he npsa^d his firiend^*-What chance (he ciy'd) 3S 
Cofild from myself my better self divide ? 
Thee could I leave, who late wert wont to share 
My nearest thoogli^F U this my pious care? 
Unknowing when or where, from thee I part, 
iiiend of my choice and brother of my heart! 50 

He said : and speaking, through the winding ihade 
The track reprinted he before had made : 
Sought what he left, and twift with panting breath 
Returning trod the way that lead to death. 
He hears the foes, he hears the coursers' noiae, 5S 

And nearer hears the rider^s threatenmg -voine ; 
And, ah! too late his dear Medom knows. 
Whom helpless and on feot a hundred horse enclose. 
This troop Zerbino leads, who gives command 
To seize the youth ; he, prest on eveiy hand, 4Q 

Wheels here and there, while all Yxk tiiought h^ bends 
To save his charge, and stiU his charge defends. 
By turns he lurks beyond the Christians' reach 
Behind some Weltering elm, or oak, or beeeh, 
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At lengthy unable kmger to i 

His boDOi^d load, he lays it on the pkun. 

Still hoirering neai>-«> when in moantam shadety 

The hanter-troop a bear's retreat inirades ; 

Around her yoang the savafEe mother howls 

In dreadful anguidi and with fury growls ; aO 

While inbred strength impels her oft to fly 

On the bold foe, and deep in carnage dye 

Her reeking jaws, maternal love restrains 

Her rage, and with her cabs the beast detains. 

Now Gloridano hopeless how to lend 55 

His wanted aid, yet fiz'd to join his friend 
In life or death, and ere he elos'd his date, 
ReaolVd that more than one should share his fate. 
Swift for his bow he chose, the pointed reed. 
And took conoeal'd his aim with bloody speed : 60 

It reach'd a Scot, and, buried in his bndn, 
HurlM from his saddle, lifeless to the pbdn. 
At once the ChriiCians tnm'd with anxious riew, 
Ilzploripg whence the murderous weapon flew : 
Mean time anodier by the Pagan sent, 65 

With equal aim to pierce the second went, 
Who^ while he loud inqnir'd what unseen hand 
Had drawn the bow, and rav'd amid the band. 
The hissing dart drove On, his weaston deft. 
And while he spoke hb tongue of speech bereft. TO 

No more their chief JEerbino now repell'd 
Th' indigumt wrath, that in his bosom sweU'd, 
But rushing on Medoro— -Thou shalt bear 
The guilt— he ciy'd, then seiz'd his golden hair. 
And with strong grasp the hapless stripling drew 75 ^ 
To meet the Tengeanee to another due, > 

Whose hostile shaft the Scots iU-lated slew. J 

Then, fixing on his face an earnest look. 
Sift pity kmdled and forbade the sM^e, 
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As thus the youth his pitying gnice implored : 80 

! hy that God, in Christian lands adored ! * 
Steel not thy heart. Sir knight ! hut let me pay 
The last sad honours to this sacred clay : 

1 ask not life — O ! give me hut to hreathe 

Till to his tomh my sovereign I bequeath, %S 

But, if with Theban Creon's rage indu'd. 

Thou seek'st to glut each bird and beast with food. 

Be diese poor limbs their prey, but hence convey'd 

Let first Almontes' son in earth be laid. 

Medoro thus his moving suit address'd, 90- 

f n words to pierce the most obdurate breast } 
Zcrbino soon, his wrath decreasing, felt 
Ujs manly soul with love and pity melt ; 
When lo ! a knight, by brutal fury sway'd. 
Who little reverence to his leader paid, 95 

While yet he spoke, the ruthless spear address'd 
Agunst the tender suppliant's youthful breast 
With fierce displeasure good Zerbino view'd 
Th' inhuman stroke, but more when drench'd in blood 
He saw the youth lie senseless on the plain, }QQ 

That each, who saw his fkll, believed him slain. 
Thou shalt not perish unreveng'd (he said) 
And sudden turn'd upon th' offender's head > 

To wreak the deed ; but wheeling round, the knight 
His courser spurr'd and urg'd his rapid flight %0$ 

When Cloridano, where he stood conceal'd. 
Beheld Medoro prostrate on the field. 
He left the covert, cast aside the bow. 
And rush'd in frantic ri^ amidst the foe, 



Yen 8(5. But, if ro&h ThOan Creon*t rage indWd;} Statiua, in the 
twelfth book of his Thebaid, «ets forth, that Creon published an edi^t 
forbidding tbe bodies of the enemy to beintened. 
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"With lifted veapon to revenge his death, 11© 

Or with Medoro yield his latest breath. 

At length amidst such numerous swords he found 

His gushing blood distain the purple ground ; 

Till life, fast ebbing with the vital tide. 

He «ank contented by Medoro's side. 115 

The Scots then follow'd where their chief they view'd. 
Who through the woods his angry way pursu'd. 
Behind remain'd the Pagans, one deprived 
Of life's last breath, and one who scarce sorvivM. 
Long time in helpless state Medoro lay ISO 

Whil^ life fast flow'd in purple streams away. 
When, sent by Fortune to his timely aid, 
A damsel came in cottage weeds arrayed : 
Of humble garb ! but of a form most rare, 
Of courteous manners and majestic air. 125 

Perchance your mem'ry scarce recalls to mind, 
(So long unsung) this loveliest of her kind : 
Angelica, through every region known. 
The heiress of Cathay's imperial throne. 

When £edr Angelica had now regain'd 190 

Her ring whiijh &lse Brunello late detain'd. 
Alone she went, and fill'd with scorn and pride, 
Disdain'd the noblest warrior for her guide : 
She blush'd to think that, midst her lovers nam'd, 
Oriando or king^Sacripant had claim'd 185 

Her least regard, but most her haughty mind 
Regrets that to Binaldo once incUn'd, 



Ver. il7«— Air angry toaypurm^d^ The aeoount of Zerbino it re- 
sumed in Book xx. ver. 855. 

Ver. 130. JVhenfair Angelita^l The Itit w« h«ari ©f AngBfioa 
iKu in book sii. vw. 43t. 
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She, e'er forgetful of her regal state. 

Could bend her eyes on such an abject mate. 

But Love, who long had mark'd his slighted power^ 140. 

Resolv'd to bear her cold contempt no more. 

By poor Medoro took Ills watchful stand. 

And brac'd his bow, and held his sbatls in hand. 

Soon aa Angelica witli s&d survey- 
Beheld the youth, who pale and wounded lay, 145 
And midst his own misfortune still deplor'd 
Th' unbury'd corse of his lamented lord j 
Strange pity toucb'd her while she listening hong 
To hear the tale that faltered on his tongue. 
Then to her mind she callM, whate'er before 15© 
In India taught, she knew of healing lore ; 
An art in which such numbers there excell'd^ 

* An art by all in praise and honour held : 
Not leam'd by turning many a weary page. 
But by the sire bequeathM from age to age. 155 

Once in a lovely mead, with searching view, 
A plant she met whose virtues well she knew ; 
Or Dittany, or Panacea nam'd, 
(Whate'er the herb) for powerful influence fiim'd 
The blood to staunch and ftnom the wounaed part 160 

Each dangerous symptom drive and charm the tmart 
This now she sought, and, gathering, swift retorn'd 
To where his slaughtered lord Medoro moom'd. 
Amidst hen way a simple swain she viewed 
Who through the forest-on his horse pursu'd 16S 

' A gentle htifer, that abroad to roam, 
(Then past two days) had left her rustic home. 
The swain she led, where, issuing with his blood. 
Fast and more fast Medoro^s vigour flow'd. 
Till from his breast the ground was dy'd beneath, 17Q 
And his soul hfyer'd on die v^e«Cd«ath. 
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The yirpa from her palfrey now deaeends, 
The peamt iightiiig, on her steps attends ; 
The plant the bruises with a stone, and stands 
Tempering the juice between her iTory hands. 175 

Thb oTer his breast die sheds with aoTere^ art» 
And bathes with gentle touch th^ wounded part : 
The wound soeh virtne from the juice deriTes, 
At once the hlood is stauich'd, the youth revirei^ 
And wondrous feeb a sodden strength bestow'd : 180 

He moonts the horse which late the shepherd rode ; 
Tet went not thence, till duly first disposed 
He saw his breathless prince with earth encWd i 
And, laid by noble Dardinello dead, 
IfiB Clocidano in one funeral bed. its 

The virgin to the diepherd's cot conrey'd 
The wounded youth, and there in pity stay'd 
To wait his health restor'd ; so deep her breast 
Retained the thoughts which his first sight impress'd. 
She mari^'d his every grace, his every charm, 190 

And felt by slow degrees, a new alarm : 
QoidL beat her pulse, till soon, no more conceal'd. 
The flame borst fiuth and all her soul reveal'd. 

Begirt with hills and bosom'd in a wood. 
Of straeture neat, the peasant's dwelling stood, 195 

Which late himself had rais'd : his fiuthful wife, 
Anc children partners of his humble life. 
The damsel there Medoro soon restored 
To wonted strength, but ah ! meantime deplor'd 

▼cr. 108. The dammlthart Mtdw mm rutm^d] Spemer hat inur 
tstod tins paiMge of Ariofto, relative to Medoro and Anijelica, in bit 
HQty of BelphoBbe and Timias the aquire, idiere tlie viigin in like 
ataaner heali Timitt ; Irat in one zetpeetthe pietuie ii ivvened ; An- 
Sdiaa in Ariosioii enamoured of Medoroy but in SpeiaeritisTinms 



d by Google 



r 



60 0RLAKDO FUBtOSO^. B.lCnt. 

Her own deep wound, that ranUed in her heart dOO 

Witli heavier ang^nish, while an unseen dart 

The light-wingfd archer, still On mischief bent. 

From sparkling eyes, and golden ringlets sent. 

Still, still she lores-^-and while her care is showtt 

To cure another's pains, forgets her own., 90S 

Through him she mourns, and while his sufferings eeaae. 

Her wound but widens and her pangs increase. 

He gains, she loses strength ; and now, by tums^ 

With cold she freezes, and with heat she bums. 

From day to day improVd his beauty shines : fil# 

She, hapless maid, with wasting sorrow pines, 

like fleecy snows, that in the warmth of day. 

In heaps dissolve before the solar ray : 

Sick withrdesire, firom him she would receive 

What only can her soul's dear health retrieve ; 315 

Tet feared that gentle bliss she sought to gain. 

She frohi his proffered love m^t hope in tidn ; 

who feels a growing pasikm for Bdphcrtw. BeiphcelK, like Angel- 
ics, is akiUed in the knowledge of heriM. 

« For she of herbs bad great kMeniinient.*' 
MlAdiesof great antiquity, of the highett rank, were ddlfal ia 
plijltie and surgery. Who isignorantof Medea tiie dan^jhter of a 
king? Of Circe^orofdiewifborTliMie^wfaD tang^ Hdena tie us* 
and nature of Nepenthe? Let ns turn to romanee writers, an small iww 
itators of Homer. Sir Phifip Sydney in his Arcadia, p. 09, intnidaeet 
Oynecia having skill in surgery. In like manner Eminia in Tsasa 
attends and heals the wounded Tancred." 

See Upt&tCa Notes on Spemer. 
Ver« SIS. UkeftBBcy «n«w«— ] Spenser probably had his eye vpem 
Ibis passage in the linet deserilring die iqidfe Tlnuas ftlliag hi love 
iKcibe. 

Tet sdB he wasted, as the snow congeal^ 
Wken liw bright Sim Us beams thereon doih beat. 

mrv i(2«Mn» B. iii. «.v. st,4t. 
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Hence to her virgin shame she loosed the ties, 

And gave her tongue the license of her eyes ; 

Till he, aneoDSoiooB of the woand he made, 220 

Heard her with sighs implore his pitying aid. 

O hrave Orlando ! O Circassia's king ! 
"What are the virtues that unheeded spring 
In breastB like yours ! In vain your boasted fame ; 
"Where now the meed your glorious labours claim ? 225 
D^lare one courteous act, one kind regard 
She e'er bestow'd your sufTenngs to reward. 
O ! could'st thou, princely Agrican, arise. 
Restored from nether shades to upper skies ! 
O stem Ferran ! O thousands more unnamM ; 230 

That oft her heart with truth and "courage claim'd ; 
How would you now with jealous pail^ behold 
A rival's happy arms her limbs enfold ! 

Thus fair Angelica her grace bestows 
On young Medoro, bids him pluck the rose 23^ 

Untouch'd before, and range the hallow'd grove 
Where never yet adventurous feet might rove. 
Meantime the maid to sanctify her flame, 
With holy marriage rites concealM the shame : 
liove present smil'd, and to the nuptial bed 240 

The shepherd's wife the blushing fair one led. 

One happy mouth, befitting where they dwell'd 
In humble roof, a rustic feast they held. 
The damsel, never absent from his sight, 
Hangs on her lover with untir'd delight ; 245 

For ever round him glues her twining ai*ms, 
And clasps his neck, and kindles at his charms. 
With him in lowly cot, or leafy bower. 
By night, by day, she wastes the fleeting hour. 
At mom and eve by crystal streams they stray^ 250 

Or trace the verdant meadow's flowery way. 

Yoi. HI. G 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



63 ORLANIX) FURIOSO. B.XIX. 

At sultry noon they seek a gloomy cave. 
Like that which from Uie storm a shelter gare. 
What time the Tixgan prince and Tyrian queen* 
Their loves entrusted to the sacred scene. 255 

Where'er a tree its vei'dant boughs display'd 
O'er rills and founts to oast a waving shade. 
The knife and pointed steel the bark impress'd, 
And oft the rocks tlieir sportive toys confess'd. 
A thousand parts reveal'd their mutual flames^ S60 

A thousand places show'd the lovers' names, 
Angelica and her Medoro twin'd, 
In posied wreaths and amorous knots combin'd. 
Nov rolling time reprov'd the damsel's stay. 
And urg'd her to resume her purposM way, 265 

In India's realm's, at rich Cathay to crown 
Her dear Medoro on the regal throne. 
Around her arm a golden circlet brac'd 
Of rarest worth, with sparkling jewels grac'c^ 
In ttgn of brave Ortando's love she wore, ^70 

And long preseiVd the valu'd gift she have. 
To Ziliantes this Morgana gave. 
What time she kept him hid beneath the wave ; 

*.£neas and Dido. 



Ver. S73. TV ZiSantet this Morgana gaver-"] Morgana, the fiury of 
lidies (see Note on Book ri. ver. 369.) Ziliantes whs son of Mouodanc, 
and younger brother to Bninriiwmrt : he was beloved by Morgana, and 
after baring been eighteen years detained by her in her subtcrrancoua 
palace, was sK at liberty by the valour of Orlando, lite story of th» 
llury and her dwelling is Aill of imagination, and thus told by Boyardo. 

Orlando, traveObtg to the asmtauce of AugeHca, was met by a lady 
seated on a palftey, baring in her bands a book, and wearing at her 
l^e a rich horn of ex^uiaite workmscship ; die addre«ed Ae kni|;ht 
ihthibaaintt. 
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He, to his father Monodant restm^d 

Bre long hy virtne of Orlando's sword, 9ffS 

This cosOy bracelet with a grateftd mind 

Bestow'd, Orlando's conquering arm to hind» 

* Sir laugfat, y«M have now naet with a most wcaideHU and perilous 
adventure, which requires all the Taloe of such a champioii as yoor 
appearanoe bespeaks yoa to be. This ham, which is made by en* 
chantment, most be sounded three tunes, and every time of sounding 
liie horn eonsok the book, which will instruct you what is further to 
be done: but if any knight should finilhis courage fail at the first 
blast of the horn, he will be forever made prisoner in the ishind of the 
endanted bke. The first and second time of soonding the horn wilt 
expose you to most dreadfid and unheardi«f perils, but the third time 
will finish die adventure, and put it in your power, without any t^tn 
tber trial of valour, to make all the remainder of your life compUtely 
Imppy.** 

Oiiando, having heard diis, expressed his eager desire to undertake 
tiie adventure ; and reoeiving from the lady*s hand the book and born, 
ke sounded sueh a blast as made the earth tremble, and immediately a 
aock dividing in two parts, discovered a vast opening in the earth, 
wheaooe rushed out two furious bulk with horns of iron, and hides of 
dHKrent eoiours. Orlando, upon having recourses his book, was 
ioBtrueted to yoke t^e bulls and plough up the field that lay round the 
«oek : this, after an obstinate battle with the bulb, he performed ; and 
then setting them at liberty, diey fled with dreadful bellowings to the 
forest, and disappeared. Orlando sounded the horn a second time, 
when the earth again trembled, and a mountain near him opening, its 
summit cast forth flames in great abundance. WhUe die kidgfat im- 
patiently waited fbr the issue, a huge dragon came forth of most tr&> 
mendous aspect ; his scales were green and shone with gold, his wing» 
of difierentoolours,lielNrandished beyond his sharp teeth three tongues, 
and made a dreadful noise with the lashing of his tail, while volumes 
of smoke, mixed with sparks and flre, issued from his month and ears, 
(^iando hanng again consulted his bo(ri£, was ordered to attack the 
monsier with the utmost celerity, and attempt to sever hu head flrom 
his body before the poisonous fumes should have any fktal efi'ect '; this 
done, he was directed to take out all the dragon*8 teeth, and sow them 
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By him decreed in future time to prpTe 

With fair Angelica his pledge of love. 

Not for the giver, or his suit despis'ds 880 

But for itB cost the precious gift she priz'd. 

in the furrow* which he had jiut ploughed op. The knight then in- 
trepidly adranced to attack the monster, who caiue towardi him witk 
wings extended, and opening his jaws to swallow him, Orlando fount 
himself most dreadfully annoyed with the poison and fivp i his ahieU 
was imraediatdy consumed, his crest caught the flame, and all hia ap- 
parel was nearly burnt to ashes, white the smoke waa ao thick that hfS 
«ouU notsee to aim his Mows, till at length by a fortunate aurak« hm 
4Ut off the head of his enemy, and drawing out the teeth, aqwed them* 
as the book had directed, in the furrows of the new>pkm|^hed field* 
Turpin relates, that immediately the orestt of helmets began ta appenv 
above the grouiid, next, the breasts and-shouldera of armed men, till n 
numerous company with shouts and clamours, and the clangor of 
horns and trumpets, united their weapons, and. Aiiioualy attacked Hie 
earl ; but he, drawing his sword Durindana, and remounting hia hmrae, 
received them with such valour, that the whole number were soon 
slain, and thus ended their life nearly as soon as it began. 

It now remained to sound the horn for the last tine, which Oriand* 
having done, lo(dccd round to see the conclusion of the adventure ; 
when, nothing appearing, he began to think himself mocked : at 
length he beheld coming towards him through the flowery meadow a 
white stag,at which he exclaimed, with gceat maiks of disappointment, 
« Is this the wonderful end of my labours?" He then thxvw his book 
and hom on the ground, and was about m depart with indignation, 
hut the lady stopping him, cried out, ** Stay, valorous knight, and 
learn that no king or warrior could ever meet with a more wonderful 
advemure than this ; know, that thy work is not yet flnished: Notihr 
from hence is a place called the island of Riches, where dwells the 
Ikiry Morgana, who is deputed by Heaven to dispense to mortals aU 
^he wealth that is enjoyed in dus world : she hides her treasures in 
the bowels of the earth, and has sent this white hind to enrich you, as 
a glorious recompense for your having three times sounded that hom, 
which no man before ever sounded a second time. The fairy senda 
through the world this stag, which is enchanted, and has, as thou seeat, 
gdden hmrw : he who wishes to take him must pursue him with un- 
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This midst the ide of tears she strangely kept, 
CWhere captive maids their cruel fortune wept) 
When, bound by savage hands, she naked stood 
To feed tlie monster risinif from the flood, 285 

venotled Tigottr for aU days, snd 4m Ae Knrc9Bth day he win ttop by the 
aide of a fountain to wash, and there tuflkr Unuelf to be taken : tMf 
wonderful animal sheds his faoms nz tunes a day, every branch of his 
lums bean thirty ingou of sold: so that having obtained this stag, 
ibaa wih be possewed of every happiness which wealth can purohase, 
and may*st moreover acquire the love of the llnry Morgana, whose 
beauty is unparallekd." 

Oriando scarcely sufRsred the lady to finish her diieoune, but re* 
pKed with a snale, that he was not oome thither for such intent, that 
he despised riches, and only sought for the reward that attends great 
and glorious aetious** 

Upon this Orlando detivered the book and horn again to the lady, 
and resumed his journey towards Albracca. 

Astolpho, Biaaldo, Iroldo, and Prasildo travelling together, Ibund 
a lady in great aflUetion, who related to them that her sistor was fallen 
into the hands of a cruel ^xut, who hai^g stripped her naked 



Ver. 282. This nUdH the isle of tear* the etrangely A^J RuseeSif 
the Italian commentator, has taken great paina to recoieilethe seem" 
ing impossibility that Angelica diould eontinnein possess io n of this . 
bracelet^ when she was stript naked by the people (tfSbuda: he sup- 
poses that dtese islanders, who are represented 90 superstitious by the 
poet,nught think ita more aeceptahle and faooouraUe oflSaing to 
Proteus, if they exposed the virgin with this ornament 10 be devoured 
by die monster, as the ancieoM were accustom e d in Aeir saorifices to 
giid die horns of the victim, and decorate them widft odicr idle cere- 
iQoades. But surely the poet might as well himielf have thus aoooontp 
ed for the difficulty in his narrative : this may serve, however, as ope 
specimen, among many othen, of the genius of the Italian comipen* 
t&tors, who would generally defend their favourite poet in the nMt 
llj^iring absurdit)'. 

* See note to Book yi. ver. 289. 
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ORLANDO JFURIOSO. B. XIX. 



Now wanting gold to give the ainkple pair. 
The shepherd and his wife, whose honest eare 
Show'd, whfle the lovers shared their homely board. 
Such friendly welcome as their means afford, 

aftdbcNnidliertoatree^teoargedlierfromtiineto dmeinaiiMMtia* 
human maimer: on dus the knighti en|^ged to do their atmoct to de» 
liver her ; and «xm after all togedner arrived at a river, over whid» 
was a bridge ao narrow that only one person could pass onfoot: on 
tike further side of die river was a tower where Uie villain inhslitFJ^ 
and in the meadow a large and deep lake: the knights beheld the un* 
ibrtunate woman tied to cypress tree, and badied in blood, while hev 
tormentor ezerciied his emelty upon her. Iroldo and Pmsijdo, having 
ftrst passed the bridge, separately attacked the villain, but were hoch 
overoome, and cast by him to the bottom of the lake. Rinaldo then at* 
tacked him; and after anobsdnatecomhat, the viUain,in vain endeav- 
ouring to disengage himself from BinaldoV hdd, thnMumself with 
Rioaldo into the lake, where both immediately sunk to the bottom and 
disappeared* leaving Astolpho in great affliction for the loss of his 
friend. The lady, who was tied to the tree» was rdeastd, and the tvwa 
- listers, with Astolpho, departed, taking with them BinaldoV hone 
Bayardo. ^ 

Orlando, having destroyed the garden of Fiderina,* arrive!, aeean>> 
panied by that enchantress, where the above mentioned warriors, wiHh 
Dudon, who had dnce been made prisoner with them, were k^ ia 
the enchanted lake. The earl there beheld a trophy raised of tha 
arms of Rinaldo, and supposing him to be dain, forgot all the enmity 
tbat had subsiited between them, immediately passed over the bridge 
to revenge his death, and furiously attacked Arridano, who lay in the 
neadow exulting over the trophy oS Rinaldo. A dreadful battle cm- 
sued between them ; Ibr Morgana had not only given Arridano im« 
penetrable armour, but had formed such a spdl that the strength of 
the giant always exceeded six times the strength <^ every one with 
whom he was engaged. Atlength Arridano, seizing Orlandoy as be 
had beflxre Rinaldo^ plunged with him headlong into the lake. Faleri- 
na, terrified at the sight, immediately fled : andas soon as theeom- 
bathnts readbed the bottom, Oriando found himself in the middle of a 
heautifnl neadow, surrounded by a wall of crystaL The knight^ at 
* Saa MCbta Book xfi. ver. lOSy Ibr this story. 



d by Google 



B. XIX, . ORLANDO FURIOSO. 67 

This fix>m her arm she drew, and bade the swain 299 

The Tidu'd treasure for her sake retam. 

Now tow'rds the hills the happy lovers ride. 
The steepy hills that France from Spain divide ;^ * 

heiUl,eDdeaTOfared inndn toewape fhmi the gnsp of Arridano,bttt 
MiooiiMdieytotiehed the grooiid, his enemy loosened his hold^ and 
^waght to atrip him of his armour, when the earl renewed the eom- 
faat with greater fury than ever, and at length, by the help of Ms 
fwaid Balisardft, against wfaich no enchantment couU STail, he de- 
lved the enemy of fii^. 

Oriando then, entering at a portal which he disooTered in a roci^ 
passed on for a long time in total daricness, till at last he discovered 
a light that shone lUce the son at noon day, when he came to the bank 
of a wide riv«r, over which wasa long narrow bridge, where stood the 
flgnre of an armed man al| of iron, and beyond the bridge was a plain 
heaped with pearls and precious stones, more in number than the flow- 
era diat adom^the earth in spring, or the stars of Heaven. This 
pfawe contained the treasures of the fairy Morgana. 

CMando then with his drawn swcnd attempting to pass die bridge 
Hk anned figure struck it with hit massy dub, an4 the whole ^ 
sunk imm^^tely into the river: while Orlando stood gazing in ad- 
jBdntinn, another bridge appeared in the place of the former : the 
hni^tt again attempted the passage, but the armed figure again rais*; 
•dhis duh,and the bridgesunk as before. Oriando thus bafiled, yet 
determined to reach the furdier side, now exerting all his strengtl^ 
widi a profiles eflbrt leaped over the river, armed as he was, and 
aKg^ted sail; in the meadow, where entering into a large square build- 
ing, he beheld the figure of a king seated on a throne with numbers 
standing roond hira : they were all formed of gold, and covered with 
pearls, mbies, and diamonds : before the Idng was a table spread with 
a most magnificent banquet ; but over his head was suspended a 
drown sword with the point downward, and at his left hand stood one 
widk his bow bent as ready to let fly an arrow; on his right side stood 
awNfaer, exacdy resembling the former, holding a scroll in his hand 
with this inscription : « Rkhea and Prnnp are ^ no value if posset^ 
vUhfiaryOnd Pleasure and Greatness avail us nothing ifacquind 
rtUh the loss ofpeace,^ On the middle of die table, on a fleur^e-lyt 
of gold, was a ruby of pradigioat size^ which gave 1i|^ l» aD die 
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Thenee to Valencia they direct their way» 

Or Barcelona there awhile to stajy 295 

Till thence some vessel vith propitious gale, 

Should loose for eastern lands the spreading sail : 

p lMC, and cp each ride wm a door that led from <he aatoon. Qriandi^ 
vho paid fitUefttfientkm to the riches which he hefaeld, attempird to 
enter die ofllie doors, but found no light to guide his Bteps: recalliii^ 
tiMSi to mind the carboneky he resolved to make use of it, and ad- 
vaneed to leize'itybut die figure that stood with hb bow bent^ imme- 
diatdy let fly an anvw that struck the eazbunek, which imiufdiaiHy 
4ewoifrftomtfaelleui*de4ys, and left the earl indazimess: adraad- 
fill earthqnakf then followed, aceompanifd with repeated dapa at 
thunder, while Orlando stood undaunted expecting the issue. Th« 
carthqnake and thnndn: ceasing, the stone again took its pJace on fbm 
fleaiHle-l]fs, and enlightened the saloon widimore splendorthan b^ 
fore. 71iekni|^ attempted again to seize the carbuncle, but the 
archer again shot his arrow, and all was kft in darkness; theduunder 
and earthquake returned, and continued above an holir, till the car- 
bunelecnee more resumed iu stadon. Orlando, determined to pur> 
sae his purpose, rushed forwards intrepidly with his lifted shield, im 
which he received the arrow that fell inefiectual to thegroond; he 
Aen took the stone without further opporition, and, directing his stepa 
by the enchanted light, descended a sturcase wluch led to a priMK^ 
in whidi were confined Rinaldo, Brandimart, and Dudon. Cyrlando 
bdield on a rode the following words engraven: ^ Whoever thoa ai% 
Oknis^ordamsd! that hast reached this place, know that thmi 
shaltnever return, unless thou canst seize the fidry that inhabits these 
regions, whose locks grow only from her fordieadf and who is ball 
behind.** Orlando^ having read this inscription, traversed a beaudAd 
meadpw enanielled with a thootand different flow^ and at bat ctpf^ 
ed Morgana adeep by the side of a fountain ; he stood some time in 
oontemplatian of her beauty, when he suddenly heard a voice that 
bade him seize the fairy by her forelock beime she awaked and es» 
caped Ids hands : at the sound ctf this voioe (Mando turning, came to 
a rock of crystal, through which he beheld imprisoned Budon, Riiial> 
do» and ftwidimart: at dus sight the earl, gready afflicted, lifted op 
1^ sword to have hewn an opening in the rock, but the three kniglitB 
le^Ued aloud to him to fbrbear, for should therock be broken theymmt 
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And now, deflcending from the moantain's he^t, 

The sea belov Gsrona sttniek their tight. 

Thus joiimejing on, vpon the sands they viev 900 

A naked odan of pale and ghastly hue; 

so incnlauy p6ru&> Onando was toBn addrciiBd Dy a Mawifol 

iiiU nis unc dlsdy, who SBoneA in great alttetkoy and taU Urn tlwc 

«•• no mj in enter the prison hot by a gale whkh ai^eaiad of din* 

anndt and emeiakb, of which Morguw kept the keys; to procnm 

nrbieh he mnM immediately nttnm to the fiwaHaSn,snd e ude a fanr ts 

•eeofeberpenon. T%e earl, ioqpatient to enter the roek* basteaed 

haaktotiie fiMmtain,a4iefehelbdnddielUrydaneing, and lingiaf 

fkem wwds : << Whoever is dcnroas to enjoy in thb world wcaM^ 

pieaMire^lionoan, and dignitiet, let him lay hold ontUs goUen hick 

Aatlwearftommyftreheady-andlwiUAilfil aUhU wiriies: hatlet 

Umnotlofqsotfaeadvantsgeinhis pafwer,nnee lime past ean never 

beveeallBd; IihaUtnrafimnhimandleavelnm to lament his fbUy.* 

80 sang the fairy; hot as soon as she behekl Orlando approaching, 

she immediatbiyAed with the utmost speed, the knight pufsuing her 

till they left the meadow, and came into aeountryftiB of hriavs and 

brambles; and now the sky was suddenly overeast, when ftva a dazk 

cave rushed oat a female figure of ghastly appearance, with a pale 

and nuagre countenance, holding in her hand a sooui^;e, which she 

eontiniully exercised on hemelf; but seeing Oriando hold Morgana 

in ehaoe, the began to follow Mm, and when hedeinandMl who she 

was, she replied, <» My name isRcpentance, and I come to bear you 

asmpany till the end of your course, during which you mnst feel the 

severity Of* my stripes.** As she spoke thus, Orlando conlmoed ts 

lNinaeMorgana,whileae hag, dose bdrind, from time to time ap» 

plied her scourge to Um, nor could all histhrcntsor valour Ace him 

ftvn her persecution; at hmgth he ovcruiok the ftiry, and Ihstemng 

his hand in her lock, the hag, that tin then had fhOBwed, immediately 

left him, the sky cleared up, the country assumed a smiHag appear 

snee, and, instead of thorns aod briars^ the earth was eovcRd with 

odoriferous flowers. Oriando having stayed die fidry, dcaasnded of 

hnr the keys of the prison, whidi she engaged to deliver to him, upon 

•sedition that he would feavc behind Ziliantes,the son sf Monodsn^ 

ts which Orlando agreed. Morgana then gave up the kay% and all 

hnr prisoners, except Zthames, were set at hbertf. » 
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TO ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XIX. 

Like some foal swain he lies with brutal raiea. 

His seDse distraught, his limbs with filth obscene : 

He leaps upon them fierce (as unwares 

A snarling cur the passing stranger scares) 305 

AAcr Orlando bad aehieved this adventure, he fell with Bnnfi- 
mart into the JuumU of Mnofodant, who bad long aideavmiMd to get 
Qriando/into his power, in order to deliver him up to Moiganay who 
on these terms, had premised to restore his son Ziljantes: Brandimarc 
persuaded his IHend to make his escape, and remained bdund in his ^ 
ftead. Orlando then repaired again to the enchanted dwelling of 
Morgana, when comiitg to the river and bridge, where he formeriyin- 
eountered Arridano, he beheld a lady bitterly weeping and lamenting 
over the body of a dead dragon : while Orlando stood wondering at 
•uch a spectacle, the lady took the dragon in her arms, and entering « 
bark, went into the middle of the lake, and suddenly disappeared. In 
the mean time another bidy accosted Orlando : this was Fkmielis, wifb 
to Bnndnnart, who now impkired the assistance of the eari for her 
husband, whom she supposed to be priK>ner in the palace of Morga- 
na, but was to her great joy acquainted that Brandimart had been al- 
ready freed from that confinement, and that Orlando had once mora 
undertaken the adventure of the lake to deUvd: Ziliantes ftnm the 
fairy. 

While flordehs was making vows fbr the soteess of Orbuido,the 
knight advanced towards a little gate concealed under a rock cover- 
ed over with thorns and brambles, by wt&di he lately left the subter* 
ranean dwelling: through this, after a long descent, he came to the 
place wfaete tiie goklenking satat the table, and passed on till he ai^ 
rived at the garden of Morgana, where he sawfte fairy by theside 
of the Ibunlain with the beautiful youth Zihantes, whom she was car- 
ening wiA the utmost tenderness, bat whoae face was still impressed 
with ft deadly paleness, through the enwl reooUectian of his bite 
dreadful metamorphosis. 

When Orlando, after having shin Arridano, had defivered the pria- 
oners and departed, Morgana, whose cruelty exceeded her beauty, by 
the force of spelb and incantations, transformed the wi-etched 
ZiBantes into the shape of a fearful dragon, in order to place him at 
a guard to the bridge ; but whether from a too powerful appUcatioi 
«f her spells, or fihom whatever other causey no sooner had the youth 
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And dureateDs tore to work them woe, ftnd seem : 
But to Marphisa let us now return.* 

To her, to Gryphon, AquiUj)t again. 
To good Astolpho let us change the strain, 

* HeftUovt Aagdiea and Medotv, B. zxix. Ter. 413. 

amamed hia new finin,but he uttered a loud cry and expired. The 
Ikiry, ineootolaUe at diis event, carried hnn back with her to her 
habitatkiD, where by her powerful art the reitored him again to lif^ 
and to his own natnral shape. 

As soooai Orlando saw Morgana, he rushed upon her, and tamA 
her by the loeks, when she immediately had recourse to supplications, 
offering him infinite riches if he would permit SSUantes still to remain 
wiA her ; the knight deaf to all her entreaties, took Ziliautes by tha 
hand, and led him up the passage by which he had descended; butbe- 
fore he released the fairy, whom he still held by the locks, he made 
her swear by Demogorgon, the terror of fairies, that she neyer more 
would fisturb him with her incantations. Morgana baring sw<hii, de- 
scended to her habitalioi), and Orlando, with Ziliantes, came out at 
the entrance of the rock, where they found Flordelis on her fcneeg. 
AU three then departed together for the court of Mbnodant, where 
Orlando delivered Ziliantes to his father, and where Brandimart, who 
had been stolen away in his infancy, was disoorered to be the son of 
Monodant, and elder brother to Ziliantes." 

OrU Irm, Book L C. xxiv. zxv. B. ii. C. vji. vui. xji. xiiL 

Amidst all the extravagant wikbess of these fictions of nmane^ 
the dassic reader will disoover many injndents taken from the bona 
and mythological fables of antiquity : In peruang the adventure of 
the enchanted horn, achieved by Orlando in the beginning of this nai^ 
rative, every one must remember the dragon of Cadmus, and the bulb 
•f Jason. It has been already observed (see note to Book vi.Ter. 209.) 
that Spenser had undoubtedly inhiseye the pahiee of MoKgaas^ whas 



Ter. 308. -^GrjjpAon, AqyUaM—Aaolphofl Sansooetto ii here 
ouitied by the poet, though one of dkeir company. * 
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Who, spent with toil, while present death they view'd, SIO 

But ill oppos'd the furies of the fiooil : 

Three days the storm with ceaseless terror ragfd. 

And gave no token yet of wrath assuag'd: 

he described the ricbef of Mammnn; he hat a naa of coUm mold, 
tint like the Italian poet^s iron guard, defends a panage. 

He brwigtat him to a darkMnne nanow ftiait^ 
To a taraad g:ate all buik of beaten gold ; 
Tlie gate was open, but theicia did vait 
A sturdy viUain striding stiff and baU^ 
As if the highest God defy he would ; 
In his right hand an iron club be held. 
But be hiBuelf was all of golden moM, &e. 

f^siry jgueen. Book ii* C Yu. St. 4XV 

IMIr. Warton gives an account of a book, intitled Gesta Romanaruna» 
date supposed to be about 1473, where, among many wonderful sto- 
ries, is a story, the latter part of which is very similar to this descent 
•f Orlando to the palace of Morgana. 

*^ There was an image in the city of Rome, which stretched forth 
its right hand, on the middle finger of which was written, strike here. 
For a long time none could understand the meaning of this mysterie- 
•us inscription. At length a certain subtle clerk, ^lio came to see 
thU famous image, observed, as the sun shone against it, the shadow 
■f the inscribed finger on the |pn>und at some distance. He immedi- 
atdy took a spade, and began to dig exactly on that spot. He cazao 
at length to a flight of steps, which descendol far under ground^ and 
led him to a stately pafaice : here he entered a hall, where was a Idn^ 
and queen sitting at a table, wiih their nobles and a multitude of peo> 
pie all clothed in rich ganments; but no person spcdce a word. Me 
hwked towards one ewnor, where he saw a polished carbuncle, yAoA 
Ittuminatbd the whole room : in the opposite comer he. perceired the 
ftgnreof a man standing, hating a bended bow with an arrow in hfli 
hand, as prejpared to shoot. On his forehead was written, / am sdW 
«m, nothing can ua^te my stroke, not even yonder carbuncle which 
shines so bright. The clerk beheld all with amazement, and entering 
a chamber, saw the most beautiful ladies working at the loom in pur- 
fik»i butaHwassitenoew He then ent«eda stable ftiU of the moM 
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The iMMtile toige and wind's ineieanDg power 

From head to stern the phmlu and tackUng tore ; SI5 

And what unbroken seem'd the storm to braTe, 

The sailor hew'd and hnri'd into the Vave. 

One stands apait and marks with head declin'd 

The vessel's eoorse^ as pale beside him shin'd 

The lanthom's gleam, and one with carefal sight S2t 

The bold examines by the torches' light. 

One at the prow, one at the stem ex^^ores 

The glasses' sands that show the waining hoar% 

And oft returns to learn the vessers way. 

How fiur her track, and how her bearings laj. 3C5 

Then in the middle ship, with chart in hand, 

"Each hastens where th' affrighted sailor-band 

Their pilot meet, and mutual aid demand. 

Now to limisso's fatal coast we steer ; 

(Thus one began) her dangerous sands appear ! 330 

See ! Tripoly's sharp rocks (another cry'd) 

That oft the Tesael's shattered planks divide. 

oedlait hones and saief; he touched wme of then* and thqr wese 
rnimwiistdy turned into sUme. He next nirveyed all the apartmcnti 
•f dbe pahue, which abounded widi all that hit wiahet could denre : 
he asain Tinted lh» hall, aad now began to lefieot how heihoaU re- 
snm; but (ayi he) all my report of these tibingiwfll not heheUcvedf 
«iile«tIean7ioiBetbingbaekwithme. He theiefoee ts(ik flmn the 
prineipal table a golden cap and a golden knifei and pkeed them in 
his boiomy when the man, who ttood in the corner with the bow, inuoe- 
diaiely ihot at the eai1>ondK, which he shatteredinto a thousand pieces, 
at that moment kbeeame dark as night; In ibis darkness notbting 
aUe to find his way, he remained in the subtemnean palace, and sooB 
dsed a nasecabl* death." 

See XToittfiV ffinovy of Fsetry, wiLiii. p. alir. 



Yet. 390. Now to Umitte's 'fatal cotut—'] Called by the aneieiils 
9mes; certain dangtsroos sands on the confines of Aftia near Bgypt. 
Vo». n». H 
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One eriea — ^Behold as on Satalia borne. 

Which many a mariner has eaose to moom. 

Each reaaons as he thinks, while every breast 335 

Pale terror and despair alike possessed. 

Th' ensuing mom with greater force prevailM 

Hie wbd and sea that still the bark assail'd. 

At once the wind the shattered foresail tean. 

And from the helm the sea the rudder bears. 340 

Who fears not now must bear a breast of steel. 

Or marble heart, unknowing how to feeL 

Marphisa, she, who danger late defy'd. 

No longer here her secret dread deny'd. 

What TOWS of pilgrimage the seamen frame ! 315 

To Sinai, Rome, Ettino's virgin-dame, 

Galitia, Cyprus, but o'er all so dear. 

That hallow'd tomb which CfaristiBn souls revere ! 

Meantime aloft amidst the surging tides. 

Amidst the clouds the groaning vessel rides. 350 

The trembling pilot from the creaking mast 

The mainssil cutB^ and now he bida to cast 

From poop or prow, into the greedy flood. 

Huge chests and bales^ with every useless load. 

He dear'd eadi part, and to the roaring wave 355 

Bi^ merchandize and shining treasures gave. 

One ply'd the pump, fitmi rushing streams to free 

The ship, and to the sea retomM the sea. 

Another watch'd where'er the surge he 'spy'd 

With lashing force the phuik fitun plank diviie. 360 

▼or, 340. — £alfM^« vir g ii ^da m e ; ^ Some wjr, that bjr Ettiiao is 
means* cttlsni diiiidi dedieaied to the Viigin Mary, built among 
iheraioiof Aqoileia: and lo called from Utmo, a roek in tbedty. 
Ochen Hiy,lhat it it aplaoein Candia, called Uno, where is a churoli 
1 to Ihe iniigiB^ fiunoiM fiar niany impaled nirseles. 
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Four dreadfal days, on mountain-billows cas^ 
The seamen toil'd, and every hope was past ; 
When sadden breaking on their raptnr'd sight. 
Appeared the splendor of Saint Ermo's light ; 

Yar. 364. —SaifA Erm9*s Ughti] NatimiUsCs explain that thf# 
igtitBii^ch appear to nilon are flram natural causes, and beKcve 
tbatlbey not only are leenoo the maiti of drips, but also (mthetops 
of lances in anarmy. It it however the firm opiiuan of marinen^ 
that such phsenomeoa are sent as marks of favour ftom their profiee* 
tar SaJntErmOy whose remains are held in great Teneration at Gaeca. 

CamoeBS in his Lusiad describes these lights dut are<^len seen ia 
the time of a storm : Gamaygivinganaceountof Ins voyage to die 
iciiigof Melinda, says: 

Those dreadful wonders of the deep I saw 
Which fill'd the sailon* hieasu with sacred awa; 
And which the sages, (tf their leamiiig vam, 
Kstbem the phantoms of the dreamful brain : 
That hving fire, by seamen held divine. 
Of Heaven's own care in storms the holy aign, 
MThich midst the hontm of the tempest playi^ 
And on the bJasts' daiik wings wiH gaily blaze ; 
These eyes distinct have peen that living fire 
Glide through the storm apd reond ray sails aspire. 

*< This phsBDomenon is thus accoonted finr In Natural Jffistory. Hif 
sulphureous vapours of the air, after being violently agitated by a 
tem|iest, unite, and when the humidity begins to subside^ as is the 
case whai the storm is almost exhausted, by the agitadon of their 
atoms, they take fire, and are attracted by the masts and cordage o€ 
theship. Being thus natmaOy the pledges of the approacMa^calB^ 
it is DO wonder that the superstition of sailors should in all ages have 
esteemed them divine. In the ejtpedition of the Golden Fleeoe, in a 
violent tempest, these fires were leen to hover over the heads of Castor 
and Pollux, who wore two of the Argonauts, and a calm immediately 
ensued. After the apotheosis of these heroes, the Grecian sailors ia% 
voiced these fires by the names of Castor and PoUoSyor die somef 

'^ ilOdtfeVirotetDibeahiyftpasn^k 
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Low settling^ on the prow, with ray serene 865 

It shone, for masts or sails no more were seen. 

The crew elated saw the dancing gleam ; 

£<ach, on his knees, ador'd the favonring heam ; 

And hegg'd, with trembling voice and watery eyes, 

A truce from tlireatening waves and raging skies. • 370 

The storm (till then relentless) ccas'd tii roar. 

South, East, and blustering North were heard no more : 

Now reign'd sole tyrant o*er the seas extent, 

Th' inclement West, while fit>m his mouth he sent 

A powerful blast, and with it urg'd along $fS 

The foamy cttiTent» terrible and strong ; 

That drove the flying bark witli swifter force 

Than strength of wiiig impels the falcon's course^ 

While the pale pilot deem'd iiis vessel lost. 

Or driven beyond oar world to Ocean's utmost coast 589 

The wary seaman hence his skill apply'd. 

And from the poop amidst the tumbling tide 

His anchor cast : the anchor slipp'd at need 

With haulser huge, abates their fearful speed. 

By this, but chief by Hearen's preserving aid« S85 

Whose happy omen, on the prow display'd. 

Revived their hope, the ship securely rode. 

That else had sunk entom'd feteneath the flood 

Now from Laiazzo's gutph the Syrian lands 
They see, where high % peopled city stands, 9Q% 

Of circuit wide ; and nearer they survey 
A fort oo either side to guard the bay. 

Soon as the pilot well the iimd esfnei^ 
Ob htrpale cheek the jfr^ted colour dies : 
Be loaths the hateful coast ; yet would he try S95 

The deep once more, he knows not how to fly : 
His masto and yjirds are kwt, and rent away 
His sails and tackUng scatter'd o'er the sea. 
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The wretehy whom fate orduos these climes to gain. 

Is made a captive, or unpilyM slain. 400 

While thus Aey pans'd, the seamen fear'd to view 

Emhaiidng from the shcffe a numerous crew, 

With vessels arm'd against their ship nnite. 

Unfit for sea, hot more unfit for fig^t 

While thus in fearfu} doubt the ]^lot stands 405 

Which course to take, the English knight demands 
What secret thoughts his wavering breast divide. 
And why he sought not in the port to ride ? 
To whom the pilot thu»-*Yon hostile strand 
Is lin'd with women, whose inhuman hand, 410 

By ancient law, each stranger-guest consigns 
To deadi reientleBi^ or in chains confines : 
He only 'scapes, whose arms m measured field 
Can make ten champions to his prowess yield : 
And next, at nig^ a softer conflict prove, 415 

To win ten females in the lists of love. 
Should he f achieve the former task suffice. 
But in the second fiul, he surely dies ! 
He £es ! and, destin'd to ignobe toil, 
Ifis fiiends their cattle feed, or torn the soil ! 420 

Ip both the trials should success ensue. 
He gains full freedom for bis social crew. 
Himself unfree—^ husband he remains 
Often fiur females, as l^is <dioice ordains. 

Astolpho heard, nor could from laughter hold 435 

At this strange custom by the pilot told. 

Ycr. 4i)0* nwAofn aepOcttfuM-^rm hottUegtrantl 

UlMdTpkhivmienr'l This itrange itiiry of the Ajsar 
TomisnottobelbttndinBoTardo. Ariosto in this IkUe seems to ha^e 
Uemledtheaeeouatsof dieAnuuai'sof aniMiiiitjr with those of the 

H2 
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Now Sanflonetto^ now Matphiia near, 

Now Grjphon with his brother eame to hear 

Why thus aloof the shattei'd haik reniidtfd, 

Nor with her crew the inviting harbour g»n^d 4dO 

Here let me perish (thus the pi)ot spoke) 

Ere bow my neck to such if^oble yoke. * 

Alike with him agreed the sailor crew : 
Not so Marphisa and the warlike few. 
Far other they, who safer deem'd the shore ASS 

Beset with arms, than seas where tempests roar ; 
Who more the billows feai^d and wrecking sands ■ 
Than weapons hrandishM in a hundred hsiMfar. 
This — every place^-^hey held seonre from fear, 
Where'er their grasp cottld wield the sword or spear, 44# 
Eager they bum the hostile strand to gain ; 
But England's warrior foremost of the^trahi. 
Demands to land ; his magic horn he knew 
(If arms should &il) would every force subdue. 
Now divers parts they took : one loudly ciyM 446 

To make the port, as loudly one deny*d. 
▲t length the pilot, urg*d by stronger force. 
Unwilling to the harbour shap'd his eoor^. 

When first discovered on the distant Hood, 
Full in the cruel city's view they stood, Mf$ 

The mariners beheld a galley leave 
The laud, and with a crew the billows cleave 
T' assail theh* wretched bark, while unreMlvM 
Uncertain schemes their jarring breasts revolved. 
Now to the prow and stern the invading train 455 

Huge cables fix, and tlinmgh the dashing xoait 
-Im^l the bulk, till ui^g'd by strength of Oiuv 
And drawn with ton it gains at Icfngth the sfaofeir. ' 
Meantime the kinghts theiftlmbS in' armour case, 
And by their sides the trostgr fiilehkn place, 4^0 
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* 
And strive, iriCh danntlefli looks and words, to cheer 
The pilot's doahtSy md ease the searaen's fear. 

The spacioos harbour like a cresiseot bends, 
And four long miles in winding eourse extends i 
From horn to horn a narrow mouth appears, 465 

And at each horn a fort it* smnmit rears. 
The natives fear no foes can e'er prevail 
Till ibrtane £rom the south their walls assail. 
Built like a theatre in wide extent 
The circling dtjr reach'd the hill's descent 4f 

No sooner enter'd, when, by rumour blown. 
The ship's arrival through the land was known. 
And arm'd with bows in all the dress of war, 
ffiz thousand femries to the port repair. 
A range of ahipa from toek to rock they place, 473 

Each hope of flight from eveiy la-east to chase. 
And with huge phains, prepar'd fbr such design, 
Close up the mouth, and all within confine. 
A hoary matron, who in length of years 
Like Hecuba or Cttmsf's maid i^pears^ 4S0 

The pilot calb, o^d wills him to reply 
If there his wretched partners choose to die ; 
Or wiser, as the counttys laws declare. 
Submit their necks the servile yeke to bear \ 
To each the choice is offer^d-^there to Aill 485 

With freedomf— or survive in hopeless thrall: 

'Tis true, should one amongst you dare engilge 
(She cries) with ten th' unequal fight to w^ : 
These should he slay, and next in one short night 
Woo ten fair damsels to the nuptial rite, 4ft0 

IVith us a sovereign^js rank he shall possess. 
And you, if such your will, depart in peace : 
Or all, or part, secsirely here m»y Uve, 
The cheice h voun, andtlMpe liM terass wegivie^ 
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Who her« in freedom would remain, most wed 495 

ten females to partake his maniage hed. 

Bat should your champion in the listed fields 

Though liTing, to the ten in provess yield. 

Or want the powers the seeond prize to gain. 

We will that you he slaves, and he be slain. 500 

The beldame thus ; but where die deem'd to meet 
With doubt or terror, found a dauntless heat 
|n etery knight : eaeh on himself relies, 
And hopes in either list to win the prize. 
No less Marphiw's heart with courage glows, 505 

Though for the second task her sex she knows 
But ill prepared, yet hopes she to supply 
With sword the gifts that Nature might deny. 
Their answep then, in general council weigfa'd. 
The pilot to the hoary dame convey'd : 510 

That one apiongst them stood prepa^<i to prove 
The task of battle first, and then of love. 

No more oppos'd, the seamen now secure 
Their anchor, and oqi land the vessel moor. 
The bridge is cast, and from the deck proceed S15 

The shining warrior and the prancmg steed. 
Amidst the city with stirprise they view 
The mighty numbers of the female crew. 
With shorten'd vesture part on horseback 8warm» 
Or m the crowded sqiiare like warriors arm. 590 

The men nor spear, nor sword, are seen to bear. 
Nor ought of weapons that pertain to wa|>. 
Save only ten— «nd these, as late I t(4d, 
(So ancient custom wills) their lances hold, 
The rest attend the loom, the needle ply, 535 

Or twist the wool, or cull the various dye : 
Adown their limbs long quktron garments flow. 
Their mien it feminine, their pace is dow. 
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S«me kept in chains, at will their tyrants send 

The lands to culture, and the herds to tend. 5^ 

Feyr are the nudes, and scarce the region round 

A hundred for a thousand females found. 

The knights who deemM hy lot to fix his name, - 
Whose arm might for the rest the combat claim, 
WouM from the chance the martial dame* withhold, 535 
By sex unfit amdist their names enroti'd 
Both palms to win ; but she with noble pride 
WUl with her peers the fated scroll abide. 
On her i€ fell— I first in fight will die 
Ere you (she cry'd) in cruel bondage lie : 541) 

This steel (and as she spoke her ti*u8ty sword 
She grasp'd) your pledge of safety shall aiTord. 
With this I mean each fatal tye to loose. 
As Alexander cut the Gordian noose. 
While earth endures, no stranger shall again 545 

Of this dire law and cruel land complain. 
Thus she ; and what her favouring fortune sends* 
Bach knight allows, and to her arm commends 
The glorious charge such numeix)us foes to brave. 
And fall in battle, or their freedom save. 550 

Now ready clad in mail and cuirass bright 
She hastens to tlie field, and claims the fight. 

Far in the city was a square enclos'd. 
And set apart with seats around dispos'd. 
To please the vulgar herd with many a fray 555 

Of wrestling, tournament, and martial play. 
Four brazen gates, that open in the place. 
Admit the press, while through the crowded spate 
Arm'd females throng where blending hope tend fear, 
They bid Marplusa m the list api»ear. 5^ 

*MRrph^ 
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. The firgm enters oa a dappled ateed 

Of «oloiir grey, of more than eoranum breed ; 

SmaU Vas his head, his joints were stron^y but, 

Froadly he paw»d and champ'd the frothy hit 5 

Fireflash'dhiseyes-^afromathoasandmor^ 565 

Of geuerotts strain in Norandino's storey 

The monarch chose, and, deck'd with trappaigg hnv^ 

The regal present to Marphisa gave ; 

Who^ entering at the south, where on the gale 

The mid^iay shone, stood stUl the charge to wait; 57m 

Kor waited long, when echo'd sharp and clear, 

The trumpet's clangour rung in eveiy ear. 

Then from the portal of the north she saw 

Her ten exponents to the combat draw. 

The first bold knight, who look'd himself a host, SU 

Seem'd in hit arm the force of all to boast 

The list he entered on a courser's back 

Of strongest fame, and more than raven black. 

Save that his front and hindmost foot display'd 

Some snow-white hairs amid the dusky shade. s$o 

Clad like his steed m sable weeds of woe 

The champion came, as if he meant to show 

An emblem of his own distressful state. 

How small his comfort, and his griefs how great ! 

The trumpet sounds, and to the chaj^ addrest ^85 

At once nine warriors pUce the huice in rest : 
But he, the mourning knight, whose noble heart 
Disdains th' advantage, stands awhile apart ; 
Howe'er compell'd in such a hateful cause, 
Besolv'd in this his will should bend the lawa : S60 

Apart he stands, the conflict to survey. 
And see one lance with nine dispute the day. 
The steed with easy pace and steady force 
Bore the |irave wg|n to th' unequal course. 
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Searee four suffie'd th' eaomioas weight to rear« 

This from the ihip, wHh wary ehoice, ahe bore^ 

The stoutest beam, amidst a niuneroiis store. 

Sofiereeshe came, with sueh a dauntless look^ 

A thousand cheeks grew pale, a thousand bosomtsliOQlL 

Swift through the first, as if his fenceless breast 601 

Ho armour wore, the furious steel ^e pnss^d* 
His iron-plated shield^ with strength impeU'd 
Tlie weapon pass'd and through the cuirass held. 
The point drove on, till smeared with vital blood, 605 

Through back and breast a foot behind it stood. 
The viigm left the wretched warrior sHabk, • 

And tnm'd against the rest with looscn'd refaoi : 
Against the second bold adTan«ung foe. 
And next the third she dealt so fierce a blow, 610 

That c>Uier'« spinal bone the weapon broke. 
And both at once their seats and life forsook. 
Together now the remnant six engaged 
The gallant maid, and war united wag^d. 
So have 1 seen a bomb the ranks divide, ' 615 

As fierce Marphisa pierc'd the martial tide : 
Against her corslet javelins saapt invain^ 
While she unmov'd could every stroke sustam. 
In tennis thus not more the fenciDg wail 
Resists the impulse ofthe bounding ball. M 

In vain the force of hostile weapon sought 
To pierce her arms of purest temper wrought $ 
By magic wrought in Styx's burning steam. 
And hissing plnngf d in bbwk Avemus* stream. 
Now at the bariier bounds awhUe she stay'd, 63S 

Then wheel'd her courser, and with brandish'd blade 
The rest assaiPd, her victory pursu'd, 
J^d to the elbowa dy'd her anns in blood. 
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From thiB a hand> frMd that the lops &e head : 

On one the gJ^afUj sword ao jaA ii aped. 

Heady arms, axMl breast laU severed on the plain ; 

The legs^and heliky on tbe steed remain.' 

Thus half the nan (a dreadM ngfat) appeared : 

Ho kolj ]^a|;nms, to tine saint revered. 

For members heal'd, of wax or tUver frame 6S5 

The parts restored and in their patron's name. 

Suspend the pious gift to him whose aid they ebUBL 

One, as the list he fled, the swift pursn'd. 

And ere he reach'd the midst, asunder bew'd 

His head and bleeding tnink, that-never art 640 

Of yurgeon eould aoffioe -to dose t3te part. 

Thus by her Takwr each in turn was sbun. 

Or lay extended senseleai on the plain. 

That well she knew he nerer more eould rear 

The massy buckler or the pointed spear. 645 

The knight wiM> in the list redr'^ alone. 
Beheld the nine by one bmre arm o'eithrown, 
Now spurred his steed to show not fear delain'dy 
But courtesy his generous ann retCsain'd ; 
Then beckoning with hia hand he £nt begaa 650 

To ask a parley era the coune he ran ; 
And little thinking that with man's urajr , 
Conceal'd in martisd. weeds a virgin lay, 
Oeaoeful he spoke—Thy apiritSy valiant kni|^ 
May surely dnx^ in anah unequal fight ; 665 

Nor will I ba^ely now in arms oppose 
That strength alreac^ spent with numoxNia feet. 

Ver. 034. Subtly pifgrtrntr-l Ttoiiniaitnfe ■!!«<« to 6ieaMSgia 
ii the litoniih einudi of niaking linb» 

%» pUgiirat hang up as an offering dpdicatfd to llie Saint^hi^ wka» 
Aejr sre soHMsd to b« healedl of any dJiffSK or him>naii> 
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Till mom I give tkee ffom the field to-reity 
Then may'rt them tarn to fresher ilrife addfCBt s 
SoshaUmyswardandUeoomlMilciamiy 6(0 

Kor wtth titqr vigio* speiit poUiite my ftme* 

To warlike toib theae UmlM have long been bred : 
Kor have I toil'd ao fir (Mer^OM aakl) 
ButtDthyeostl traat, thoa aoon ahalt find 
My nerve and apirit of a nobler kind. ^ 065 

Thy words, the proffer of a eomteooB breast, 
I pnaae, bat seek not yet ao soon to rest : 
Still afaSnea the day, and 'tw^ie ashame fiv km^^t 
To lose ia sLoth the yet remaining lig^t 
The stranger then-O ! that thy woe^traok mind 670 
Goold gain aa sure eaoh good it pants to find, 
Aa th€!E^ from me thy fill of anna dialt taale, 
And find perehanee the day toe-quiekly waate. 
He said; and straight two beamy lanees^ wrooght 
like ponderous masts, he bids with apeed be brott|^t ; 67/ 
To bold Marphisa'a hand the ehoiee he givea, 
The spear which she rejects hhnaeif recdves. 
Th^ trumpet 8ound*'«-4he eoonera shake the ground, 
Barth, air, and sea, the thundering ehfffge resound. 
With eyes unmof'd each mute assistant stands $ 680 

Ko word, no bread), is heard thron|^ all the bands : 
So fix'd was each to mark with longing gasse, 
Which knight would win the palm of knif^tly praise. 
Marphisa aims her spear with matchless force. 
To hori the sable watrior from his horse, 6S5 

No more to rise; nor less the sable fbe 
Thinks with a thrust to lay Marphisa low. 
like sapless d^ers seem'd each lancets lengdi, 
Not fimn'd of chosen ash with masiy strength ; 
Up to tiie rest they shivei^d with the stroke ; 690 

And either steed confessed the nuig^^ shook : 

Voi. m. I 
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At onee, as if a flcythe -with sweq^ force 
Had cut the nerves, down sunk eaeh floundering horse. 
Marphisa, at her first assault, had known 
A thousand warriors from their saddle thrown, 695 

And she, who ne'er before reoeiv'd defeat, 
Now (strange to tell !) was tumbled from her seat. 
Struck with the chance, with more than rage opprest, 
A sudden madness seemM t* enflame her breast : 
Alike the sable knight appeared to grieve, 700 

Not lightly wont in field his seat to leave. 
Scarce had they touoh'd the ground, when either stood 
On foot recovered, and the fight renew'd. 
Each weapon's edge and point by turns they ply'd ; 
With sword and diield they fenc'd, or leapt aside 705 

To shun the stroke : the well^aimM stroke rebounds. 
The stroke that miss'd in hissing air resounds. 
In secret to herself Marphisa said : 
In happy hour for me this warrior stay'd ; 
Nor in the fight his nin(^ companions led : 710 

This day might ^Ise have mix'd me with the dead :. 
Since now, sore labouring in the doubtfiil strife. 
Scarce from his single arm I guard my life. 
Marphisa thus, yet ceas'd not as she spoke. 
To wield her sword and ward each coming stroke. 71 5 
Not less the stranger thus his fortune bless'd ; 
In happy hour this knight refus'd to rest : 
■, Since now I scarce defend me from his might, 
Already wearied with so fierce a fight 
Had he with mom his vigour lost renew'd 7S0 

What fortune mig^t have then my arms pursu'd ! 
Great were my risk in this contested place. 
Had he accepted late my proffer'd grace. 

The battle huted till declining light. 
Nor seein'd th' advantage to the dame or knight ; 725 
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And now vo deep the ihades inereasiDg grow, 

Nflt ihiiy nor tiiat, can ward the tfarestening Mow. 

Now darknen doi'd when to the glorious naid 

Widi eomteooi mien the geneitms warrior nad. 
What can we nurey sinee night obtrudes her weU^ 730 

While yet the battle hangs in equal scale ? 

Then hear— O chief ! awhile prolong thy life, 

At least tUl mom revives the noble strife : 

If to diy wasting days a sh^e night 

I only grant—no blame on me most light : 735 

Condemn the law of this accursed race, 

The female sex that rule diis hated {dace. 

But HI, fi:am whom no art the truth coneealsy 

Knows if for thee and thine my bosom feels. 

Thou and ihj fellows may'st with me reside, 74it^ 

With others danger wiU thy deep betide. 

Against thee now conspve the female train. 

Whose husbands by thy conquering hand are slain. 

For know that each, who by thy arm lies dead. 

Ten wives possessed : hence ninety females led 745 

To seek revenge (unless with me you rest) 

Blight in the dead of night your sleep molest. 

Marphisa then — ^I gladly shall receive 

Th^ fair asylum whkh thou deign'st to give : 

Secure in thee such virtuous faith to find 750 

As suits thy courage and exalted mind 1 

Mourn not my lifie as doom'd to thee by &te. 

Thy own, perchance, may find a shorter date ; 

Xor can I think as yet thy actions show. 

With mine oompai'd, thyself a mightier foe. 755 

Then, as thou wilt, the combat urge or stay ; 

Or meet by moon-light, or by light of day : 

Whatever thou aeek'st, behold me ready still. 

Each hour a warrior's duty to fulfil. 
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Unflnid&M thai tliey left the gknkms figfaf, 760 

Till from die Ganges shone the golden light 
To AqoikiQt, to Gryphon, all ihe train 
Of gallant ehampions, came the knight humane. 
With generous soit to each hf turns addrest, 
Beneath his hospitable roof to rest 765 

All gladly yield, and now with cheerful blaze 
Or torches' lig^ty&e lord his guests conveys; 
They readi his regal dome, where every room 
With splendour shone and labours of the loom. 

Now from eaeh head tlie martial helmet raisi'd 770 

The two brave combatants with wonder gaz'd. 
The stranger knight wasfredi and fiup of hue, . 
His downy cheeks but eighteen summers knew, 
T6e virgin marvell'd mueh his arm could wage 
Such dreadful battles in so green an age : 775 

Nor less he wondered, when hep helm nnelos^d 
Her flowing lodes and beauteous sex expos'd, 
Hisfbe but late !— «ow each with like demand 
Enquires the other^s actions, name, and land. 

But who the youth, awhUe to seek forbear, 790 

The book ensuing shall his name declare. 
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THE ARGXJMENr. 

THE fthampiiw of the Ainagani diiecrrorilniMelf tobe Qaklo of tte 
iwuieof CtavenMttjaiidgivet an aeoountof the hi^^ i 

♦ cttfchliilniipnt of tiie Amazon GoyemmenL Thewanion oonsuh ' 
tpgedieroiitiiemeani of qoittiitg the eoontry. li|aiphua wwM ' 
pemwdetibemtDeflbetithyibreeof armi. GuidotakesDie man' J 
afeoimtiipQnfaiinMlf; and next moAnng diey attempt to hreak 
dmwt^ the whole body of the 4na»Mu, but are neatly ovetpow- 
evedbynumbertyiAenAitioliliOyhlowii^hU homy drirea all the 
Amazons before Urn. SanaooettOy Guido^ OvyphoDy Aquilant, and 
Marphiaa, beine«l)GRifted with the (est, jK«eipitately batten oo 
board the ship prepared for them, and leave Astolpho behind diem. 
The knigbti and Marphin afterwanb famdiog, MupfaiMi parts 
fiomtheoifaen. Her enewmter with Gabrino, Phiftbelln^ nnj last- 
ly wilh^eitaaA. 
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IN fields of battle and the Muses' lore. 

What wonders have been wrought by dames of yore, 

"Whose dciU m arms and letters spreads (heir praise 

Tkamifiiaat the world to their far^stant days ! 

Ganulla and Harpalice^ renown'd 5 

In hardy camps, with wreaths un&ding erown'd, 

▼er.l. /fiyieicbff fatt&,&c3 This introduetian aeans to have 
been eqned and eidajrged by Spenser in his FSiry C^oeeii. 
Where is the antique gkry now heoome^ 
That wboloin went in women CO appear ? 
Wheve he the hnve atuuevenients done hy sane • 
Where he the banks, where die shield and spear, &e« ? 

Book ni. Civ. St. t. 

Ver.S. CtmriOaandBapaUceil Camilla, queen of the Ydscians, 
a feqaale warrior, who came to die aCTstanoPi of Tamos, and was 
treadieroody shiin by Anms. See Vir^i JEa. liL xL Haxpalioe 
was a waxlike virgin of Thiaoe, who, when the Get«,a people of 
SeytUa,had made her fadier prisoner, coUeeted togedier a body of 
troops with great celerity, suddenly attacksd the eojcmy, ^cnt a great 
nomber to pieces, and set her fs^ier at liberty. 
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And Sappho and Corinna, held aohigfa 

For tiearning's sacred gifts, shall never die. 

Oppos'd to man, behold the beauteous race. 

In eveiy science, our renown efface ; 10 

And each, who turns the leaf of story past. 

Shall undiminish'd see their honoars last. 

Though such examples seem of late to fkil, < 

Not always evil influence shall prevail. 

When those, whose writings should their worth reveal, 15 

Through ignorance or envy oft conceal : 

Yet in our times, I see with joyful eyes 

Such countless virtues in the sex arise^ 

As well may claim the pen and faithful p^^ . 

To hand them down to every future age. 20 

Then slanderers' tongues no more with canker'd speech 

Shall taint thoie glories which they cannot reach ; 

But to such height shall soar the female name. 

As even to l^ve behmd Marphisa's fame. 

To her we now retumr-«The dame address'd 25 

The courteous knight, and answer'd his request. 
Eager to know the youth, she soon reveal'd 
In few, her dreadfql name, till then eonceal'd : 
Marphisa am I call'd !»— no more she said. 
For hme through every realm the rest had sprea^. 30 

Vcr. 7. -"Sqppfio and Corirma^'} Sappho^ a welVkMwn poelii% 
ban at Letbos. See her Epistle to Fhaoo, in (Md, There were 
three of the name of Corimia, all ddUed in lettcn. One wa* of 
TbebeiyoneofThespis, and the third of Corinth. The last lived at 
the time, and b supposed to have been the Ikvowite of Ovid ; bat the 
mostfkmouswasshewfaoyin atrial of poetry, eonqoend die gtesit 
poet Pindar. H^ glory seems to have been foDf estabhshed by die 
puWc memorial of her pictare ahifastBd in her natiw city, and adoni- 
ed with a symbol of her Tictory. Piinsanis% who saw it, sappoeee 
hertohavebeenoneof thehandsoAettwoaaenof herage. Tfanehaa 
left us only a few scraps of Cerinna^ pMtiy. 
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The stranger thei)^— All here, I trust must knOw 

The glorious stock to ivhieh my birth I owe ! 

Not only France, and Spain, each neighbouriog land. 

But iEthiop, Ind, and Pontus' frozen strand. 

Have heard of Clarmont's fer^esounding name, 35 

Whence the bold knight* who slew Almontes' came ; 

And he,'!' ^ "whom the fierce Mambrino slain, 

(His kingdom laid in rain) press'd the plain. 

That blood I boast-Hind near the Euzine waves. 

Where Isther with his streams the region laves, 40 

To Amon's duke (who on that fated shore 

His wanderings ended,) me Constantia bore. 

One year has roll'd, since her, in sorrow lost, 

I left to seek my friends on Gallia's coast : 

But, midst the voyage, rose a stonay wind, 4*5 

And hither drove me from the port design'd. 

Ten months have past, since here detain'd, I mourn 

The lingering hours, and curse each day's return. 

Gttido the Savage, am I call' d a name 

Scarce yet recorded on the list of fame. 50 

•OrlsBdo. tRinalife. 

Ver. 49. Gtddo the Savagef^'] Tliii diaMueter appears to have been 
introduced by AcioctiHas no iu«h name occurs in Boyaido. Spesatr 
has a knigbt with the appellation of '^ Savage knight," , which seems 
^traa him not from any reproach, but merely to express a disposition 
inured to hardy feats, and stranger to the softness of a eoi^rt. 
It was a gooAy twuByand of great niSgh^ 
But in Tidn shew*, that wont young kmg^ts bewitch. 
And courdy services took no del^t. 



It was, to weet,the ^^ Sir SatynuK, 
lliat rangM abroad, to seek adventures wild, 
As was his wont, in forest and in pbdn» 
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Here, with hit ten compeers, in listed field, 

I Angelon of MeUbsa kUl'd. 

Next the soft conflict -with the dames I try'd. 

And now ten wedded partners grace my side. 

Whom, fairest, gentlest of the female band 5$ 

I chose, and rule with ancontroUM command. 

Thus shall he fare, whom, on the fated day, 

Preyailing Fortune gives the ten to slay. 

The warriors questioo'd Guido, whence so few 
The males appealed, and why the female crew 60 

Each husband to their sovereign will compell'd. 
When males in other lands dominion held P 
Then Guido anawer'd-Often while detain'd 
I here have liv'd, I heard the cause explained. 
And what I heard, shall tell, sincfe you demand. 

Now twice ten years elaps'd, the Grecian bands 
From Tmy retom'd to view their iiative lands 
(Ten year9 the siege endur'd, as many tost 
On adverse seas, they rov'd from coast to coast) 
Arriv'd, they found their wives, who vainly tiy'd 70 

To bear such absence, had their place snpply'd 
With young gallants^ whom to their love they led. 
No more to freeze in a forsaken bed. 
The Greciana finding with another's breed 
Then- dwellings fiU'd, by joint consent agreed 75 

He WHS all arm'd in ragged sted, unfil^ 
At in the nwdcy ftrge it WM oominlM, 
And in his seutdieon bore a latyr^ bend. 

Fairy QfteeUfB. IIL C.^ St. 19. 
Again, in another place. 

mmmmmmOu his shield was writ^ 

** Setngge sans finesse^** shewing saeret wit. 

This explanation may serve Ibr Arioslo, who has anigned na rea. 
8QO for giving this naxae to Guido. 
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T'exeuaeth'offenee; fir awli well knew hit wife 

Could ne^er 80 long ferget the nuptial life: 

But the sad children, born of Uwie« love. 

Must eiiPd thenee a mgrant fortune prove : 

Nor would the huabandB so entail ^agraee, 9Q 

To nourish, attheur oost, a spurious race. 

Some were exposed, and some with better fkte 

Their mothers kept conoeal'd to man's estate. 

Some, from their native seats^ in Tarionsbands^ 

As chance directed, rov'd to foreign lands. . t5 

Some anns pursn'd ; some chose the sti^denta toil $ 

Some fixUow'd arts ; some plough'd the roatie soil : 

These liv'd in courts ; those senr'd the herds to rear ; 

As best it seem'd to her* who' governs here. 

Departing with die rest, a youth was seen, 90 

Of Cljtemnestra bom, the cruel queen; 
His age eighteen, and fresh in bloom, as shows 
The llty fair, or newly-gather'd rose. 
Ho, in a 8faq>, with all provision stored. 
For wealth and prey each creek and coast explor'^. 95 
A hundred like himself oompos'd his band. 
With care selected from the Grecian land. 
The Cretans, that Idomeneus expell'd. 
The wretched sire, who Crete's dominioa held, 
And next, ccdlectiDg arms and troops, prepared 100 

Their new establiah'd state from foes to guard, 

* Fortune. 

Ver. 99. The wretched «tiv,— ] Idomeneiu, king of Crete, baling 
vowed, in case he returned in safety from the siege of Troy, to oBex 
up the first object that presented itself, was met by his own son, «4ioin, 
to keep ids tow, he caused to be sacrificed. IBs lukgects, struck with 
Ae barbarity of the action, hanisfaed him ftum his kingdom. See 
the whole story at full in Teleiuachus, Book V. 
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Engaged Phaiantat (to Ae youth wai oamM) 

With ample stipend as Ida merits clalm'cl. 

To serve their soldiery while hb eomrades all 

With hun they join'd to gdard DietaUimamV waU. 105 

A hundred cities grae'd the Cretan lands, 

But chief above the rest Diotamnnm stands. 

Wealthy and fiiir, renown'd finr amoroos dames 

Of lovely form, ftir pleasures^ sports, and games. 

The dames, aeeustom'd kindly to receive 1 10 

Each foreign guest, to these sueh welcome give. 
That little wanted to the Grecian train 
O'er every house to hold their boundless rdgn. 
Vlgorons as fair, the yoptfas their ardour prove 
In blending raptures, as m kindling love. 1 15 

^ To win tiie fiiu* a fisw short days sufRcM, 
Till these o'er every joy their lovers priz'd. 

Now peace restored, Phalantus was releasM 
From warlike cares, &e soldiei^s labour ceas'd. 
And every hope of future stipends o'er, 1^ 

The youths decreed to quit the Cretan shore. 
The mourning females tears incessant shed. 
As if they view'd their dearest parents dead : 
Full oft apart they urg^d them to remain ; 
But when they finmd each fond entreaty vam, 125 

Resolv'd with them their voyage to partake. 
Their brothers, sh«s, and children they forsake. 
While from her home each bears, by wary stealth. 
Rich gems of price, and countless sums of wealth ; 
And with such seeret care her dwelling leave*, ISO 

That not a man of Crete their flight perceives. 
So prosperous was the hour, so swift the wind. 
So well Phalantus had their course designed. 
That many a league his vessel plongfa'd (he tide. 
Ere those of Crete their heavy kMsdesciy'd. 135 
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At length this fated strand, then searcely prest 

By foot of mortala, gave the wanderers rest. 

Seeurelj here they stay'd, and h6re awhile 

At leisore wdgh'd the profits of their guile. 

Ten days to them this regicm seem'd a seat 140 

Of amorous pleasures, and a hlest retreat : 

But, as it oft beialls, the fullest joy, 

In youthful hosoms, sooner tends to cloy. 

All now agreed to free them frcMn the eharge 

Of female mates, and live agam at large. 145 

For fiekle man ill hrooks the heavy lot. 

To keep the woman when the love's fovgot ! 

Eager of rapine, ready to contend 

For ravaged wealth, but little prone to spend, 

They saw a troop, so numerous and so fiur, 150 

Required far other than a soldier's care. 

For this, their wretched partners they forsook. 

And loaded with their spoils, their course they took 

To where, in Pugtia, near the sea-beat shores. 

They founded fair Tarentum's future towers. 155 

The dames, abandon'd on a desert coast. 
Betrayed by those in whom they trusted most. 
Along the sands some days in silent grief 
like statues stood ; but folding no relief 
From plaints or tears, they tum'd them to debate, 160 
"What means might best relieve their hapless state : 
IVhen, what her thoughts suggested, each disclos'd : 
Some to regain their native Crete proposed. 
And rather dare the worst they might engage 
From a wrong'd husband or a father's rage, 165 

Than hid in deserts, or in forests lie, . 
With want to linger, or with famine die. 
Some said, they never to such shame would bend. 
But rather, plung'd in seas, their being end ; 

Vol. ni. K 
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And org'd k better far, with honour loit, 170 

Thoagh po«r, or staves, to rove from coast to eoast. 
Than willing vietimsy to their native elime 
Returning, meet the sentence of their crime. 

Such wretched thoughts, and still more wretched, rose 
In eveiy Breast, from sense of present woes. 175 

At length a female, Oronthea nam'd. 
Stood forth, who kindred from king Minos claim'd : 
The youngest, ftirest of the beauteous band. 
Less goiltjr she, of all who left the land. 
To brave Phalantus had her virgin charms ISO 

Resign'd, and fl^ for him her parents' arms. 
Now while her speech and outward looks express'd 
The indignation of a generous breast. 
She first condemned what each had singly mov'd. 
Then ui^d that counsel which the rest approved. 1S5 

She will'd them there to dwell, for there they found 
A wholesome air, and fields with plenty crown'd ; 
Clear silver streams, that through the country stray'd. 
Rich spreading meads, and forests thick with shade ; 
Fair ports and bays, that from the stormy wave 190 

To wandering seamen ready shelter gave ; 
That now from Afrie, now tcoiti Egypt brought 
Their barks, with every store and treasure fraught 
She urg'd them there t* abide, and for the sake 
Of those who wronged them, heavy vengeance take 195 
On all the sex ; and every vessel tost 
By tempests, driven to shelter on the coast. 
Pillage and bum, assail with fire and steel. 
Nor let a single life their mercy feel. 

Thus c^unsell'd she— ^1 all alike inflam'd 20O 

With cruel thoughts, the new-made law proclaim'd. 

When winds fore-run a storm, the desperate train 
Of femides arm'd, rush headlong to the main : 
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Their fiii7 rutbleai Oronthea guidet, 
Wlui^ made their qaeen, abore the reit preadet. 905 

Whate'er devoted strangers toueh the strand. 
Bat 'seape the seas to perish by the hand 
Of mad revenge, where fire ^id sword assail 
Till not a wreteh remains to tell the tale. 
Thns some few jears the widow'd females rikow 9tO 

A settled hate of man, their mortal foe. 
But, shoald they still persist, they soon most find 
Certain destruction hovering o^er their kbd. 
Should no young offspring from themselves descend, \ 
Thev state, their name, their vengeance soon most f 
end, 215 T 

Which to remotest times they labour'd to extend. J 

Their rigour then relax'd, and every crew 
Explored with care that to their region drew 
la four succeeding years, from these, at length. 
Ten knights they chose, of manly form and strength ; 9^ 
Whose youthful vigour, bred in amorous games^ 
SafficM to meet in love their hundred dames. 
A hundred form'd their whole, and every ten 
One husband claim'd : but e'er the chosen men 
Their safety found, what numbers lost their life ; 225 

All found unequal to the arduous strife. 
The ten, in trial well approv'd, they take. 
And partners of their bed and kingdom make ; 
Bat swear them first, that eveiy wanderer led. 
Of eveiy rank, those hapless shores to tread, 230 

Without distinction by their swords shall fall. 
And one remorseless slaughter swallow all. 

The dames, now pregnant grown, began with fear 
To view the day of their delivery near. 
Lest in succeeding time the numbers bom 235 

Of issue male, should hold their law in scorn { 
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And they, at length, hehold in evil hour 

To hated man revert their darling power. 

For this they sought soch danger to repel. 

Ere years had tanght their chlMren to rebel 24(1 

And threat their freedom ; hence a law decreed 

The mother's care one only male should breed. 

Their new-born sons from shore to shore they sent. 

With charge to those who thus commission'd went, 

T' exchange the boys for girls in distant lands, 245 

Or not, at least, return with enipty hands. 

Nor had the dames in mere compassion spar'd 

A sin|;le man, save but then* herds to guard. 

And keep alive their name ; and thus was shown 

Their law's stem mercy to themselves alone ! 250 

All others felt its rage, one only grace 

The strangers found, that when they reach'd the place 

They fell not all at once beneath this cruel race. « ' 

K ten, if twenty, or if more arriv'd, 

hk chains they lay, of liberty depriv'd ; 255 

Whence every day was drawn, by fate decreed, 

A wretch devoted in the fane to bleed ; 

Where, in the midst, by Oronthea rear'd, 

A dreadful altar to Revenge appeared. 

While nam'd by lot, one held the ready knife, 260 

To shed, in sacrifice, his comrade's life. 

Long years had past, when to th' inhuman liaace 
A noble youth his luckless fortune bore : 
From great Alcides' stock lus birth he elaim'd. 
In arms eiqiieriene'd, and Elbanio nam'd. 265 

Him, careless of a foe, and unprepar'd, 
At once they seiz'd, and with a numerous guard. 
With all his crew, detain'd in cruel thrall. 
Sad victinis destin'd by their laws to fall. 
Fair was the youth, of semblance rarely seen, 270 

Of graceful carriage and commanding mien ; 
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So from liis lips the kone^M accents l»t)ke. 

That Tenom'd asps might listen wlule he spoke. 

From fame the news of his arriTal caught. 

To Alexandra's gentle car was hrought ; 275 

Fair Alexandra bom of her who sway'd 

The sceptre still, thoagh now with years deca3r'd : 

Still Oronthea liv'd, hut none sarviT*d, 

Save her alone, of all that first arriv'd ; 

While as their years increai^d the female crew SSO 

Increas'd in strength, and in dominion grew. 

Ten knights, renown'd for deeds of arms achieved. 
With hostile welcome, all that came, received. 
Kow Alexandra, eager to behold 

A youth whose praise report so loudly told, 8t5 

To Oronthea her request preferred. 
And saw Elbanio, and his converse heard. 
But when she sought to go, her virgin heart 
Felt the first throbbing of an amorous smart. 
In vain she struggled : she at length remain'd t90 

A helpless prisoner by her captiye cham'd 

Elbanio then O fairest of thy kmd ! 

If pity here could e'er reception find, 

Pity, which dwells where'er the sun displayed, 

Gives tints to objects, and gives light to shade, S95 

Fain would I now (by those transcendent charms 

Whose powerful influence every gazer warpil} 

From thee request ray life, that what I owe 

To thee prolonged, for thee I might bestow : 

But if dure fury here the virgin steels 800 

To each soft passion human nature feels, 

I ask not life — such hopes I know are vain, 

But let me yet a warrior^s right obtain. 

Whate'er my fate— O ! give me but to wieM 

My glorious arms, and die with spear and shield ! S05 
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Not like some criminal whom Isws arraigD, 
Or binital beast before the altar slain. 

Fair Alexandra, in whose lovely eyes 
Compassion pleaded for the youth, repliea. 

Thoagh savage is our land, mcHre eruel known 910 

Than every realm, yet think not I shall own 
Each woman a Medea— were the mind 
Of all our females in destruction join'd, 
Yet I alone would rise above ray kind : 
Or if, like many a soul with fury steel'd, 315 

I seem'd till now unknowing how to yield, 
Till thy arrival here, perchance there came 
No stranger that might equal &voar claim. 
But sure, some tigress has my soul inflam'd. 
And more than adamant my bosom fram'd ; flSQ 

If when I view thy valour, form, and age, 
Compassion chase not all vindictive rage. 
O ! would to Heaven I might as well arrest 
Til' inhuman law that hinds each wretched guest. 
As freely now my death I would receive, 525 

And, with my own, thy better life I'eprieve ! 
But here no rank avails to break thy chain. 
And what thou ask'st, though tittle, hard to gain : 
Yet all I can — expect— ^hile much 1 dread 
New sufferings hang o'er thy devoted head I S30 

Let me hijt meet (Elbanio thus rejoin'd) 
The ten in arms— so firm my heart I find, 
I trust t' escape with life the bloodhf fray, 
Ajid every foe, though trebly arm'd, to slay. 

To this the virgin-fair made no reply, 935 

But from her bosom drew a tender sigh. 
She went, and parting, in her heart she found 
A thousand shafts, and each a cureless wound ; 
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Then soaght her mother, and with earaeit prajer 
Inclia'd the queen the noUe jrouth to qiare ; 3i0 

On this condition, that in listed figlit 
The ten ,^oald perieh hy hii single might. 

Qneen Oronthea then the female train 
To couneil eall'd, and tiins her qpeeoh hegan. 

From eveiy crew whom chance may hidier send, 345 
We still should phice the bravest to defend 
par port and shores : by trial most we choose. 
What fits our wants to take, and what refuse, 
Liest, to our wrong, the coward soul shoold rise 
To reign amongst ns, while the valiant dies. 9S0 

If with my judgment, you, O friends ! agree. 
Let us hencefiuth a sovereign law decree. 
That eveiy knight, by fortune hither led. 
Ere in the dreadful £uie his blood we shed. 
Shall (in such compact if he dares engage) $96 

At once with ten the combat angly wage ; 
And should he conquer all, he, with a train 
Of chosen others, shall our guard maintain. 
Thus far I speak, nnce in our prison lies 
A captive, who to battle ten defies^ 9i0 

Should he their equal prove— foribid it Heaven ! 
But to such worth some favour should be given : 
Or should he fidl in what he rashly dares^ 
He meets the pmoishment himaelf prepares. 

Thus Oronthea to the council said, 365 

When from the eldest one this answer made. 

Th' important cause whence we to change began 
Our first design, and commeree hold with man. 
Was not to guard our state from foreign bands; 
For this our constant souls, onr valiant hands^ 370 

Might well suffice— O ! could we but extend 
Oqp race as well, which tinie, alas ! mu^ end 
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Without the help of man— «iid hence we -make 

Oar choioe of yoaths, bat only one we t&ke 

To wed tea dames, lest man the sovereign swaj 37*5 

From us should rend, and we in turn obey. 

We need not males our empire to defend. 

But must for prggeny on these depend. 

In this alone thehr prowess we require, 

Nor other aid, nor other task desire. SSO 

To keep a chief whose nervous limbs combine 

The strength of ten, must frustrate our design. 

If such a troop his single arm can slay. 

How many women shall he hold at bay P 

Were such our present ten, one fatal hour 38S 

Had to themselves transferred the rulmg power. 

in suits it us, who wish to hold command, 

T' entrust our weapons in a stranger^s hand. 

Grant that thy boasted youth so for succeed. 

That by his arm our chosen ten should bleed ! 990 

A hundred women, widow'd by his sword. 

Shall see their husbands' deaths with tears deplor'd : 

Then, should he 'scape with life, let him fulfil 

Far other task than ten brave youths to kill : 

If with a hundred dames he will supply 995 

The place of thoae they mourn, he shall not die. 

Artemia thus her cruel thoughts display'd, 
(So was she nam'd) and had her counsel iway'd, 
Elbanio, in the temple's dire abodes, 
Had fall'n a victim to th' infernal gods. 400 

But Oronthea, widi a mothei^s love, 
Reply'd, and every hearer^s mind to move. 
Such reasons urg'd, that moat, with one consent, 
Thehr suffrage yielded for the queen^s content. 
Elbanio's matchless graces deep imprest, 409 

With powerful charm in every youthful breast. 
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AgUBSt thote elders weig^'d, nrlioie radilesa miwl 

With fierce Artemk's ng'roiit tentenee joinM 

T" enfbrce their aneient law ; while lome agreed 

(No term's premised) ElhttiiodMnld be freed. 410 

At length 'twas fix'd, the yoath should graee obtain. 

When in the list his arm the ten had slain ; 

And next, not with a himdred eonsorts trj'd « 

A hnsband's fondness, but with ten sopply'd. 

Th' ensaing daj, to liberty restored, 415 

The knight receiv'd his armoury steed and sword : 
Ahme against the warrior ten he stood. 
And one by one he shed their vital blood: 
At night, to dbow in Cupid's tohool hk art^ 
With ten fiJr dames he play'd the lover^s part ; 4A0 

Who, taught by him coonubud joys to prove, 

AU rose experienc'd Totsries of love. 
For this the youth with Ottmthea won 

Such added grace, she chose him for her «0b. 

And gave him Alexandra's charms to wed s 4S5 

With her the otlier nine, all whom he led. 

Ten virgins late to share his genial bed. 

She left the youCh with Alexandra £ur, 

(From whom the land was nam'd) her kingdom's heir. 

On this condition, that his futnre reign 430 

Might still this statute through the realm aaahitaiB ; 

That every wan<]^rer there should lose his life. 

Or meet ten warriors in unequal strife ; 

Those could he first in dangeroua combat foil. 

Then find, with ten fair damea^ his fortune smile ; 435 

O'er these he should preside, and at his wUl 

Dbmiss lus consorts, or their places fill ; 

And hold the sway, till to the land arriv'd 

Some foreign knight that him of life depriv'd. 
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Twotfaoiuand jean hftve roll'd, siDoe first wasplann'dL 
This hatefal law, and still it rules tl^ land. 441 

Fev days ela^, bat, for a sacrifice. 
Some hapless stranger in the temple dies. 
Oft when, as chanee directs, a fearless knight 
Dares, like Elbanio, arm him for the fight, 445 

Before th' opponent's foot his life he lays. 
And, ah ! how rare the second proof essays : 
Such have been found„bat such so rare befel. 
That on the fingers we their names may tell. 
Of these was Argillan— 4iat little space 450 

He with his wives maintained the sovereign place ; 
For hither driven by tempests from the deep, 
' I clos'd his eyes ii^everUstirigf sleep. 
O had I shared that day his envyed death. 
And not prolonged in bonds a shameful breath ! 455 

Gay pleasure, smiling sports, and amorous toys ; 
Bach soft delight that youth like mine employs ; 
Rich vests and jewds that the person grace ; 
And, midst his peers, pre-eminence of pjace, 
Hesven knows avail but little Inm, who crost 460 

By envious Fortune, has his freedom lost ! 
Ah ! wreteh ! that while I thus my bonds deplore. 
Must never hope to quit this hateful shore ! 
To see vile sloth my furest flower destroy 
In prime of life, embitters every joy. « 4ft5 

The fiime of Clarmont wide her wings extends 
To highest heaven finm earth's remotest ends ! 
O! to my brethren's could I join my name. 
My deeds with Iheirs might honour^s portion claim ! 

Ver.449. Thatmthejlnger*,&e^ A ludicrous ezjpresskm to 
donote how few adventnres had been successful in their trial with the 
▲mazoDs. The words are literal from the Italian. 
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Hard is mj lot, ooodemnM a life to lead 470 

In sobfa -vile serviee, like the wretohed steed. 

That blind, or lame, or with enfeebled foroej 

Unfit for battle or the dusty ooorse. 

Is vith hisfellow4>nites, that turn the soil, 

CoQdenm'd to every task of servile toil ! i79 

Sinee death akme from sueh detested thrall 

Can set me free, on welcome death I ealL 

Here Goido dosM his tale, and eurs'd the day 
That gave him o'er the land detested sway ; 
Gave him from either field the prize to bear, 490 

To slay the champioDS, and to please the fair, 

Astolpho silent stood, awhile conceal'd. 
Till now by many a certain mazk reveal'd. 
In him Ins kinsman Guido well he knew. 
Who by an alien's bed his Inrth from AmoQ drew. 485 

Then thn»~Behold the English duke confess'd. 
Thy own Astolpho here— he said, and pressi'd 
The yoothfiil diampion with a dose embrace. 
While tears of pleasure trickle down his face. 
What proof so certun, could we here receive f 490 

What proo^ dear kinsman, could thy mother leave 
To speak thy birth, like what thy sword has shown 
In glorious fight, to stamp thee for our own f 

Guido, in every land, save this, had view'd. 
With joyful greeting, one so near in blood ; 405 

But saw him now with grief, since well he knew 
The conquest his, destroction must ensue 
To England's noble knight : Astolpho freed 
From fear of death or chains, himself must bleed ; 
Where this good faitane finds, to that must ill succeed. 
He moum'd, that when his arm had won the fig^t, 500 
Eternal bonds most wait each hapless knight ; 
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Nor (should he perish in the doabtfol«trife) 

Cotild eftch in freedom better hold hit Ufis. 

B* in the first their champion's arms prevaili 505 

A female in the second field mufl| fiiiL 

Marphisa hence would conquer him in vain. 

When victim she must fall, and captives they remain. 

No less the valour of the generous youth. 

His early manhood and heroic truth, 510 

Suc)& pity kindled in Marphisa's breast, 

Such thoughts inspired in every valiant guest. 

That freedom which his death alone eoold give. 

On terms like these they wash'd not to receive ; 

And if Marphisa with his life must bay 515 

Her comrades' safety, she witih him would die. 

To Gttido then— Unite thee to our band. 
And let us quit by fi»rce this hated land. 
Such hopes, alas ! are fruitless (he reply'd,) 
Our combat only must our &te decide : 5S0 

Then sh&— This heart through fear shall never shun 
The glorious task my arms have thus begun : 
Nor know I any safer meaos to try. 
Than what my sword and own right hand supply. 
Such in the battle have I prov'd thy might, 525 

With thee I dare the most unequal fight 
When, on to-morrow's sun, the vulgar crew 
Shall throng the theatre our joust to view. 
Let us on all our deathJEul rage dispen^ 
On those that fly, and those that make defence ; 530 

To wolves and vultures cast their bodies dead, 
And see the flames on all their city spread. 

Behold me ready (fearless Gmdo ciy'd) 
To join thy arms, and perish by thy side : 
But never must we hope with Ufe to fly ; S95 

Suffice that uareveng'd we shall not die. 
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Oft hare I told of this inhaman race. 

Ten thoaaand females in the crowded «|faee : 

As many guard the castle, walls, and strand. 

That none, unqnestion'd, can depart the land. 540 

To whom IMhn^hisa — ^Be their nombers more 
Than Xerxes musterM on Ae pfiedan shore : 
Than those rebellions spirits, justty driren 
To endless pains from blissful seats of heaten. 
Be thoa my aid— at least, assist not those ; 545 

One day shall see me route this host of foes. 

Then Guido-^Hear what haply may prevail, 
All other means arc vain if this ^ould fail : 'j 

-Know, none but females ever make resort 
To view the harbour or frequent the port, 550 

Of all my wives, in one I chief confide. 
By many a proof of long affection try'd. 
Alike with me would she desire to break 
My slavish bonds, could she my flight partake, 
So from her rivals might she hope to prove 555 

The single partner of my future love ; 
She In the bay, ere mom has cleared the air 
From murky shade, a pinnace shall prepare. 
Which, amply stored, your mariners shall find 
To plough the deep and catch the favouring wind: 560 

You close behind my guiding steps pursue. 
Knights, merchants, seamen, (a determin'd crew) 

Veiv S43, Than these rebellious spirits,—'} Some critics have con- 
demned Ariosto for floiOdng Marphisa a Pagan (or rather Mahometan) 
aUude to the fiiteof theaiigeIs,one of the traditkuu of the Christian 
church: but to this it may be angweredy that tlie Mahottialaii teiiglon 
has adopted many tenets efthe Moiak a^Bd Chiliii«»aMi i aMl that, 
among odiers, the Korau refers to the rebeUion in beavi^*, 

Stucelu 

\OLf IH. L 
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United firmly ; every veloome goeit 

That here has deign'd beneath my roof to rert. 

Shoald aught oppose to intciro^ our eooney 565 

Your arms and valour must a pasH^foroe ; 

And thus, I trust, with spear and sword in han^ 

To set you free horn, this detested land. 

Act as thou wilt (Marphisa thus xs^ly'd,} 
I for my safety ip myself confide. 570 

First by this trusty weapon's edi^e shall fall 
Each foe enclosed withm this iatal wall^ 
Ere any eye behold me flying here. 
Or augjbty that in this bosom argues fear : 
Let me, with dint of arms, by day depart : 975 

All other ways ill suit the dauntless heart 
Yet were my sex disclos'd, a woman's name 
Would fiur regard from every female chum. 
Here mig^t I dwell esteem'd in highest grace. 
And midst their senate biold an honour'd place ; 5 80 

But since with these I came, with these to share 
One common fortune is alone my care : 
Nor would I poorly freedom Jiere retain. 
Or hence depart while these in bonds remain. 

Marphisa thus, and by her words made known, 585 

That more her comrades' safeQr than her own 
Restrain'd her ardour ; lest on them ahoold fall 
Those mischiefs, which she sought t^ avert from all. 
Ebe had she loosen'd on the female kind -^ 

Her generous wrath ; but now with cooler mind 590 C. 
To Guido's conduct she the day resigned. 3 

Guido, by night, his fidthful dame address'd, 
Aleria, of his consorts lov*d the best : 
Nor needed much to move her gentle mind 
To second what her dearest lord deagn'd. 505 

A aliip she chose with due provisions stored. 
And all her wealthiest treasures placed on board; 
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Then with her comrades, feign'd at morning breaks 

In search of spoil a veiitfiraius cmise to make. 

Meanwhile, beneadi her roof die hade prepare <KK) 

Spears, bucklers, swords^ each implement of war ; 

With these against th' unnumbered foes to stand. 

To arm the merchants and the sulor band. 

All night, against surprise, the guard they keep. 

By tarns they hold the watch, by turns they sleep ; 60S 

And aheath'd in armour wait, with longing eyes 

To see the dawning red in eastern ddes. 

Scarce had the day begun with beamy light 

To chase from earth the gloomy Teil of night : 

Scarce had the offspring of Lyeaon driven 610 

The early ploughshare through the fields of Heamn, 

"When In the theatre, the female throng. 

To view the combat, poured in heaps along : 

Thus, o'er the thredtoid of tiiehr peopled hhre, 

"When spring returns, the bees in dusters drive. 615 

With trumpets, drums, and horns, thftt eeho'd rosmd. 

The tumult thickens ; earth and skies resound ; 

While thus their lord they summon'd to the fig^t, 

To end his battle with the stranger |au|^t. 

In armour Guido, Sansonetto came, 620 

Gryphon, and Aquilant, the martial dame,* 

* Marphisa. 

Ver. 610. Scarce had the offtpring ^ Lyemn^ By the offipring 

of Lyeaon, die poet means Arcaa, aon<tf Calisto, and gnuidionof Ly> 

eaon, said to be placed among the stars, and eaUed Bootes. He is 

feigned by the poets to be a husbandman in heaven, and to drive the 

Dordiem wain, here, porhaps, by rather a forced construction, suppose 

od to have been a plough. 

SeeOviif. M;Be.B.n. 

Ver. 618. Wkik that their lard, ^t^"} By this is meant Onido, who, 
as the poet tells us, for his singular valour had obtainedaldnd of sever- 
cagaty over the Amazons. 
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'With England's duke ;* and next a mingled crowd. 
Some march'd on foot, and some the steed bestrode. 
From Goido's dwelling, to the port and bay, 
Thev passage through the list of combat lay. 625 

Thus said the youth, and urg'd the valiant crew 
His bold example fearless to pursue. 
Silent he led them on, resolv'd to dare 
The dreadlul trial in the public square. 
He enter'd now, a hundred in his ti-ain, 639 

And eager strove the adverse gate to gain ; 
In vain he strove, while countless throngs endos'd. 
And with their glittering ai-ms his course oppos'd. 
"^ Soon as they saw him head his following band. 
They deem'd he meant with those to leave the hmd ; 635 
At once they seiz'd their bows, their shafts prepar'd,* 
And swiftly rush'd the porUl's pass to guard. 
Guido, his bold oiHnpeers with dauntless breast. 
But chief Mar^hiaa, brave above the rest. 
Forget not now their di^adful s words to ply, 64Cr 

And every means to force the pfltaage try. 
But now so thiek the Arrows ndn around. 
That wounded some, some liMess press the ground. 
Heep, and more deep, th' unequal conflict grow% 
Till valour shrinks bdbre such host of fbes : 64^ 

In happy time each warrior's tempered arms 
Defend his bosom from invading harms. 
Beneath him Sansonetto's steed is slain. 
And near him falls MarplOsa's on the plain : 
Then thus AstOlphothoughftr^Whftt dangerous hour 6ff0 
Can better claim my horn's subduing power f 
Since all our swords avail not—let us prove 
If this^ at won(« cm every fear remove* 
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Thos he, and to the horn his moath applies ; 
'the earth rewands, and echoes rend the sides. 655 

Efteh startled hreast is 8eiz*d with sadden fr^t, 
Each ready foot is tam'd to speedy flight ; 
These from their seats aghast and trembling fall. 
Those undefended leave the gates and wall. 
As, when deep sfaimber eveiy ey«]id seals, 660 

Where, hj degrees, the flame close lurkmg steals 
BVom beam to beam, till all aroond it preys ; 
Sadden awaken'd in the fiery blaze. 
From room to room the shrieking wretches fly, "y 

From roofs and windows leap, while from on hig^ 665 > 
Some 'scape fay falling, some by fidling die. D 

Thas, careleaB of her life, and wild with fear, 
Each flies the sound that thunders in her ear. 
At every gate at once a tfaoosand press ; 
Heaps fall on heaps; the driving throngs increase, 670 
And choak the passage ; numbers trod beneath 
Are slain ; and numben meet untimely death 
From gates or ramparts cast : one sudden dies; 
Qne» with cniah'd lunfas a lingering^ victim fies ! 

DSre is the tamuk, mingled cries ascend, 675 

And loud laments the starry regions rend. 
Where'er the horn is heard, they speed thehr pace ; 
Nor wonder if the vfle ignoble race 
With coward looks and panting hearts appear, 
dinee Nature forms tiie dastard hare to fear : 610 

But how of boU Marphisa shaU I teU ? 
Of GqUo Saifage, prov'd hi fight so well .' 
Of Olivero^s* sons, whose martial praise 
Such lasting honours to their house could raise : 
Who late whole armies view'd with feariess eye, 685 

And now, bereft of courage, trembling fly ? 



• GryphoA anA Aqoilwt. 
L3 
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They flj like tuaoroos doTe% or he^lew deer. 

What time some strange approaching noise thej bear 

To every friend and foe alike is fioiaDd 

The spelful terror of the magic sound : 690 

Guido the brave, and Sansonetto, yield ; 

The brethren,* and Marpbisa lately steel'd 

To every chance, attempt to shon in vain 

The fearful din "which still their ears retain. 

Meantime Astolpbo through the city goes, 695 

And with new breath his horn terrific blows. 
One gains the sea ; one climbs the mountain's side^ 
And one in gloomy forests seeks to hide. 
Sbme traverse many a league of country o'er. 
And some review their native seats no more : 700 

Wliile some t' escape from land, would stem th^ wa^C) 
Aud find in ruthless seas a wat'iy grave. 
Eaioh house, or dome, is now an empfjy space, 
And all the city shows a desert place. % 

Marpbisa, Guido bold, the brethren two 705 

Gryphon and Aquilant their flight pursue s 
With these the merchants and the sailor traiiy 
Ib equal terror throng the beaten plain ; 
And now they come, where near the castle rides 
A vessel which Aleria's care provides : 710 

With speed embarking, they fiorsake the s^MNre, 
Hoist every sail, and ben4 to every oar. 

The city cleared, Astolpho seeks the strand. 
In hopes again to join his social band. 
Now here, now there he tonu^ but views in vain 71 5 

Th' abandon'd port, till casting tow'rds the main 
His eager eyes, at disUpce far he sees 
The vessel sail before the favouring breeze ! 

* Gryphon and Aquilaii^. 
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Forsaken tliiu^ he other thoughts revolTes - * 

To qfiit the reakn ; and many a scheme resobips. 7^ 

But let hun go^ nor heed though thus ve make 
The gentle dnke his lonely jonmey take 
Throogh harbarooa realms, and unbefieriDg laads^ 
Where constant dai^^ «onst«nt fear demands. 
Tet wherefore should he fear, whose horn display'd^ 7^ 
In every danger brings resistless aid ? 

Nov let his frighted friends our care divide. 
Who quit the land, and plough th' unstable tide. 
Full swdl their sails, till distant from the shore 
The horn, so late their dread, is heard no mere ! 730 

One terror now dia^l'd, the fear of Uame 
In erery feature lights the glow of shame : 
Thejr dare not meet their oomrades* eyes, but 8tan(j^ 

With down^east eyes, n mute dejected band. 

The pilot, on his coarse by Cyprus glides, 7«S 

By fiertile Bhodes ; and outs th' Egean tides. 

A hundred islands vanish £:om his sight ; 

With these the Malean e;^^, a dangerous height. 

Then scudding onward, wfth a steady wind. 

He leaves the Greek Morea fiir behind. 740 

From SiQUy, the Tyrrhene surges cros^ 

He sails by.ftaly's deUghtfnl coast ; 

A^d now to Luna's wi^'d-for port he bends. 

And hails his hoof e and lopg forsaken friends ; 

In thanks to Heaven Ibr all his trials o'er, 745 

By storms at sea and perils on the shore. 
The w a r riw .' s here wi^ bold Marphisa find. 

In happy time, a ship for France design'd. 

The pilot these invites : the willing tnun 

That day embarkmg, soon Marseilles they gain. 750 

Vsr.TSl. Butkthimg0f&c,2 He IbUows him, Bsok sdi. ver. 3l. 
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It ehane'd that Bradamant, whose noble hand 
Deputed rol'd, was absent from the land : 
Else had they, by the generous maid detain'd. 
Beneath her friendly roof awhile remain'd. 
They quit the ship — Marphisa bids adieu 755 

To Goido's dame, to all the knightly crew. 
It ill beseem'd, in one same troop (she cryM) 
To view so many knights of valour try'd : 
While doves and storks' are seen together join'd. 
And deer and stags, with all the timorous kind ; f80 

The &leon fierce, the royal eagle's race. 
That ne'er in others hopes of safety place, 
Bears, lions, tigers, beasts that know not fear. 
Unaided still, and single still appear. 

Such were her words, though not alike they weigh'd 765 
With all the rest ; but hence the wondrous maid 
The champions leaves, and travels thence, alone. 
Through unfrequented woods and paths unknown. 
Gryphon the white, and Aquilant the black, 
Guido and Sansonetto find the track 776 

That to a eastle led, whose courteous lord 
Crave each a welcome to his bed and board : 
Courteous at least he seem'd, while each deceiv'dy 
His plausive words and semblance fair believ'd j 
But, soon as sleep at night their eyes oppressed, 775 

He seiz'd them while they lay secure at rest ; 
Nor from the captives would their chains withdraV, 
Till each had sworn t* observe a cruel law. 

But ere we further speak what these befel^ 
The deeds of brave Marphisa let us tell, 780 



Ver.779. JBirt erv wf /wtAir {pesft— ] Bieretiiiiis to these^ Sovk 
xxii.vsr.378; 
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Broensa past* the ^eine fuod Bhodan's s|r««ii| 

At length she neu* a lo£ty moantaiQ came : 

There by a flood, witli sudden waters swell'd. 

An aged dame in sable -weeds befa^ld : 

WUh travel spent she seem'd, and sore distrest^ 785 

But more with heavy thought than toil oppress'd. 

Lo ! this was she, who far from haunts of men. 

Had Uv'd with outlaws in the savage den ; 

Where Heaven the Paladin Orlando drew. 

To wreak fuU justice on that impious crew . 790 

The beldame fearing death (and why such fate 

She seem'd to fear, the sequel shall relate) 

Through fields and forests fled remote from sight, 

And shunnM to meet the face of hind or kni^t 

She sees the vesture o[ the martial dame, 795 

With foreign arms, a stranger born proclaim ; 

And henee she flies not, as she flies from thmHi 

Whose^garb a warrior of the country shows. 

Beside the stream she waits, and now she meets 

Th' approaching knight, and low saluting, greets, 800 

Beaeeohing, on his steed to waft her o'er 

Th' opposing torrent to the further shore. 

Marphisa, courteous fi-om her earliest years. 
Across the flood the ancient beldame bears. 
And, past the ford, disdains not to convey SOS 

Behind her courser, till they pass'd a way 
' Heavy with slough^when cjad in armour bright, 
With trappings rich thej met an unknown knight. 
Gay pacing tow'rds the stream ; with him a dame. 
And single squire (his sole attendant) came. 810 

Fair was the dame he brought, but £ur in vain. 
Her haughty caniage cast a deepening stain 
On all her beautjr, while her scorn and pride 
8eemfd well-befitting him that grao'd her side 
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TUb knight -wn Pinabel, whose trcBKkt'ry pcve 815 

To Bnidamant the fiill in Merlin's esfe. 
Hia ai|^ vere breath'd, his sealdiiig tears -were shed 
For her, whom now beneath his care he led ; 
For her, whom then the magic tower detain'd : 
But when Atiantes' guile no more restrain'd 890 

His captives, freed by braye Dordona's* dame. 
She, not unmindfol of her former flame. 
To Pinabel retnm'd, and with him still 
Wander'd from tower to tower, o'er forest, dale, and hiQ. 
^ Soon as she view'd Marphisa's aged crone, 925 

The shameless fidr, to taunting ever prone. 
No more the venom of her tongae suppress'd. 
But gave full vent to manj a scornful jest. 
Then brave Marphisa, little us'd' to bear 
Another^s insult, or unpunish'd hear, 830 

Inflam'd with anger, to the dame replies : 
His partner should with her dispute the prize 
Of beauty's bloom, with offer on her knight 
To vouch the proof ; and these the terms of fight. 
That, if o'erthrown her lover press'd the field, 835 

The damsel should her vest and palfrey yield. 
Here Finabello, rouz'd by sense of shame, 
T* accept the challenge and defend his dame. 
His spear and buckler seizing, wheePd his steed. 
And on Marphisa rush'd with wrathful speed. 840 

Her mighty spear in rest Marphisa held. 
And full on Pinabello's helm impell'd 
The foroeftil stroke that hurl'd him to the plun. 
Where stunn'd he lay, as numbered with the slain. 
At length he rose ; when, victor of the day, 845 

Marphisa from the stranger rent away 

* Bradamantf 
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Her frittering omwBCttti avd yonAliil vett, 

And ^wiHi the ipottt her tged beldame drev^d ; 

Then on the paUrey plae'd, whieh late ^fore» 

With other graQe^tikehMi^^damael bore. UO 

This done, she tiim'd» the wajr vith her to holdy 

Who sfeemM by drew stiU more defarm'd and old. 

Three days they journey'd on, ere aught befel 
In length of travel, worlliy here to tell. 
The fourth they met a hi^ty who bent on qpeed, 855 
With goring roiir^a urg'd his flying steed : 

Zerinno nam'd, the king eC Skothmd's son. 
For manly beauty fiun'd and battles won : 

Of vaigeanee bite de&aoded on the hand, 

Whodar'dhisgpdlike mer^ to withstand. 860 

In vain Zerbino, long incensed, pursu'd 

The bold offender tiaoug^ the deYioas wood. 

Who knew so well to wind eaeh tangled l»akie. 

So well th' advantage of the ground to take, 

That, sheltered by sofvoonding shade, and veiled 865 

In misty vapours by the morn ezhal'd. 

He 'scap'd pursuit, resolv'd hunself to lade, 

Till tame shovdd bid hia prince's wxath si:^>aide. v 
ThoQi^ ill-dispos'd, Zeitoo ooidd not hold . 

From laughter, when he view'd the beldamct old» 870 

Whose youthful habit leem'd so ill to gpnuee 

Her doating age, and withered homely &»e. 

«1lien to Marpbisa, ftraneing at her side : 

Thy prudence merits pcaiae. Sir gjaij^t (he ©lyM) 

That choosbg for thy male sofahr adame, JffS 

Thou needs't not fear a rival in thy flaipje. 

By sallow hue, ai^ wrinkled skini^^pears ... 

Th' ill-favour'd hag beyond the Sybil's years. 

YeT,S77,^-winkled9kintfffpear* 

Th' iU-fooour'd hag-J Dolce, the Icdtan comiBtaBtatnr 
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A grapdame ape the Uwleiy iii fiiiMiaHie mt% 
WithTestureekdtDBMketlistvlens^Offt: MO 

Her eyes a^aiwesMt^ apite and anger nill'4 : 
What hurts a wiDOMUi more thatt to be tokl 
The world entitle her deftraiiM tmd did. 

The noUe maid» here fUniiiy vnth| totrf 
What haply might ensue, nade this Kfet^. 885 

She whom I guard, I swear hf Heawn, haa more 
Of heauteons ekiim dian thou <tf eoutaaias. lore. 
Thoa seem'st to her tnmsoei&ds&t ginees Mind* 
To veil th^ baseness of thy daatatd mind. 
What other luiig^t that heve skoald ehaop^tp meei S90 
A maid so young, in every afaatu «omplet% 
By one defended, but his strength wonld prove 
To win in her the sweet reward of love f 

So well with thee Ae tnHbi (Zerbino eries) 
'Twere mudi injnstioe to dispute the prise ; S95 

Nor shall I, lost to senses my araas en^tay 
Is such a cause*^-4hou, what thou hast^ enjoy. 
Yet, if th9u seek'st with me in figfatto join. 
On other terms I shall notthis ilosliB& 
But think me not eobttnde^ for ^ersidke 900 

In listed field a single lanee to^toeak^ 
Homely or fidb*, with thee^shesfeaU-absde, 
Nor win I love, so aptly pair'd, dhide. 
Heaven knows yon both are join'd lieyaul eompare^ 
.If thou art valiant as the nymph is lldr« 9Q| 

Marphisa tfaea rejofai'dr-<ln tify 4espite» 
To win ibis damsel must thou pMve the iight : 
Ne'er ahalt thou view her beauties with derire, 
And BOt to win those peeriess ehanns aspire;: 

here gravely obwrves, tkat the poet particularly dwells on this cir- 
cuiuftanoe, to denote the yesFB of Gabrina : and sagely concludes, that 
• vriahletaieaaaaikofold age! 
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I know not who (Z6i%faio mad^ f^V) 910 

]^«r inch a oonqaeit woaM the eombftt try ; 
Where eoorCing danger withaiifitutfiilpi&i6> 
The ▼ictor lo>e» while the T«ttqliiahM guns. 

Sinee terms like iheie ^splease thee, heak- me make ' 
Another offer wtiiob thou weH mtcftft i»tb ; 91$ 

(Bfarphin answer'd) if m joost^ to thine 
Mj arms gahmit, this dasne shall fltiil be mine; '^ 

Boty if I coiii]iier, her Hioa Shalt receive ; 
Thus be our trial who theorize shall leave. 
Shoold Fortune bid thee now resign the day, 920 

Tis thine to guard her as she pomts the way. 

Agreed— ZerlNno<said, awl 8peakin|^ wheelM ) '*' " 
His rapid courser to dispnte the field : 
Form on his stirrup wittv collected niight, 
He stood ; and, to dveet his spear aHght, 925 

Against her buckler drore the pointed wobd ; 
Which, like a mdnat of stjeei, the shoi^ withstood ; 
While she, with better nerve, hli helmet found, 
And instant hurMhim senseless to the ground. 

Zerlnno, thus unhbn'd) such shame cOnfessM, 930 

As ne'er till then his generous soul depress'd. 
Full many a wanrior had his spear befbre 
Cast from then* seats: but now he fears, no more 
His arm shall cleak^ his fiime, while lost in thought. 
New anguii^ in' his pensive bosom wrought, 935 

To tfilnk hence Artii, by sacred promise plight^ 
Ifimself eonslrttm'd to iMt flie beldame*s knight. ' 

High seated <Mihef steed, the conquering maid 
TumM with a smile-^Accept my gift (she said ;) 
The more I see the dame ih beauty shkie, 940 

It joys me more to see such beauty thine. 
Then, in my place, her diam]^bn's charge sustain. 
Nor let thy faith, so lately pledged, be vain. 

Toi. in. M. 
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Whatever she bida^ it fits tliee to •bejr. 

Guide of her &te and pnrtiier of lier wqr. 945 

She stsy'd not for reply, hot left the knighty 

And MOQ the forest shut her from his m^iX. 
Then to the erone he spoke (fbr sore he dcem'd 

His oonqueringfiie a warrior as die seem'd) 

Give me to hear what knight has atain'd my fiune ? 9SQ 

The beldame answei!^d» eager to prodaim 

What known would grieye him more— On yonder lattd * 

Thoa falTst (she oryM) beneath a virgin's hand : 

A virgin, who for valoor well may wield 

The warrior^s fidehion and the warrior^s shield ; 955 

Who now from Eastern realms, with swotd and lanee, 
Is eome to prove the Fhtladins of France. 
At this, Zerbino^s soul indignant glow'd^ 

' WhUe o'er hu visage fliuh'd the changing blood ; 
Through all his frame the deep eontagion spread, 9i9 

And ev'n his armour seem'd to blush with red. 
Remounting on his steed, he oaVd in tain 
The nerves that could not late his seat maintain. 
The hag in secret smU'd, and eveiy art , 
Of malice trfd f afllict his generous heart 965 

With cniel taunts, and bade him call to mind 
What chance had now to hers his will reagn'd. 

Zerbino heard abash'd, nor aught reply'd^ 
Constrain'd the worst, like weary steed, f abide. 
That feels the bit in mouth, and rowels at his ode. 970 

In frequent si^ he gave his angoidi vent : 
What dire reverse (he cry'd) has Fortune sent ! 
While she, the first in virtue as in charms^ 
Untimely torn from these desiring arms, 

Ver. M7-«A«eAa'/mfiM» fighu} Herecoins toMupUn, Bosk 
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ItdariiMonfoelD^orgivietitliepreQkaBlbod 975 

Of TETenoiu fiib and fiawlii that bmnt the flood. 

Lo ! her, that boned in her eivUilf bed, 

Sfaoold long ere tfaia the hnngry worms have fed, 

Thoa iionr- preaew'A b^rond her loalhsoiiie date. 

To add new tonneiitB to my wretched state. 980 

ThoB spoke Zerbino^ hapless and fbrlom : 

Nor less m words and looks he seem'd to moum 

Kb oAoos mate, by IneUess dianee aeqnir^d. 

Than loss of her whom most lus sool desired. 

Kstfll yoor mind retains what onee I Cold, 985 

This hag was she who left the eavem'd hoM, 
Where Isabeila, who Zerinno held 
In lovers soft bondi^ scmie days a iffisoner dweUfd : ^ 

Oft bad she there rdiean^d her stoiyo^er, 
How first she left her dear patbmal diore; 990 

How, shipwreek'd on the sea and shelvy strand. 
She aav'd her life on BooheUe*s welcome land. 
Oft woold the lore4om maid delight to tell 
Of lost Zerbino ; oft with rapture dwell 
On erery grace : Soon as the beldame nigh . 995 

Had mark'd his mien and bee with heedfiil eye. 
She deem'd m him she view'd the noUe yoath 
By Isabella wept with mat<ddess troth ; 
Whose absence to her sonl more sorrow gare 
Than cruel bondage in the outlaw's eave. 1000 

But when she now with fix'd attention heard 
His words in bitterness of son! prefert^d. 
She fbond 'twas he^ wIks by report misled. 
His dearest Isabella, moom'd as dead ; 
And while the trudi she knew, with impious spite, lOOS 
T" exelnde all gleam of comfort from the knight. 
What best might raise his hope die kept conceal'd. 
And what would give him pain, alone reveal'd. 
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Hear thou (she •xy'd,} from 'wiioin I thsu htt^ \mt» 
Such haughty wemg^ aonli inaalting wom, H>|9 

Did'rt thou but think whet tiOingp 1 60itU tsU 
Of her on whom thy tod affeotioQi diiell, 
How mii^f It thou ipefi)L>iie.fmiV"biitjtllii& vmfn 
Would force or aoothvig now th»t B«ci?et giin» 
Which, had thy apeech more, grille maniieraidanfiiy 4015 
Thou mig^t'at, perohaaee, diaQOUCteowyovith) have IkmvwA. 

As the grim mttaff, who v>th fui7 threata 
Th' invading robber, aoon his rage foj^gets, 
Whene'er, by aoent pf aavomy meat allured, 
Orlull'dwithspeUabyfaagicartiRroQMi^d: . 1000 

Thua aoon Zerbino, with a aoften'd air, 
Beaouf^t tthe hi^ with ieava and h«nUe pn^ftr. 
By Gods and men, no longer to conceal 
Whate'er of good or ijtl qhe .eqidd reveal* 

Nought canat thou ^now, Uiat known woiUd }9eld deUgJ&t, 
(Th' unfeeling beldame answer'd to the knigbt) 1096 

She lives ! whom now f» dead thy sighs depilore. 
But Uvea to envy thoae ii^o lii^ no nuj^y^^ 
Full twenty, not by laws nor faith restcain^. 
Thy Isabella long in bonds detain'd : 1080 

Then think, should fiite restore her to thy arw» 
What hope remains t' enjoy Jier vkgim ehanns ? 

Ah! hagaceursM! (Zerb^io xaade jreply) 
How hast thou fram'd a fioul detested jy^ ! 
Though twenty nught the captive :^r detain, W3S 

Not one would dare her qtotlesskomiir atain* 

Thus he— then queation'd when aod wheve ahe ▼iev'd 
Hia best betov'd ; butBhe,in80UenmoQi|» 
Was mute ; detenain'd to disoloae no more, 
NoraddawordtowhatahetoAdbelfare. 1040 

Zerbino mildly first hia speeeb«ddMaa'd, 
Then held his threatening wc^^pon.to her breaat 
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Alike m r$kk h»pniftr, hu menaoe prov'd. 

Nor prajer, nor threat the atnbboni beldame mof'd. 

Tet what he heard, he pondered deep m thoag^^ 1045 

Till aeeret fean his jealoua torment wrought 

He borii'd hk laabeUa't diarmt to view, 

Throogh toili tofoUowy and to death pmvae ; 

Bat durst not move without hb partnei's will, 

WhMhlateMari^umbQaBdhimtoAdfil. 1050 

Thenoe^aa she led, throqgh aolitM^ ahado 

And unfrequented patha Zerbino •tray'd. 

Whether o'er hill or vale their way thej took» 

Nor words Oiey uttered, nor exdianifdaloofc: 

But when the son, with dow declining ray, 1055 

Had past the splendor of meridian day, 

To break the rilenoe, in the way there idX 

A knight, whoae name th' ensuing book dnU tdl. 
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OF 

ORLANDO FURIOSO. 



NOT Strongest eords in cireting bandage roU'd, 

So closely brace ; not clasps of iron hold 

The plank so firm, as plighted faith can bind 

In never-loosening ties the noble mind. 

The sages hence, of ancient time have drest 5 

Faith (heavenly Goddess !) in a spotless Test - 

Enyelop'd fair, and white as falling snowsy 

That eveiy casual soil and blemish shows. 

True honour must in even tenor run. 

Before a thousand pledg'd, or given to one : 10 

Not less in woods or lonely caverns known. 

Far from the concourse of the peopled tows. 

Than at the full tribunal, where aloud 

Each act is witness'd to the listening crowd : 

Yet, 9, TAe<^geiAmcr,6r.— ] Tliat&i<3i(orrinoere dealing) was 
at imtly painted in wMte gannenti, may be gathered f^mntiiii pa^ 
ttgeinHsnee. 

.MM.- et albo rara fides cofit 
Velatapanno. 
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T(^oat or Otttha, or forms judieial past, 15 

A promise made Imt once should ever last 

This duty, still on Tirtuoos minds in^^rest. 

Was erer present to Zerbino's breast ; 

80 sacred held, that from his purposed way 

He tam'd aside, through devious paths to stn^ 90 

Withh6r, whom like disease or death he Tiew'd ; 

Such sense of right his generous soul pursu'd. 

Thus joomey'd they, till from the western hills 
The setting sun dlsplay'd his hindmost wheels. 
When near advaneing^ with a fearless look, 25 

▲ wandering warrior on their silenee broke. 
Well was he noted by the hateful dame ; 
Hermonides, of Holland, was his name. 
Who bore athwart, depicted on his shield, 
A band vermilion in a sable field. 30 

By features chang'd the crone her fears expressed. 
And to the prince her humble speech addressed. 
She bade him now in mind Ids promise bear 
To her, who pUo'd her in his guardian care : 
For he, the knight who met them face to face, 35 

Was foe to her, and foe to all her race : 
Her dear loVd father perish'd by his guilt i 
By him lier only brother's blood was q;»ilt ; 
And still he sought, with more than ruthless mind^ 
To glut his rage on all her wretched kind. ' 40 

Woman ! in me behold thy champion near! 
(Zerbino cry'd) and banish every fear. 

When now, with heedful eyes, ih' ^»proachmg knight 
Had markM that fiwe^ so odkws to his sigh^ 
Prepare with me in single fight to meet^ 45 

(Aloud he threatening cry'd with generoos heat) 
Or quit yon' female's side, imd by n»y hand 
Give her to perish as her orimes demand : 
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If thoa defend'flt her eaiiKy thou mvat be slttn. 

For thns it ftUi to thoie who wnng nudatiin. 50 

Zerbbio then, with eonrteoiis tpeeeh reply'd, 

Soch thoughts eould 01117 vith the base reode; 

Yet if he preni'd the fig^ hedumkl not find 

Aliyingfoe; but wilPd him first in mind 

To ponder, how a kni^ of gentle atndn 55 

In helpless woman's blood hb hand eoold stain. 

These wofds, and many more^ in vain ensn'd ; 
For deeds at length the eontest most eonehide : 
Now for the tilt thej wheel arouid the pbmiy 
Then, turning forious^ meet with loosen'd rein. 00 

Not with snoh speed the whizzing rocket flies, 
IKsmist with joj to burst in upper skies ; 
As in the dreadful shock, each fiery horse 
Bore either champion to the headlong coarse. 
Low um'd Hermonides his spear, and try'd (5 

Through the left flank his pointed wood to guide : 
The feeble wood in crashing spUnters broke, 
And scarce the knight of Scothmd felt the strobe. 
Far difierent eame his lance ; with fiiroe impeU'd, 
The targe it pere'd, and in the shoulder held 70 

Its ragmg way, throuf^ plate and mail it flew. 
And on the plain Hermonides o'erthrew. 

Zerbino deem'd him slain ; with pitying haste 
He lighted, and his glittering hehn unhM^d. 
At length, as from a trance, the wounded knight 75 

Recovering, on Zerbino fiz'd his sight 
Awhile in silence, till in mournful strain 
He said—It grieves me little (0 sustain 
This shame from one, whom well his deeds bespeak 
The flower of wandering knights that danger seek. Zii 
But much to suffer in her cause I grieve. 
Whose murderous guile aocustom'd to deceive. 
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Could sueh a knig^ m her ddfeoee engage : 

FcHT ill it suits aa arm B&bn»e to wage 

A strife like thi»--<u[id when thou hear^st th^ eaiue ^ 

That on her head my righteous foxy draw% 

Remembrance ever vill remorse awake. 

To think thou thus hast wrong'd me for her sake. 

And if my spirits last (though mneh I fear 

My strength may fiui) a story shalt thoa hear, 90 

Whieh told, will prove how far her deeds disgraoe 

A woman's name, and all the human raee. 

My youthf ol brother, on hi» fiune intent. 

From Holland onoe, our native dweUing, went, 

And to Heradios soon a knight was made ; 95 

(Heradjns, who the Gf<feoiaik empire sway'd) 

A baron*s friendship in the court he prov'd. 

And he no less the courteous baron lov'd ; 

Who kept, near Servfat's lands, a lonely seat, 

A guarded fbrtress and a ealm retreat. 100 

Argeo was his name, whose choice had led 

Yon loathsome woman to his nuptial bed. 

On whom he doated with so fierce a flame. 

As pass'd the bounds that rank like his became ; • 

But she, more changeful thna the withered leares, 105 

Which Autumn every year of sap bereaves^ 

When the dull winds, collecting to a storm. 

The verdant honours of the grove deform. 



Vor. 95. — Bbnac/jitf— ] Heracliiu was the nxteenth emperor of 
Greece, and sttcceeded Phocsfl. He was created emperor atCanstan- 
tinople anno 611, and reigned near tUity yean, and appears to be 
the same Heradius in whose time the Saracen army, under Cded* 
hud aege to the dty of Damascus ; on which event Mr. Hughes 
founded his Siege of Damascus, the most excdlent of modem trage- 
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Nov sudden chas'd irom her incODstant breast 

The love her husband there hfid once possest ; 110 

And eveiy art essay'd of loose desire 

To make mj brother bum in lawless fire. 

Not steadier meets th' Acroeeraunean shore 

(Of impious fame) the ocean's surgy roar : 

Not firmer, midst the northern blast, appears 11? 

A pine, the produee of a hundred years, 

(Far as whose head above the Alps ascends, 

So deep its root beneath the sorfiiee tends) 

Than now my brother met the dame's request, 

A dame of every vice the fertile nest ! J 20 

Meantime, as it befiiUs a wandering knight 
Who danger seeks, on dangers oft to light ; 
It ehanc'd my brother, on adventures bound, 
Received in combat many a g^evons wound. 
Argeo's fort was near, no need to wait 1 25 

For leave to enter at his friendly gate ; 
He came, as wont, resolVd with med'oine*s power. 
And rest, his health and vigour to restore. 
Argeo, on some secret piu^ose bent, 
As need required him, from the castle went : ISO 

Wm consort then the welcome time embrac'd. 
To tempt my brother with her suit unchaste : 

▼or. 113. — f^ Acroeeraunean thotr—'}* Horace calls the rocki 
«f Acroeeramiia infamous, because mariners there oflen suffer ship- 
WMck. 

Tnfamfa scopolos Acroeenumia.*.. 

L«&.LOd.iii. 

These are high rocks or mountains in Epiros, the tops of wbieh 
aie frequently struck with lightning, frwn which drcnmstance they 
doire their name* They are near the promontory that hangs over 
lie loiiian Sea. 

Vol. hi. K 
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But he, a lo^al friend as tuIuoiu yoath^ 

Impatient to behold his spodess truth 

So hard beset ; whom evils thus enelose ; ^155 

At length of many ills the lightest chose ; 

Of many ills this choice the youth pursuesy 

To fly Argeo^ and his friendship lose ; 

And dwell ao outcast, where the shameless dame 

Might never hear again his luckless name. 140 

Hard was the choice, but harder to fulfil. 

Against his duty, her ungovem'd will ; 

Or to her lord accuse a faithless wife. 

Her lord who prizM her dearer than his life. 
Still pale and feeble with his wounds he took 145 

His arms and courser, and the placQ forsook ; 

In willing exile from his friend he went. 

But envious fortune cross'd Ins good intent 

Lo ! to his home the husband came^ and found 

His wife in floods of seeming sorrow drown'd ; 150 

With bagged features and diaheveU'd hair : 

Surpris'd, he question'd whence her deep despair : 

Again, and yet again, her speech he woo'd 

To learn tike cause, while she, in sullen mood. 

Within her bosom schemes of malice bred, 155 

To avenge her slighted flame on him who fled. 

Nor deem it strange that she, refus'd so late. 

Should sudden change her former love to hate. 

At lengthr— Ah ! wherefore should I seek (she cry'd) 

The guilt, incurred when thou wert gone, to hide ? 160 

Though from the world the horror I disguise. 

It ever naked to reflection lies ! 

The soul that groans beneath a secret sin. 

Feels its own weight of punishment within. 

That far exceeds all outward pain of sense 165 

Another mi|^t inflict for such offence ; 
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If that, which foree constrains, offence ve name : ' 

But be it as it maj*— attend my shame ! 

Then from its seat polKited let thy sword 

To this unspotted sool release afford : 170 

So shall these lids be closed m welcome sleep. 

No longer after sndi disgrace to weep 

With eyes cast downwards, fearing still to read 

In erery face abhorrence of the deed. 

Know thenr-^y friend— thy boscmi friend aasaiTd ITS 

My matron honoor— «nd by force prerail'd : 

Then dreading lest I shoold his crime recite. 

The rillain parted hence with speedy flight. 

Thas she ; and with these impioos words addrest 
Against his friend, inflsbn'd her huBband's breast : 180 

Too easy of belief Argeo flew 
With arms and steed, his rietim to parsae ; 
The seeds of Tengeance rankling in his mind, 
Vers'd in the ways, my brother soon he join'd* 
Who, faint with scarce heafd wounds, in journey slow, 1S5 
Pass'd pensire on, and little feared a fye. 

Now, in a lonely shade, with eager rage. 
The baron rush'd th' unequal fight to wage. 
My hapless brother yain excuses fram'd ; 
Incena'd Argeo load the combat daim'd. 190 

The one was strong, with deep resentment moVd,- 
The other weak, and much his friend he IotM. 
Philander then (so call th' unhappy youth. 
The guiltless rictim of unspotted truth) 
Who such a foe with strength unequal found, 195 

Was vanquish'd in the fight, and captive bound. ' 

Forhid it Heaveh ! tho^ now to justice led 
For guilt so deep as thine (Aiigeo said) 
I e'er should kill the man I held so dear, 
Tlie man I deem'd to me with faith sincere 200 
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Aily'd so Uiie— my fxieadabip thus betray'dy 

Oar cause before the ioafittrtlal world be weigh'd. 

As I in love excell'd, when once we lov'd. 

So would I stand in hatred unreprov'd. 

Let other punishment thy deeds attend, 805 

Than death from him who oall'd thee once his friend. 

Thus he; and on a courser bade be plae'd 
A rustic bier of branches Interlac'd, 
Half dead thereon the wretched youth was laid. 
And to the castle's nAig^ibottring walls oonvey'd, SIO 

Where, in the lone retreat, he lay oonfin'd. 
The penance for his forfeit life deaign'd. 
Imprisoned there, he found each lenient grace. 
Save only, in excursion from the place. 
To roam abroad ; in all beside, he stUI 91.5 

Found evexy menial ready at his will. 

But that abandon'd dame, whose impious mind 
Renewed the purpose she at first design'd. 
Each day Philander view'd, and as she chose. 
With ready key bade every gate unclose : S90 

My brother with insatiate will she press'd. 
And bolder now preferr'd her foul request. 
What more avails thy boasted truth (she cry'd,) 
Since my report has set that boast aside ? 
In vain thy virtue due regard may claim, 925 

When each insults thee with a traitor's name. 
How had thy honour and thy peace been spar'd, 
Wouldst thou have given my love its dear reward i 
Behold the guerdon of thy mighty pains. 
Of all thy rigour, lo! what fruit remains ! 2S0 

Thou dwell'st in durance, never hence to part. 
Till pity soften thy obdurate heart : 
But if thou yield'st-^I some device will frame 
To set thee firee, and heal thy wounded fame. 
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FhilttMler answered— Hope not to prevail, 235 

Nor tbink Flulander's fiuth shall ever fiul ; ' 
Thoagfa now it meets sueh unexpected lot : 
Howe'er the world my merits has fixrgot, 
One Power above my innoeenee can see. 
And at his will, my sonl fh>m trouUe free. SM 

Kail suffiee not—let Argeo take 
This wretched beings his reyenge to slake. 
Perehanee in Heaven hereafter may I find 
That recompense, withheld me by mankind : 
When he, who now detests my hated name, SiS 

As life diall cease to warm this mortal frtme. 
May to my mem'ry wrongM at last be just. 
And weep his dear companion laid in dost. 

Thus oft the shameless woman strives to gain 
Philaiider's love, as oft she strives in vain : C€0 

BSnd with her hist, she feeds her flame within. 
And hope% at length, her lawless will to win ; 
eaeb rack'd invention in ho* thoaght tppliei^ 
And ponders att her magazine of Hes ; 
A thousand schemes, now here, now thepe, revolves, 9S5 
Kor yet on one her wavering mind resdvei. 
&K months elapsed smoe last the impioiis dame, 
As was her custoiii, to his presence eame, 
Andkence hehop'd that time had otu^d her loitfiil flame/ 

"Bai, fortune friendly to the wicked, brought SCO 

The wishM occasion which she long had sought, 
And gave her, by unheard-of guilt f attafai 
The purpose which she oft had tryM hi vib. 
Between her hnahand and a baron reign'd 
A hatred, m their houses long mamtain'd : 
Moraado was he oallM, sumamM the Pair, 
Wlko oft, Argeo absent, would repair 
Within his castle gates, and cftry outrage dare. 
N18 
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But, while the lord vas there, aloof he stay'd. 

Nor durst fior many a mile the seat invade. 270 

Argeo, to entice him thither, feign'd 

A solemn vow to visit Sion's land. 

He seem'd to go, and aU who viewed him, thou^t 

That, parting thence, Jerusalem he sought 

Thus went the &me, while to his wife was known STS 

The troth entrusted to her fiiith alone. 

At close of eve the oastle he regun'd. 

And every night wkhin Iho walls remain'd. 

With arms and ensigns diang'd, at dawn of day. 

Each morning to the woods he took his way. 380 

Kow here, now there^ with heedful wateh ht s^ray'd - 
Around his castle, lurking in the shade. 
To mark, iftrusting to the woU-^snn'd iaXe^ 
M^nndo durst, as WQnt, his walls/asaail. 
AU day ahrofid he n^^d, hut when he view'd 9$$ 

The %ht extingulsh'd in. the hriny flood. 
He came, where stiUion'd his return to wait. 
His wife reeded him at a secret gate. 
All, save herseli^ heliev'd that many a mile 
Argeo travell'd ; she with murderaiis guile st96 

'iphe curst oopaaion took, my hrother found, 
^nd with dire fraud h^ impaoos wishes erown'd ; 
'While from her eyes, fiw ever hvQw'dat will. 
She poured a shower of team her hreast to fill. 

Where shiill I fly f (she cry'd} what aucoour chqm 39S 
To guard my own, to gqaM my husband's fame f 
But were thy noble Mend Argeo here. 
Nor this, mac that, would give me cause for fear. 
Thou know'st Monmdo weU— -Arg^ hence. 
Scarce Gods or inen can yield me now defence SOQ 

Against the traitor, who with many a bribe 
And menace, voold seduce my menial tribe 
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To win me to hU -wiU—iiHiA^ linee he heard 

My lord no longer m these gates appeared. 

On distant travel benl^ has dar'd presume, SOS 

Unask'd, and hatefUl in my sight to eome ; 

But, were my oonsort now within my eall. 

Had kept aloof from this well-goarded wall. 

The suit he once by distant message pressed. 

He boldly now has &ce to face addressed ; 310 

So close address'd, I dread that future shame. 

And dire misfortune will attend my name : 

And but 1 late, with more attentive ear. 

Gently appeared his amorotts tale to hear. 

His passion would have seix'd, by open fioroe, 315 

What now he hopes to win by milder ooune. 

I promised soon to yield-— yet ne'er design'd * 

To keep what, made throu|^ fear, can never bind.. 

For this, in thee alone I trust for aid ; 

Unhelp'd by thee my honour is betray'd, $S0 

With my Argeo'»-^hieh, if truth may lie 

In friendship's words, yon onee esteam'd so hig^ 

If thou refose^'l to the world attest. 

Thy bosom wants that fiuth it onee profess'd. 

Nor was it virtue, but thy cruel scam, 3^ 

Urg'd thee to slight my tears, and see me mourn : 

Argeo's fame pretended was the shield 

That, held before, thy nttUess scad aoqeadU 

With thee Love's theft had lurk'd leciire from UuM^ 

But with Morando all must know thy diame. 389 

There needs not this (Philander cries) to move 
A spirit ever prompt the mbit to prove 
For my Argeo's sake— thy wish explafay— 
The faith I onoe possess'd, I still retain. 
Whate'er the woes which undeserv'd I leei« 335 

No deed of his abates my constant zeal : 
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ti 
Peril and death fer him I dare oppose, 
Be Fate itielf, and ail the vorld, my ibes. 

Then impioiu the— Thy weapon must destroy 
The wretch vho seeks to poison all my joy. 540 

Fear not that evil shall thyself betide, 
Do thoa but firmly act as I shall guide. 
Morando will return, when rising night 
With murky shade obscures the setting lif^t 
While, at a signal fix'd, prepai^d I wait 345 

Unseen, to give him entranee at the gate. 
Thee will I safe m secret ambush plaee. 
Without a ray the friendly gloom to chase ; 
Till, urg'd by me^ his arms aside to lay. 
He to thy jnstne fiiUs an easy prey. ^O 

With cruelly unheard, the rutUess wife 
Thus form'd the snare t' entrap her husband's life : 
If wife she may be call'd, or rather nam'd 
A Jiend, with more than fiend-like rage inflam'd. 

When now the fatal ni^^t her shadows spread, 355 

She to her room my wretched brother led : 
There placM him with his arms and trusty sword, 
Till home retnmM the castle's absent lord. 
All to her impious hag^ in course befel ; 
'Tis rare but evil deeds sncoeed too well. S60 

Philander deem'd in him Argeoi's file. 
And at his own AxgeoahnM the blow .* 
The cruel weapon deft his head in twaui. 
No hehn was there the fury to sustam : 
Speechless he fell ; and Ueeding as he lay, 36S 

Without a struggle groan'd his life away. 
Unheard of chance ! when thinking to bestow 
A fiiend's kind aid, he, with a fatal blow. 
Such greeting gave as fits the deadliest foe. 
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The husband thus dispftteh'd ; his murdering sword S70 

My brother to Gabi*ina's hand restored. 

Gabi*ina was Iier name, who every day 

Is bom to eurse, and Ures bat to betray ! 

She who, till then, eoneeaPd the horrid tnith. 

With lighted toreh approaeh'd th' unhappy youth, 375 

And bade him view how well his arm had sped. 

And diow'd where ]$iy his friend Argeo dead. 

She menac'd then, unless his pliant will 

The dictates of her hatefiil lore fuliSl, 

In eyeiy part to make his trespass known, $90 

Which all should tell, and he in vain disown. 

So must he die, with guilt of murder stain'd, 

A public victim to the hangman's hand. 

She bade him ponder, tho* to die he dar^d. 

If for a shameful death he itood prepared. S8S 

Philander, when his dire mistake he viewed, 
Omgeal'd with horror and amazement stood ; 
Remorse and rag^ to vengeance first impelled 
Ilis raving thought, and had not reason quelTd 
The rash design, suggesting, that expos'd 990 

In hostfle walls he stood with foes enelosi'd ; 
Though now disarm'd, his hand the means had found 
To rend her mangled corse with many a wound. 
And with her bleeding members strew the ground. 
As when a ship, that in mid ocean sails, 395 

Drives to and fro by two opposing gales : 
Between two evils thus Philander prest, 
Debates, at length he fixes on the least : 
Beside the certain view of speedy death. 
He fears with infamy to yield his breath ;s 400 

If in the castle should his deed be try*dy 
And little time is left him to decide. 
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Fate urges now the dreadfid dranght to take» 

ThoQgh all her arts before ooald never shake 

His constant faith : the dread of- death with shame, 405 

Compels him, while he loaths her impioos flame. 

To plight his yow, to join with hers \m hand. 

When both had safely left the Grecian land. 

Thus the foal sorc'ress won his forc'd consent. 
And with him closely from the castle went. 419 

Again his home and friends Philander "dew'd. 
But infamy in (rreecehis name pursu'd. 
Still in his mind he bears,^ with thrilling pain. 
His lov'd companion by his weapon slain ; 
Whence, for a murder'd friend, (Ah, dire to tell !) 415 
He gain'd a Progne, or Medea fell ; 
And, but his honour plighted could controul. 
With powerful ties, th' emotions of his soul. 
Her death had IbUbwM : yet his hatred more 
Pursu'd that life, his sword, compell'd, forbore. 430 

Ne'er was he seen, from that curst hour, to wear 
A cheerfol smile : his looks were all despair. 
Sig^ burst unceasing^ from his mournful breast : 
Like yoting Orestes by the furies prest, 
I dread avengement for the fatal deed, 425 

That made his mother and Eigystus bleed. 
Deep, and more deep, grief workM its canker'd way. 
Till on his bed of sickness sad Phiknder lay. 

The fbul adultress, who his heart beheld 
Still to her flame averse, indignant swell'd 490 

To fierce resentment, till her thoughts, estranged 
From all her love, agun to hatred changed : 
And soon, as once agsunst the baron's life. 
Against my brother^s wrought this impious wife. 
From this bad world to send, with arts accurst, 43* 

The second husband as she sent the first 
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A leech Oke foond, far better tanght to kill 
With pobonoQS, than with vholeaome draughts to heal ; 
And him she drew, by hopes of vast reward, 
'With her infernal purpose to accord, 440 

The strength of some enTenoiu'd juice to prove. 
And from her loathing sight her lord remove. 

Join'd with myself a mourning friendly band 
Bnolos'd his bed, when with the cup in hand 
The leech approach'd, anil said the drink he bore . 445 
Would soon my brother's wasted health restore. 
Bat ere the patient could the miztui« taste, 
Gabrina, with inhuman crafl^ in haste 
Advane'd, perchance a witness to remove 
Who knew th' effects of her detested love ; 450 

Perchance in aVrice to withhold his gains. 
The price agreed to recompense his psios. 
She seiz'd his hand, while to the sick he hM 
The fatal goUet that the drink conceal'd. 
Be not dbpleas'd (she crjr'd,} if thus I fear 455 

Far one whose life I ever held so dear. 
Give me, by piool^ to know thou hast not brought 
Some potion here with &tal venom fraught : 
Think not my lord the proffer'd cup shall take. 
Till first thy lips the med'cine's trial make. * 460 

Reflect, Sir knight ! how stood deprived of speedi. 
In his own treason caught, the wretched leech : 
The time, that press'd, allowed not to revolve. 
And fix his mind on what he should resolve : 
Fearful t* expose his guilt, he deem'd it best, 465 

Without delay, to give th' exacted test 
The sick man then, with unsuspectmg thoaij^t, 
Qoaff'd all the remnant of the deadly drauj^t. 
As when a hawk, whose crooked talons feel 
The partridge that he dooms his future meal, 470 
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Beholds the dog^ late pttttaer of his toil, 

AssbO, irindfrom hk grasp convey the spoil : 

So this vile leeeh, by thirst of gnn hfetny'd. 

Remains deserted where he look'd for aid. 

O unexampled goBt ! heneefiBrth da all, 47S 

Who durst» like ktm, ftr gold, may equal jasdee fidl ! 

The deed eomplete, the wrtUk pr^ai^d to take 
His journey hoOBe, some antidote to make, 
fire yet too Ikr the poison through his blood 
Had spread; hot fell Qiikrina this withstood. 480 

She Tow'd he must not yet his patient leave. 
Till all the 'virtue of his drugs pereeive. 
In vain with prayers^ in Tain with bribes he try'd 
T»be dismissed : the traitress hag deny'd. 
All desperate now, he sees before his eye 4S$ 

Immediatje death, nor fivm that death can fly. 
Then to th' asistants he die troth expos'd, 
Nor could the hag disprove the truA disclos'd. 
Thus on himself thai good pfaysicuui broogirt 
Such evil, as he oft fixr odievs wroc^^ 49# 

And now his spirit IbllowM, to pursue 
My brother^s spirit that before him fi^w ; 
While we, who faMbe with freezing horror heard 
The truth that by the leeefa's tale appeared, 
Seiz'd on that h^^ with fiercer rage indu'd, 495 

Than every howling savage of the wood ! 
And in a dungeoft shut, oondemn'd by fire 
For all her crimes in torCare to expire. 

Thus said Hermonides, and more had q»6ke, 
To tell how Gnm her prison waUs she broke, 500 

But, fiEunting With the anguish of his wound. 
He backward fell, half senaelesB on the ground ; 

Ver.409. Thui taid Hemrntideti-'] This itory of Oabiina and 
th« phyudan, ii to be found in the Golden Am of Apoleiai. 
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While two attending; 8quire% with ready oafe« 
Of branches lopt a rustic bier prepare : 
Here) as he will'd, Hermonides they laid» 905 

And thoa^ disabled, from the field eonTCjM. 
Zerbmo seeks f excuse his luckless deed* 
Much (rieVd by him to see the champion bleed ; 
Yety as required from those whoknif^rthood daim. 
He but defended her witb whom he came : 110 

Else had his pli|^ted faith been empty wind ; 
For when the crone was to hit ehaE^ eonsign'dy 
He ▼ow'd bia prowess should wilh aims cppoie» 
In her behalf whoe'er appeared her foes. 
In all beside, he stood by deed or word 515 

Prepared to aid, with counsel or with sword, 
A knight whose chance his generous heart deplored. 
The kni|^t retum'd— He wish'd him to beware. 
And rid his hands of fell Gabrina's care, 
£re her black arts had fram'd some guileful train 520 

To make his grief and late repentance vain. 

Gabrina silent stood, with downcast eye ; 

For truth eonfirm'd adnutB not a reply. 
Departing thence, Zerbino took his way 

Where with the hag his destin'd journey lay, 625 

^d eurs'd her oft, to think his arms had brought 

Suah ill on bun, whom for her sake he fought. 

And smce her impious life was brought to view. 

By one who well her hidden actions knew. 

His Iftitred kindled to so fierce a height, 530 

He tnm'd with horror from her loathsome sig^t. 

She, who beholds ZerUno's secret mind. 

Nor will in enmity remain behind, 

Vcr.5S4. Deponing themXf'^'\ Thepoettpeakino more of Hec- 
Vol. iif . O 
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Bates not an inch of maUee, but repaya 

His hatred -with her own a hundred ways: 5S5 

Black poison rankles in her impoos breast* 

In evexy feature ranooor stands oonfeBt 

Thus in firm oonoord, as the Muse has told. 

Through the tkuck wood their friendly course they hold : 

When from the west the setting rays appear, 540 

The noise of clashing arms and blows they hear ; 

The sign of battle nigl^-With eager speed 

To learn the cause Zerbino ^urs his steed. 

Nor seems more slow €rabrina to pursue — 

What chanc'dth' ensuing book reyeals to yiew. 545 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

ASTOLPHO anives at the enchanted palace of Atlantes, where* by 
the helj> of hit hom, he dusolves the enchantioenT, and sets all tbe 
prisooen at liberty. Rogero and Bradamant meet and know eadi 
other : Hiey depart together, and are addressed by a danud, ifiiio 
engages them to undertake the delivenuioe of a youth candemned 
to be put to death. In their way they are stopped at the castle of 
PinabeUo, where Romero jousts with four kn^hts, who wei'e sworn 
to defend a law which 3PinabdIo had made, to spoU all strangers 
who travelled that way. Bogero casts his enehanted aliieU into a 
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YE eoarteooi damsels ! to your lovers dear i 

Content in love one favoured youth to hear ! 

Though rarely, midst the female race, we find 

A ehosen few that hoast a constant mind ; 

Be not displeas'd, if following thus my tale, $ 

Against Gabrina late I dar'd to rail 

Ver. 1. Te cmtrteow danuels /— 3 Spenser seems to Inte imitated 
tiiis,«nd ihebegimiingorthexxviiithBookinlhefbllovingpanige) 
when he is aboat to treat of the wanton HdOenore : 

Redoahted knights and honourable dames^ 

To whom I tetel all my hibours end, 

Right sore I fear,lest with unworthy blames 

This odious argument my rhymes should shend. 

Or aught your goodly patience oflfend ; 

-Whiles of a knely huly I do write, 

Which mth her loose incontinence doth blend 

The shining glory of your sovereign Hgfat, 

And knighthood Ibul defined by a llidthkss kni«^t. 

Bookin.C.«t»St 1. 
02 
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In terms so hanh, and itill, ■ome future page. 

Prepare to scourge her more than Im^ons rage : 

Sooh as she was^ eren sueh must I reveal. 

Nor (so my patron bids) the trutii eoneeal : 1# 

Yet think not henee thdr houoors shall be lort» 

Whose purer hearts untainted 'fidth ean boast 

Who to the Jews his Lord betrajr'd for gain. 

Nor leaves on Peter, nor on John a stain ; 

Not Hypermnestra less in fame surriTes, 15 

Thou^ her dire sisters soug^ their husbundi' lives. 

For one on whose demerits here I dwell, 

(As wills the oflder of the tale I tell) 

A hundred shall adorn my better lays, 

Andy like the radiant son, <fiffhae their praise. 90 

Attend the vary'd story, wlueh to hear 

I trust that many lend a graeions ear. 

We left the Scottish knight, with loud alarms 
Of sodden tumult rousM, and clashing arms. 
Between two hills a narrow vale he found, 35 

Whence late before he heard the falchion's sound ; 
But now the noise was hush'd :— There pale he viewM 
▲ knight just slain, and weltering in his Uood. 
His nanjie I diall reveal— thot^ now to seek 
The eastern dime, no man of Fcanoelapeak : JD 

Ver« 15. Ntt H^fiermnutf^'^ HypcmnMtia was sqb cf lbs A& 
fj^anglMenof Danaa^wJbobdngcaBstniinedtoniaiTy thepr Idm- 
aien, the fifty was of .£gyitui,afl, but itjrperiiuieftrs «t the eon- 
nsadof their fiuher, slew thdrhushaadf on the weddii^ nig^t; tb« 
oraele having foretold to Danaus, that he ihoiild die by the hand of a 
MHMn-iaw : Imt Hypermnertra laved her husband UuvOf and ooor 
trived means for hk eieape. 

SeeODi<f«i^iM€Asr, 

Hypermnestia to linus. 

Vsr.fP* mttmmeiaaUreveiA^I &Be9ookz9ciii.yer.Sll. 
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The Paladin AiWIplio let «tt ftsd. 
Who to the west his ppeedy eoane desigfu'd : 
We saw him la8t« anudVit th' inhuman band 
Of warlike females, dear <he hostile land ; 
While his pale ^ends their ready eanvass spread, 55 

And from the shore disgrae'd and trembling fled. 
Now hear his tale-— the knight those reidms forsook. 
And to Armenia next his joomej took. 
Some days elapi^d, he hastened to sorrey 
Natolia, then to Brosiaheld his way ; 46 

Till coursing on beyond the midland tide. 
He entered Thraee ; by Danube's flowery rfde 
His rapid progress through Hungaria held : 
Then, as if wings Us eoorse^s speed impellM, 
He pass'd Moravia and Bohemia's land, AS 

And where the Rhine overflows Franeonia's strand. 
To Aquisgnoia, and to Arden's wood. 
He eame ; to Brabant next his way pursn'd ; 
At Flanders then embaiie'd, where friendly gales 
So filTd die freighted ressdi's flying saila^ SO 

Ere long Astolpho reached flnr England's shore, 
And gam'd the welcome port at noontide hoar. 
He press'd his steed, and, urging aH his haste. 
To London oame e'er eve her diadows cast ; 
There heard that many a month its coarse had run, 55 
Binoe aged Ofho lay in Paris' town : 
That many a baron, by example led. 
Had left the land his glorious steps to tread. 
He strait resolv'd to Gallia to resort, 
And tum'd again to Thames's crowded port. (0 

With hoisted sail he iasaes on <he tide. 
And bids Ifae crew their prow toCidais guide. 
A gale, that gently seems at first to sweep 
The vessel's deck, and scarcely eud the deep, 
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At lengtb, hj alow degree^ iacreaamg blov^ 65 

And now, beyond the pilot's wishes, grows 

So near a storm, as claim'd hisskilfVd eare. 

The conflict of the dashing waves to hear. 

High o'er the furrow'd sea,, before the wind. 

The bark is driven, and quits her course desiguM : 70 

Xow on the right, and now the left she rides ; 

As here, or there, malicioas FcHtune guides . 

Near Roan, at length, she anchor'd on the strand : 

AstolphO) when he touch'd the welcome land. 

On Rabieano's back the saddle plac'd ; 75 

His limbs the maU, hi9 side 0ie falchion grac'd ; 

He grasp'd his fearful horn, a surer aid 

Than marshall'd bands in guttering arms array'd. 

Now passing through a wood, he reach'd a hill 
Whose foot was moisten'd by a crystal rill ; 80 

What time the flocks to crop the mead forbear. 
And to the fold or inountain cave repair. 

With burning heat, with parching thirst distress'd. 
The helm unlac'd, whose weight hi? brows oppress'd. 
Amid the brakes his fiery steed he ty'd » ^^ 

Then to the stream, for cooling draughts, apply'd 
His bager lips ; but e'er his lips essay'd 
The moistening liquid, from^&e neighbouriog shade 
A rustic starting swift, his courser took. 
Leapt on his back, and tom'd him from the brooks 90 

Astolpho^ rounng at the noise, perceives 
Th' insulting outrage, and the fountain leaves. 
Resentment now the place of thirst supplies. 
And swift he followa as the caitiff flies. >^ 

The caitiff led him on in doubtful chase, 95 

Now check'd, and now impell'd his courser's pace. 
At length (pursuing one, and one pursu'd) 
They left the forest, and the palace view'd. 
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Where magie spells, without a prison, hold 

In lasting durance many a harotk bold. 100 

The mstie to the palace drives the steed, 
light as the wind, and like the irind in ^eed. 
Artolpho^ in his plated arms confin'd. 
With heavy shield encumbered, lags behind : 
TOl now arriving^ he beholds no more 16S 

The hind and courser he porsu'd before. 
He plies his feet within the palace wall. 
Explores in yam each galleiy, room, and hall : 
He knows not where the traitor has coneealM 
His Babicano, that in course ezeell'd 11(1 

The fleetest beast : at length his better thoi^t 
Suggests, that all by magic art was wrought 
He calls to mind the bo^ that to his hand 
8age Logistilla gave in India's land. 
Which erer near he kept wilh heedful care, 115 

A certain guide in every magic snare. 
There foil describ'd was all the costly pile. 
Each strange enchantment, and each secret guile ; 
What means the foul magidan's arts would quell, 
And frtfe his prisoners from the potent spelL ISO 

Beneath the threshold plac'd, a demon raised 
The various wonden that the sense amaz'd. 
The stone removed, where close the spirit lay. 
The palace walls would melt in smoke away. 
Thus said the book ; and eager to pursue 13:) 

The great adventure open'd to his view. 
The Paladin advanc'd, with fearless pace. 
To lift the ponderous marble from its bsse. 
Soon as Atlantes saw bis hands prepared 
To set at large the castle's fatal guard, ISO 

Ver. 100. — fartifv i/uronce— 3 The story of tbii palace it continifr 
44 ftom Book lii. where it is fully doscribed, ver. 54. and se«i. 
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FearM of what might chance, his resUess mind 

Against the champion other wiles design'd : 

By magic arty he gives the gentle knight 

A different shape to eadi beholder's sight : 

By this, a hind ; by this, a giant seen : ISS 

By that, a warrior of iU-ik\our'd mien ; 

While each in him th' illusive image view'd. 

For which he late Atlantes' steps pursu'd. 

Impatient to retrieve their honours stain'd. 
All turu'd on him--^ fierce determin'd band ! I4# , 

Kogero, Bradamant, Gradasso there, i 

Iroldo^ Brandimart in arnui, prepare. 
With brave Prasildo^ by the spell mided. 
To wreak their vengeance on AsUdpho's head : 
Bat, mindful of his horn, he soon depressed, 145 

With chilling terror, every haughty crest. i 

{n happy time the fear-dispensing breath 
Preserv'd the Paladin from instant death. 
Soon as his lips have toueh'd the narrow vent. 
And wide around the deatening clangor sent, 150 

like trembling 'doves, when through the breaking skies 
Resounds the gun, each knight affrighted flies : 
Not less th' enchiinter old* the noise receives ; 
Not less amaz'd the wondrous dome he leaves. 
To distance flies, heart struck with deep dismay, 1^5 

Till, dying off, the dreadful sounds decay ! 
The keeper* and his prisoners quit the walls ; 
And numerous steeds with these forsake their staUs, 
That, not by halters, nor by reins confinM, 
Through various paths their absent masters join'd. 160 



Yet. 153. Th* enchanter old^"] NofUung moie is heard of him tlQ 
the Kxnitb Qook, ver. 461. 
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WhOe thoB the knight liis fearful mode play'd, 
Kor eat, nor moose, within the dwelling sti^d | 
Bv'n Rahicaa had fled, but with his hand, 
AstolphOy as he pass'd, the tteed detun'd. 

And now th' intrepid dnke (the sorc'rer gone) M 

From off the threshold heaVd a weighty stone. 
An image' there he found, with many a speU 
Of hidden fiorce, that boots not here to tell. 
Eager to quell the eharm, with frequent stroke, 
Whate'er he found, the knight in pieces broke ; . 170 

For 80 the book (his Aire instructor) showed ; 
And all the palace vanishM in a cloud ! 
Held by a chain of beaten gold, he viewM 
Where good Rogero^s winged counter stood ; 
That winged courser which the wizard* Moor If 3 

Had sent to bear him to Alcina's shore. 
For which had Logistilla deign'd tO frame 
The reins and bit, with which to France he came ; 
And, borne from distant Ind, to England's strand^ 
Had hoTer'd <^er vast tracts of seas and land. 180 

I know not if your mem'iy stiO retains. 
How to the free that day the griffin's reins 
Rogero left, when, bright in naked charms, 
Albracca's prineesflrj- Tanish'd from his arms, 
And left him whelm'd in shame^-^with rapid ftpeed lt5 
Back to his lord retom'd the fidthful steed, 

Ver. ldl> — ^ Jhtrfvl musk play*df 

Nor calf nm- mmut^ trcr^ Such panagies as tiieie,lliat 
are certainly ]ndij6roiu.a]id fiumiliAr, and very difiiattiit fromlhe gen- 
ius of Epic writing, will not admit of any elevatiQii of language, and 
yet ought surely to be preserved, if a tnmslation mesas to sachUiitto 
an Xoglish reader the fbatorei of his author* 
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Wonderoas to see ! and stabled there remained. 
Till the sCrong spell no more its power retain'd. 

- No ehancd than this eoold yield aineerer joy 
To good Astolpho^ who resolv'd f employ 190 

Th' occasion given new regions to explore. 
Oceans and realms by him unseen before. 
He proVd how well the matchless steed coold bear 
The flying rider^ when throagh fields of air 
He late escap'd fttmi India's fatal lands, I95 

Freed by Melissa from her ciiiel hands. 
Who, with infernal arts, his limbs estranged 
From human form, and to a myrtle changed. 
He saw, how LogistiUa, to restrain 

The docile beast, had fiz'd the curbing rein ; aoo 

And mark'd the eoonael whieh the prudent dame 
Rogero gave, his furious eourae to tame. 
The ready saddle on the steed he brac'd, ' 

Then in his mouth the bit and reins he plac'd. 
As suited best ; for choice of bridles there 205 

He found, which many a steed was wont to wear. 
The thought of Rabicano yet detain'd 
The knight, and yet awhile his flight rettrain'd. 
Well had he eause to hold the courser dear ; 
None better in the list with rested spear 210 

Could run at tilt : with him at Gallia's land 
He travell'd safe from Egypt's burning sand. 

Debating long, Astolpho now decreed. 
With some well-ohosen friend t' entrust the steed. 
Rather than leave him an invalu'd prey, S15 

For hfan whom Fortune led to pass the way. 
His purpose fix'd, with looks intent he stood. 
To maik if hind or huntsman oross'd the wood. 
Who to some neighbouring town might lead behind 
Good RabiMUiOb to hii4ittt;e consigii'd. 3iM 
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All d«y he atay'd, he stoy'dtiU roieate mom 

Had made, in eastern aldea, her viah'd retoni. 

When, scarce the shadovs chas'd by misty Ugfat, 

He ssw, or aeem'd to see, a wand'ring kni^ 

Bot, ere I speak the rest, I first shall teli, S95 

What to the noble Brsdamant befiel. 

With brave Rogero;, when (fUspell'd their fear) 

No more the clangor of the hom they hear. 

The loyers sav, what, ne'er till then revteai'd, 
Atlantes long from eidier had eoneeal^d : S$0 

Such mists of- du^oaeas o'er their sight he drew. 
That neither, till that hour, the o&er knew. 
On Bradamant Bogero fisc'd his eyes ; 
9ke on Rogero gi^'d with like surprise. 
Now romid her waist his eager arms he thraws, Sd5 

Her blushes kiwHiiig lUce the maiden rose. 
While from her lips each balmy sweet he pnytres. 
The blossons of his first aospieioos lows ! 
A thousand times t^' enraptiir'd lorers meet 
In fond emjbsMe; a tbouMikd times repeat 240 

Their mutu^ i»ws, whAe soaree their breasts contain 
The joy that thnahs in erery glowing vein. 
Yet much fheji saorow'd* that by magic slig^t» -^ 

They liv'd ao long estsang'd from cither's aig^il^ (. 

And lost so miaqpdi^Bcf dear del^bL ^i&J 

While Bradsnafit.aiifilt fitiQur'd grace besloiii^y 
As tliedbHbs maidtoidMrtft affeolipn ow«^ 
She tells Bcfpspo^ wo^he hope to provft 
The last dear blessings of connubial love, 
iaaJpomh9rM»8}rAi»OQ(erethebm»ds . /eso 

Of aasred Bfmmym tiuair pligMedh«uda) 

Ver. 395. Bv$, ere I speak Oe restful The poet Jietoms to AmSi- 
jjlho, £ook zziii. ver. 06. 
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Must gain eooaent, sumI in the hallow'd wave 
With Christian rites his Pagan errors Uve. 

Rogero, ibr hi» dearest nustress* sake. 
Not only yields a Christian's name to take 2S5 

Whieh once his father and his uncle hcHre^ 
Which all his ancestors profess'd hefose : 
But vows, for her, in every chance to give 
The remnant years Heaven doomM him yet to five. 
Behold me sworn (he cries) at thy desire, S€0 

To plunge in water, or to plunge in fire. 

Then first to he baptiz'd, and next to wed, 
Rogero follow'd as the virgin led : 
Tow'rds Vallombrosa led the martial dame. 
That to an ancient abbey gave the name, 865 

Wealthy and fair, in hallow'd rituals blest, 
And courteous to receive the stranger guest. 

Now issuing from the wood a gentle maid 
They chanc'd to meet, whose looks her grief betray'd. 
Rogero prompt to feel for each distress^ iXtOt 

Bat chief those sorrows which the fiur oppress ; 
With pity tooch'd the tender mourner view'd, 
(Whose trickling tears her UoMny cheeks bedewed) 
And, greeting nuid, besought the cause to know. 
That o'er her features drew the clouds of woe» STS 

Beiqwke; when, lifting up her humid eyes^ 
To speak her grie^ she sweetly thus replies. 

Ah! ndUeknig^! thou soon shalt learn (she said) 
Why o'er my face these drc^ of anguish S|a«ad : 

Ver.S04. Ttw'rdi Fi^am»tot0^'} ThereHgimttoidercf TtHitt- 
broia had its beginiiii« from one Giovaiim Gnalbertiv a Mosflnte^ 
who^ forsaking tbeworU, led a solitary life in apart of the Ap^ 
nines oallsd YaU'oDiteoa (shady vaJe^ and built a d|Bsch there. 

Ftnuiru 
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I moom a youth, who^ ere the day is fast, 2t0 

Most in a neiif^boaring castle breathe his test. 

He lov'd the fidrest ot the female tnun. 

Whose sire, Marsilhis, holds the rale of Spam. 

Clotili'd in a female garb^ with soft disguise. 

His vdl4eqpB'd Toioe and downcast bashful eyes 2S5 

Bely'd his ae » ' their loves awhile eooeeal'd, 

At length ill chance to strangers' ears rereal'd : 

Each tells his fellow, till at lengdi they brmg 

(Tale foHowmg tale) the tidings to the kmg. 

Last night a guard from stem MarsUins came, 890 

To seixe in bed the lo««r and the dame : 

Thence were tiiey huiried by the king's command. 

And in the castle iraUs apsrt detain'd t 

And, ah! I fear ere this dsy's sad decline, 

The youth in torment must his life resign. 295 

And now, toshon the dreadfid sight I fly : 

Alive they sentence hkn by fire to die. 

Can ei'er my sool aipun snob sorrows know. 

That evety future bliss will change to woe. 

Oft as I call to mind the cruel flame 300 

That prey'd relentless on his beauteous frame ? 

While Bradamant attoads the mournful tale. 
She feels the sympathy of grief assail 
Her tender breast ; nor less she seem'd to feel, 
Tbnn if she trembled fer a brother^ weal 305 

Then, turmng to Rogi6re^ thns she eiy'd ; 
For this unhappy let our force be try'd. 
The damsel next she sooth'd^^Oompose thy grief^ 
Txtiat in our aims to bring onhop'd relief. 
Lead to yon' wall-'^and should he yet survive, 310 ' 

No earthly power shall him of life deprive. 

No less Rogero^ than the warlike maid, 
WHih ardour bums to give the wretched aid. 
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Tlieii to tiw dune, frtsn wliqM griBf-ewtdhoif wym 

A torrent streaau—Wlqrthii delay ^ (beoKltt) SIS 

Not tean avsU in this dMBfemitt itate. 

Conduct OS instant to the leeiie of iSite I 

And here I tow tofirae liimffQinihiafoes^ 

Though swords and speua^ hj thousaads isng^d, ft j I p as B : 

But henee— 4iar tbus in fimitless e o ny m ise Maf^ SJK> 

Till yonder flames shall mock our long deisf • 

Thus he : The preseoce of the warlike ]ildr. 
Whose mien and wodsHieir daimtlfss souli deelan^ 
Fair hope rekindles in the nrgin's kreaat. 
So late with sorrow and vitfa fear opppMt; diSH 

Yet, pondering now she stood i^oh path t» tread. 
Of two that tow'rds the destin'd ontie M. 
Should we (she ory'd) Hie randiest tnek pome, 
That open lies extended to the ^ew, 
I trust in time our saeeomr mi^t we give, 3S0 

Ere yet the pile the deadljr ftame reoetve ; 
But since compell'd to tekx the winding way 
Heavy and rough, I fear the dosing day 
T6 end our travel scarcely will aufliee ; 
And, ere we reach the place, tlie vieUm dies. U^ 

But wherefore must weshun (Rogevo oryM) 
The nearest path ?— And thustiie maid ffe|ly'd. 

Athwart our way a stately eastle atands. 
Which Pioabello, Pontier's earl, eemanaiids ; 
Who, scarce three days elapa'd, has faqn'ft a hnr 340 

That knights and damsels holds ki'isnni ftwe t 
He, worst of men, with every vice is stor'd,- 
^on of Anselmo, Altariva'sloDdf 
From whose ill-omen'd gate no knight nor dame 
Departs unstay'd, and 'scapes untonch'd witlMhame. 345 
ISach thence must fare on foot-: the wani o c Icatefc ■ 
His shining arms; the dame her vesture gives. 
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NobsraTerkaii^tlmrag^dltheKftlmsof Frmee, ' 

Nofw- hold, or nuorf a f eKr have held, tihe lanee. 

Than Ibiir, Aat nmk'd m PSnabeUo'q tndn, 350 

Have twom his hiwless eostom to mamtaiD. 

Hear vhenee h roae < md inaritti»etew nnjiut 

On ndUe nmda^ impote aaeh impioos tnut! 

In marriage band m Pfaiabelio joiu'd 

To one, the aeandal of the female kiad^ 355 

Whom bte, aa witfi her lord flhe ehane'd to ride, 

A champion met that hroof^ to Aame her pride. 

Behhid ^e ehampion, on his steed, was borne 

An i^ed erone^ whom widi lasnlting seom 

Th' mjurioQs carladdress'd : the stranger4EDight 560 

With Finabello m^d di' nneqnal ilght. 

Hun, strong in pride, but week in arms, he stmek 

Headlong to earth ; then from her palfrej took 

The hangbty fair one, left on foot, and dress'd 

The ancient beldame in her youthful vest. 865 

The dame dismounted (whom with raneoroos mind 

In every eril PiutbeUo joinM) 

Dedar^d no mght nor day eoftld rest affi»d» 

No future hoar behold her peaee restored. 

Unless a thousand dames and warriors foil'd, 370 

She riewM nnhors'd, of yest and arms despoil'd. 

It chanced that di^ to PinaboUo came 
Four noble knii^ti^ the first m martial fame i 
These kni|^its^ with whom but few in arms could vie» 
Betnm'd €rom realms beneath a distsnt sky : 375 

Toong Sanaonetto; Gnido, Savage nam'd ; 
Giyphon and Aqoilant, the brethren fam'd. 

Yet.SM,^heitmnger4aiig»t'] See Book n. vcr. t07. 
Ver.370. rflwy JtoMMMTt' HI See Book x^ver. 769. 
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Th^se Plnabello at Us §Rte reoevtes 

With sembUuiee fair, and eonrtedn* -wtAoauut gHPM. ' 

At night, when sleep has Hitt'd eftich senile %o p^ai^ StO 

He hiftds tiie firar, nor will tJhAh^lMmcb releate» 

Till all consenting, as bis iavs presesibe, 

A year and da j to dwell anndtt his tribe. 

Shall swear from knights their Meeds ittid anw to weat» 

And from the damsels tike tiidr steads and Test 3SS 

To this compelled, inth heftTf heaits they swore { 
And not a champion, to this fatid hioiir,' 
Has yet been foraid their vigour to anslaipy 
Who press'd not, at his length, the fewfiil pliio. 
Fall many a dbarapion there his fall reeeivesy 990 

And, stript nS arms, on foot tlie oastle leares. 
'Tis fix'd, that he who&n^ \ftth tingle fiiree. 
Shall p{|S8 the bridge, alone most nm the eonrse -z 
But should such lance against the stranger fiyl. 
The rest united must his strength assail. 995 

Reflect, if each can boast such nerve in fight. 
What three must prove, when three their spears unite. 
Bl suits it us, whose haste forbids oar stay. 
In such a strife to hazard new delay. 
For grant, that here your arms attain suceess, 400 

As sore your warlike looks proelakn no less. 
Yet much I fear, ere evening shades arise. 
The youth, for whom I weep, unaided dies. 

Rogero then— -"^is ours with ready zeal. 
What honour bids, undaunted to fulfil ; 4Q$- 

The rest let Heaven direet, or Fortune guide. 
What pow'rs soe'er in these events preside. 
To thee the sequel of the jousts may show 
How far our aid protection can bestow 
On him, who, (as thou say's!) in youthful prime, 41© 

Is doom'd to death for such a venial crime. 
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Thus he. No more reptyM the gentte mtiA, 
Bat through the nearest wstf the pair isouTey'd : 
Kot past three miles their journey they parsu'd, 
"When now the castle's bridge and gates they neVd» 415 
Where arms and Tests are left» where valu'd life 
Is put to hazard in the dangerous strife. 
The ready warder, on the ramparts plae'd. 
Twice rung the warning— nvhen, behold ! in haste. 
On a low steed an ancient sire appear'd^ 429 

And, as he came, his voice befbre was heard. 

Hold, strangfen, held ! (he thus began to say) 
Here stop, and here the fine exacted pay ! 
If yet you knew ooti— 4et me now reveal 
Our law-Hrndthen he sought their law to tell, 4A9 

And next f enfevse, with accents sage and grave^ 
That counsel, whidi to every knight he gave. 
Yon lady of her vest, my sons, bereave ; 
And you (he cryM) your arms and coursers leave : 
If or think, by dreadful perils heK endoc'd, 430 

'"With four such warriors safe to stand oppos'd. 
Arms, vests, and coursers we with ease obtain. 
Bat life, once lost, what prowess can regain ? 

Ver. 428. Ton lady ijf her vett^ my Mn»,bereave •* 

And you (he cry*d) your arnu andcourter* fetme.] 
Tbae land of laws occur perpetuallj in die old romances, and kv- 
eral aach are to be fuond in Spemer, particalarly one, whereby kidg^ 
and ladies pay toU lii dieir beards and hair. 

Ver. 432. ArnUfVesUf4indc9ureeri,&c,'''} Not unlike dieie lines 
in die speech of Achilles to the ambassadors in the IXdi XUad. 

Lost herds and treanres we by anas regaii^ 
And steeds unrivalled on the dusty plain, 
But ihim our lips the vital spirit fled, 
Returns no nwre to wake the riknt dead. 

Fepefret.sm* 
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Rogero eat him short— Foriiear to show, 
In fnutleas prelude, what prepared we know. 435 

No mare—I eome^ prove, if what my will 
ABphres to act, my actions can fidfiL 
Arms, steed, and vest, I ne'er to odiers jraeld 
For empty threatenings in an untry'd field ; 
And well I trust, for sounding woiils alone, 440 

My partner never will resign his own. 
But give me to behold them face to fiwse. 
Whose strength must purchase, to my foal disgrase. 
My arms and steedr-o'er yonder hill we haste. 
Nor longer here the predoas hours can waste, 445 

To whom the sire— liO ! issuing to the plain 
One warrior eomes-Hsor were his words in vain. 
High on the bridge appear'd the noUe kni^t, 
In crimson sureoat deck's with flowers of white. 
Now Bradamant Rogero su'd to trust 450 

With her the first fair honours of the joust, 
Frwn his high seat to huri the knight, who wore 
The mantled red, with flowers embroidei'd o^. 
In vain she su'd, Rogero this deny'd : 
Constrain'd to jrield, she silent stood beside 455 

To view the course, while on himself her knif^t 
Took all the hazards of the dubious flght. 
Rogero then enquir'd the warrioi^s name. 
Who foremost from the castle's portal came. 
'TIS Sansonetto (thus the aire reply'4) 460 

I know th' embrolder'd scarf with crimson d/d. 

Now Pinabello issu'd from the gate. 
And round their lord his thronging menials wut. 
All well prepar'd of arms and steeds to spoil 
The hapless knights that fell within the toil. 465 

Swift to the course each hardy champion press'd. 
And firmly held his ponderous spear in rest, 
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Hage, knotty, Ion& ia naliTe forestB bred, 

The tough ash ending in a steely head. 

Of theae full ten had Santonetto brought, 470 

From neighbouring wood»-<of these in lanoes wroogfat 

He fix'd on two ; in bniTe Rogero's hand 

The one he plao'd, and one hhnself retain'd. 

Now here, now there, impatient of delay. 
Each silent wheels his steed a different way ; 4,7^ 

Then turning swift, with levell'd spears, they meet. 
The field wide-shaking to their eoDrsers* feet. 
Against their shields unerring aim they took : 
Rogero's shield reoeiv'd, unhurt, the stroke : 
Atlantes' buckler, whose enchanted l%ht 4S0 

'With powerful splendor dos'd the gazer's sight. 
Which still, unless by dangers great assail'd, 
* The knight beneath a silken coyering veilM. 
Not so the adyerse shield, whose mortal mold 
Could not against the furiooB touney hold. 485 

As -#ith a thunder-bolt the spear impelPd, 
Reach'd the stunn'd arm that scarce the boekler held. 
And Sansonetto, with a grievous wound 
Forc'd from his seat, fell prostrate on the jpwmd. 
The first was he, of all the social train 490 

Compell'd this ruffian usage to maintain, 
That yet had failM a stranger to despoil. 
Or from his seat dismounted, prest the soil : 
Who laughs to-day, some future day may mourn. 
And find to frowns the smiles of Fortune torn. 4^5 

Again the warder rings th' alarm, and calb 
The remnant three to quit the castle-walh. 
Meantime it chanc'd, that PlnabeUo came 
To noble Bradamant, and sought the name 
Of him whose yalour thus in arm* exoelPd, 500 

Who thus the champion of his castle quelTd. 
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« 
Bternal Heaven to gjive his erimes the meed 
They well deserv'd, oondacts him od the steed 
Whieh, scarce eight months elaps'd, the vretch before 
From Bradamaot, by murderous treason, bore : 505 

When, if your mem'rj still the tale recall. 
In Merlin's tomb he let the virgin fiall ; 
MThat time the shattered pole receiv'd her ireight. 
And Heaven reserv'd her for a happier fate. 

The generous heroine with a nearer viev .516 

Her aoaner sav, and poon the traitor knew ; 
His veil-known voice reealPd, his every look 
Intent she mark'd, and to herself she spoke. 
Lo ! this is he, who once my death des^'d. 
Now hither brought his due reward to find. 515 

At once she threatens— to the sM'ord applies 
Her eager hand, and on the caitiff flies. 
Between his casUe and the recreant knight 
She euts off all retreat, nor ean his flight 
Avail to reach the gate ; as to his den S20 

The foOL retires beset by dogs and men. 
Defenceless, pale, befiMre the martial maid. 
He seeks, with coward cries, the woodland shade : 
With trembling heart he spurs his rapid steedt 
And hopes alone for safety from his speed. 5£5 

The Donkn dame pursues, with all the zeal 
Of jmt revenge, and whirls her fatal steel. 
Now at his side or bosom aims the wound : 
The tomtdt echoes^ and the woods resound. 

Bntat th^ easUe PinabeUo's crew, 5$0 

Nor heard his clamours, nor his danger knew : 
There every eye was fix'd, there every sense 
Rogero's oonfUet held in deep suspense. 

And now the three remaining champions cams 
From fivth the fort ; with these the vengeful dapie 535 
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Who finmM the base deviee, while every kni|^t 

Bltuh'd with a single foe to wage the fight ; 

And rather wish'd td die, in £une uastain'd* 

Than meet a conquest so ignobly gain'd. 

fiat she, who first th' unequal joust deaigu'd, 540 

T* enforce th' obsenrance, bade diem eall to mand 

How each had swom^ by every solemn tie. 

For her revenge their strength comfain'd to tiy. 

But if my single weapon can suffice, 

T* unhorse yon' warrior (Savage Guido ciies) S45 

Thus shall I joust ! — be mine the single strifet 

And if I failr— exact my forfeit life. « 

Gryphon and AqUilant alike demand 
To meet the stranger singly, hand to hand. 
To these th' imperious dame— Why thus delay 550 

In vain debate the bus'ness of the day i 
I brought you here yon champion's arms to taike, 
Not other compacts, other laws to make. 
Why urge not pleas like this, ere yet ye swore 
T* observe my will, when first withm my power ; 555 

Not when th' occasion calls you to maintain 
Your promise given, nor make that promise vain ? 

Thus they— Behold (Rogero eager cries) 
Te knights and dame !-— if still you seek the prize 
Of armour, steed, or vest, why this delay 560 

To seize with valour's arms the offer'd prey ^ 

The matron there impels each tardy knight. 
Here storms Rogero, and demands the fight. 
TBI fore'd at length, though fir^d with generous rage. 
All ruah at once the stranger to engage. ' 565 

First rode the brother-chiefs, whose lineal name . 
From the high Marquis of Burgundia came ; 
Then mounted on a steed of heavier pace. 
Behind them Goldo Savage held his place. 
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Rogero, wkh tli« tpelur to eombat drew, 570 

Th« spear that 3aiuonetto late overthrew : 

His valiant arm the &ted hnekler hore, 

Which in Pyrene's hills AtUintes wore ; 

Th' enchanted huekler, whose reaiseless light 

At greatoat need preserved the nohle knight : 575 

Yet only thrice the wondrous aid he try'd : 

And only thriee the shield its aid suppl/d : 

Twice, when the joys of shameful life he fled 

For seats, where virtue eyery hlessing shed ; 

The last, when in the hillowy main he left ^580 

The raging ore, of precious food hereft. 

Saye these alone m every chance beside, 

A veil was wont the dazzUng orb to hide ; 

At ease remov'd, whene'er the dangerous hour 

Required the help of more than mortal power. 585 

Well-fenced hy this, he nuh'd with warlike heat 

Against the three that came lus force to meet : 

Not mOTe he feared each warrior^s threatening spear. 

Than boldest hearts the weakest iofants fear. 

At Gxyphon now Rogero aim'd the thrust 5^0 

Above the buckler's vdrge, the furious joust 
Hia helm confess'd ; on either hand he reeFd, 
Till, falling from his steed, he press'd the field, 
.^^lainst Rogero's buckler Gryphon sent 
The spear, that erring from die knight's intent, 595 

Strack on th' impassive oii> with fruitless sound. 
And, hissmg, glanc'd across the polish'd round ; 
The vefl H rent, and fireed the magic rays : 
Advandng AquiUnt receiv'd the blaze ; 



Ver. sn^-thtjoy* ^tbmmtful life he fled 

F(»- teats, iB/ierevirtut,&c.2 See Book vii. and i. 
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On Goido Ssmge next, who came the laet, 600 

The iroDdrouB targe its beamy splendor east. 

AU fell— 4mt little yet Rogero knew. 

The finish'd joust, and swift his fidohicm drew ; 

Then wheel'd his steed, when on the groand he TieVd 

Ifis prostrate fi>es with little force sabdn'd ; 605 

KnightB, squires, and each that issuM to the plain. 

The nnmerooftfoot, and all the female train. 

Alike he saw, as if in battle dead, 

Prone on the field each warrior coarser spread : 

Till, castmg down a casual glance, he spy'd 610 -s 

From his left arm, dependent at his side, C 

The Teil that still was wont the light to hide. j 

Sudden he tuni'd, and soaght with anxioas care 

His bosom's best belor'd, the martial &ir. 

Her whom he left, where plac'd apart, she stood 61 > 

To mark the tilt begun ; but when he viewed 

The fair no more, he deem'd her course was bent 

To free the lover, and his &te prevent. 

Who;, while she stay'd t* attend the casde's strife. 

She feared in flames would lose his hapless life. 620 

Among the rest he sees the gentle maid. 

Their fidr conductress, deep in slumber laid : 

Her in his arms he rais'd, and plac'd before 

High on his steed, the pensive warrior bore : 625 

Her scarf he took, and wrapt with this, conceal'd •% 

The bockler^s blaze ; the blaze no mare reveal'd, ' C 

The virgin soon her heavy eyes unseal'd : j 

Rogero's features flush'd with rosy shame. 
His down^cast looks his secret thoughts proclaim ; 
He fears that all his former deeds are stain'd 630 

By such a conquest so ignobly gain'd. 
Where shall I torn f (he cries) How cleanse away 
The infiuny of this ill-omen'd day ? 

Vol, III, Q 
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The triumph here achiey'd each tongue shaU tdU^ 

Not due to Yalour, but to magic spell. 6S5 

Thus he : vitfa generous wrath his bosom i^oVd ; 
When, what he soo^^t spontaneous ehauee bestow'd. 
Far in a wood's surrounding gloom he found 
A ciystal well, that sunk beneath the ground: 
Hither, when sated herds their food forsake, 640 

Oppreas'd with heat they eame their thirst to slake. 
Rogero thenr— No more shall scorn hr blame. 
From thee, O shield ! arise to taint my name : 
No longer mine-— I here Mich arms forego^ 
Nor more to thee will shameful succour owe. M5 

Thus he; and swift alighting as he spoke. 
With generous wrath a craggy stone he took; 
To this the buckler, weU seeurM, he ty'd, -^ 

And to the well consign'd— lie there (he cry'd} C 

And with thee there my foul dishonour hide. 6503 

Deep was the well, and hig^the waters swell'd : 
Ponderous the stone, andponderous was the shield : 
At once it sunk, a bed the bottom gave. 
And sudden o'er it dos'd the limpid wave. 
Soon fame divulg'd the deed, with trumpet's sound, 655 
Through France, through Spain, thixHigh every regioii 

round ; 
From tongue to tongue it spread, and many a train 
Of noble knights aspired the prize to gain. 
In vain they sought the forest, where, conceal'd 
From human sight, remain'd the precious shield ; 660 

The dame who blaz'd the tale, refus'd to tell 
What secret wood contain'd the fiital welL 

When brave Rogero from the castle pass'd. 
Where, with such little strife, to earth he cast 

Ver. 663. TAen brme R^tro^ 6v.J He resumet the story t)f Rog' 
ero) BookiXT. ver. S8. 
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The fcoigfats of Finabello^s guard, and left 665 

The yaUant fimr of strengdi and tesae bereft ; 

The l%ht remofv'd, each eje QncMd appeared : 

Each ftmn the graand his limha astooish'd reared : 

All di^ they commun'd of the voadrons ahield. 

That ereiy sight in magic slamber seafd. 67U 

While andi diaeoorse they held, the news aniv'd 

Of Phiahello, bte of fife depriy'd : 

Of PinabeUo shun were tidings brought ; 

But jet unknown what hand the deed had wrought 

Deep in avalc^ wiA i^oomy woods eonfin'd 675 

The martial dame the recreant warrior join'd ; 
Where, in his pantfog breast and bleeding side, 
A hundred times the vengefol blpde she dy'd. 
And from her seat the hateful spirit oha^d. 
Whose impioos deeds had alt the land disgrac'd. 610 

Then with that «|eed» whidi late with guUeihl art 
The traitor took, she hastened to depart 
And join her knight, bat now explored in Tain 
Her former way, and ror'd o^er lull and plain 
With travel long, while Fortnne yet deny'd 685 

To lov'd Rogero's sight her coarse to guide. 

Bat he that hears my tale with grateful ear. 
Most to th' ensuing book the rest defer. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

BR AD AMANT, after the death of Pinabello to« ftmdf in « wood . 
■he u met !>y Astolpho, who, preparing to take his ffight cm the grif- 
flnhowe, entrusU her with the care ofhishorse Rahicano. Br»- 

dainant meets h& hrotheir Altt^do^ and goes with him to Itfcnnit AI- 
bano,from which pUice she sends Hippalca, her maid, on a ma- 
sage to Rogero^ with his hofseFrontiiioy which is aaerwwds t^ ^y^ 
ftomherhyRodomont. ZerUno, travelling with GabiiiM, finds Ok 
dead body of Pinabello : Heisaccuaed of the muxder^aad led to 
beputtodeath. The arriTal of Orlando aid Isabella. Meetii«of 
the two lovers. Mandricaido overtakes Orhmdo : their battle. 0» 
lando, parting awm Zertnno and IsabeJla, comes to the gwtto where 
AngeUca and Medopo used to meet. TTic mamier in whidi he dia- 
coversthe whde story of their tove ; which discovery ends in the 
total deprivation of his r 
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IF nuin to man his friendly tueoonr lend^ 

It rarelj proves but fair reward attends 

Bach generous deed ; at least we thus ensure 

Our future peace, and Heaven's regard secure. 

Who wrongs another, soon or late shall find 5 

The punishment for evil deeds assign'd. 

The proverb holds, that oft man's wandering train 

Each other meet ; but mountains fix'd remain. 

Behold the &te on Pinabello brought 

In due return for all the ill he wrought, 10 

While gi-acious God (who ne'er beholds unmov'd. 

With sufferings undeserv'd the guiltless prov'd) 

Vei'. 7. The proverb htAds, that oft nutrPt w andering tndn 
Each other meet ; but mounudnejla^d remett$u1 

From the ancient proverb, Mone eum mante nen miKetur, The 
neaiiing of this rather uncouth panage is, that though mountaimnev- 
ar meet, yet men, who are ever wandering from place to place, may 
unexpectedly meet with those to whom they have done a good or ill 
turn, and find their punishment or theiir rewaid. 
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The virgin sav'd ; and ever saves the just, 

Who, pressM with sorrows, plaee in him their trust 

When Pinahello deeni'd the nohle maid 15 

His wretched victim, iii the cavernM shade 
Alive eutomh'd, he little fear'd to view 
Her vengeful arms his niffian guile pursue ; 
Where nought availM his near paternal seat, 
T* avert the vengeance he was doom'd to meet. 90 

Midst savage mountains Altaripa stands, 
Fast by the confines of Pontieri's lands ; 
The hoary earl Anselmo's fair domain ; 
Of him was bom, of unpropitious strain. 
The wretch, whom now to 'scape from Glarmonf s sword. 
No friends assist, no powers relief afford. 96 

Beneath a hill the generous dame assails 
His worthless life, and soon her arm prevails 
Against a foe, that no defence prepares. 
But heartless cries and unavailing prayers. 90 

The traitor slain, who once her death design'd. 
She turn'd i^;ain her dearest knight to find. 
Whom late she left in strife unequal join'd. 
But envious Fortune through the dreary shade. 
By winding paths her wandering steed convey'd, 3S 

And to the woodland's deep recesses led. 
What time, at sun-set, eve her shadows spread. 
Unknowing where th' approacliing night to pass. 
She cheeks her reins, and on the verdant grass. 
Beneath the covering trees, her limbs she throwa^ 40 

To cheat the tedious hours with short repose ; 
Now watehes Venus, Saturn, Mars, or Jove, 
With every wandering star that shines above : 
But from her sleeping sense, or waking mind. 
Her dear Rogero never is disjom'd. iS 
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She sighs to think revenge her aoul could move 

Beyood the softer elaims of fidthful love. 

Insensate rage has severed me (she cries) 

From all I hold most dear— 'Unheedfaig eyes ! 

That when I first my treacherous fbe pursa'd, 50 

Mark'd not the tracks of this perplexing wood : 

Then had I known in safety to return, 

Kor here been lost, dejected and forlorn. 

In words like these she monms without relief; 

And now she broods in silence o^er her grief; 55 

WhUe winds of sighs, and floods of tears, that shake 

Her gentle breast, a eniel tempest make. 

At length the long-expected mom appears, 

When streaky light the grey horizon cheers. 

She takes her steed, that grazM beside the way, 60 

And, mounting, turns to meet the rinng day. 

Nor far she pass'd, when isnnig from the wood. 

She came to where the wizard's palace stood. 

Where once, with many a fraud, Aibmtes* powdr 

Had long detain'd her in his magic bower. 65 

Astolpho here she met, who lately gain'd 

The griffin-steed, and but his flight restrain'd 

For Rabicano's sake, till chance dioold give 

Some trusty friend, his courser to receive. 

The thoughtful Paladin his face displayed . 70 

Without his casque, when through the tokty shade . 

The valiant Bradamant her kinsman knew. 

And, greeting fair, impatient nearer drew ; 

Declared her name, her covering helm unlac'd, 

Beveal'd her features, and the knight embraced. 75 

Ver. 66, Astolpho—'] The Orifiln-bone came into the possession 
«f Astolpho to the xxiid Book, ver. 17^ where he destroys the enchant- 
ed dwelling of Atiantei. 
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To tXh&s «»,* who aoQ|^ some troAffirieiid 
To whom he might hb RaUean commendy 
No friend oould Fortone, at hk present need, 
like Bnidamant supply, to keep the steed 
Till his return : and, when his flight was o'er, 80 

Again in safety to his hand restore. 

Their greeting done— Too h»g I here detej 
Mj purposed voyage throoi^ a traddess way : 
( Astolpho ory'd)— <ben to the maid he told 
His flight designM, and hade his steed behold. 85 

She saw, but saw incurious what before 
Rer eyes had seen, when from th' enehanted tower 
Adantes' hand the flying eoaraer rdm'dy 
And with tlie maid a eombaft strange maintam'd. 
She calls to mind the day, on which she view'd 90 

The parting pinions, and his conrae pursu'd 
With sharpen'd sight, when, soaring to the sktea^ 
He bore Bogero from her kmgnigeyes. 

Astotpho lells, that toher friendly care. 
He Rabtcano gives, beyond compare 95 

First in the coorsei whose swiftness leaves behind 
The arrow parting on the wings of wind ; 
To her his ponderous arms he means to give^ 
And wills her at Albano these to leave 
Till hb return /since armour mi|^t be spared, 100 

Or aught of weight that could his flight retard. 
His sword and horn he still retam'd, though well 
His horn alone could every danger quell. 
To Bradamant he gave the ^den lance, IMyft' 
Which once the son of Galaphron to France jH^^ lOS 
From India brought, whose hidden power wafiach 
T' unhorse each champion with its magic touch. 

• Astolpho. 
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Astelpho now bestrode the vinged horse, * ^ 
And slovly-thnx^ the air impelled liis eourse^ 
Till Bndamanty who watxsh'd his upward flight, 1 10 

All in a moment lost him from her sight 
So from tiie port the goidmg pilot steers 
Who dangeroQS sands and rocky shallows fears ; 
But when he leares the rocks and sands behind, 
He shifts each sail, and sends before the wind^ 115 

The duke departing thus: the martial nudd,}- 
In deep suspense, awhUe in silence weigh'd 
The means to Mount Albano thence to bear 
Her kinsman's steed and implements of war. 
For now, with food deare, her bosom bum*d 130 

To see Rogero, in his absence moum'd. 
Whom (yet deny'd to meet) her anzioas mind 
At least in YaUombrosa hop'd to find. ^ 
While silent thus Ae stood in pensive mood. 
It chanc'd a peasant on the way she vieVd, 125 

And him she bade Astolpho's armour take, 
And place the weight on Rabieano's back. 
Then lead the courser which the burden bore, 
With that whidi Pinabello rode befiore. 
To YaUombrosa now she sought the way, 130 

But doubtful of the track, die feared to stn^ 
From where she wish'd } nor knew the peasant well 
The country round, and thus, as chance befel, 
A path she took, and through the forest wide 
At random stra^-'d, without a friend to guide. ■ 135 

At noontide hour they left the covert shade. 
And on a hill a castle near survey'd 
Of stately scite ;. the virgin at the view 
Believ'd in this she Mount Albano knew : 

Yer. 110. The duke departtng^'} He letunis to Astolpbo, Book 
r. 701. 
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And Mount Albano there the dame beheld, 140 

In whieh her mother and her brethren dweU'd» 

This when ahe found, a sudden dread oppress'd 

Her heart, that fluttered in her tender breast 

Her coming known, she fear'd the pressing train 

Of friends and kindred would her steps detain, 143 

Where she, a prej to love's consunuog fire, 

Might view no more the lord of her desire ; 

No more at Yallombrosa hope to meet 

Her dear Rogero^ and their tows complete. 

Awhile in doubt the maid her thoughts revoWd ; 1 50 
At length from Mount Albano she resolv'd 
T' avert her steps, and thenee her journey bend 
To where the Abbey's hallow'd spires ascend. 
But Fortune soon, in this pursuit, bereft 
Her breast of hope ; for, ere the vale she left, 155 

She on Alardo sudden chanc'd to Ught^ 
And soughtin vain t' elude her brothex^s sight. 



Ver. It6, —AUuxto-'} One of Bndaxnant*! borothen. 
writers give difi^rent accounts of the genealogy of the house of Ctar- 
BMHit. Take the fdlowing as most oonaonant to Ariotto. Of Guido 
of AntQiia,son of Buotd and Orlandina, daughter of the King of 
Langues, were bom Bernardo and Chiaramonte (ClarnumtO The 
Hut died young ^thout issue ; and his parents, out of regard to hi» 
memory, gave the name of Clarmont to their castle, and called their 
&mily by the same name. Bernardo had eight sons, six legitinMe, 
and two naturaL The legitunate were duke Amon of Dotdona; 
Bnovo of Agramont, or Agrismont ; Gerardo of Bossigniol ; lieone 
(Leo^ afterwards pope ; Otho king of Eugland, and Sfilo of Anglan- 
tes. Tlie natural sons were Anserigi, and Elfroi, by some called San- 
guino and Dado. Amon had, by his wife Beatrice, five sons, Guichar- 
do, BichardO) BinaUo, Alardo, and Bichardetto, and one daughter 
named Bradamant ; and, according to Axiosto, he had by Constantia 
eo* natural son, afterwards called Guido Savage. Buovo of Agris- 
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This youth had statkm'd many a warlike band -^ 

Of hone and foot, whioh, at the king's command, ( 

He lately rais'd from all the neighbouring land. 160 3 

Retnm'd, he ohanc'd his sister here to meet; 
With seeming joy the pair each other greet ; 
And now, in friendly converse, side by side 
Together join'd, to Mount Albano ride. 

Thus to her native seats the fab* retum'd, 105 

Where Beatrice had long her absence moum'd 
With fruitless tears, and sent» with anxioas pain. 
To seek her through the realms of France in vain. 
But what are all the joys she here may prove. 
Her mother^s fondness or her brethren's love, 170 

Compared to happiness so late possest^ 
When loVd Rogero olasp'd her to his breast ? 

Herself restrain'd, she purpos'd one should bear 
To Yallombrosa, with a faithful care. 
Her greeting kind, and tell him, how, detain'd, 175 

She with reluctance from his sight remain'd ; 
And urge (if need to urge him) for her sake 
The name of Christian knight baptiz'd to take ;. 
Then woo her friends his amorous suit f approve. 
And tye the knot of hymeneal love. 119 

By this her messenger, has generous steed 
She meant to send, which, £ua'd for strength and speedy 
Kogero priz'd ; for though the Pagan hmds^ 
And all the realms the Gallic lord command^ 

mean Imd two legitimate wns, Vivian aodMalagigi; and one natural 
son called AMiger, who entertains Rogero at the eastle of Agrismont 
in the xxvth Book. Miio of Anglantes was father to the oelebrated 
Orlando. Of Otho, king of EnglaiKi, was bom Aatolpho, the English 
doke. 

See Quadno deila Storia d* ogni Poeaia. 
Vol hi. R 
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With him do steed the eounei^s gloiy cUiim'd, ■ 185 

^ye Brig^oro and Bayardo &m'd. ' 

When good Rogero on the vinged horse. 
Was l^ome aloft, a strange and fearfol course, 
He left Frontino^ which the nufftial dame 
Reoeiv'd in trust (Frontino was his name,) 190 

And sent to Mount Albane^ where, at large, 
' Wanton he rovM, or fed beneath her charge 
In plenteous stalls ; or when he felt the rein. 
Was gently pac'd along the level plain : 
Thus, pampered high in ease, and nurs'd with care, 195 
His shining skin more dedc, more noble seem'd his air. 

And now she urg'd her virgins to divide 
The pleasing task : each virgin soon apply'd 
Her ready skill, and wrought, of golden thread, 
A costly net, which o^er a pall they spread 200 

Of finest silk, and on the courser plac'd. 
With trappings gay, and rich embroidery grae'd. 
A maid she chose, of long-experienc'id troth. 
Whose mother, Callitrephia, nurs'd her youth 
From infant years : to her she oft confessed - 205 

How &r Rogero all her soul possess'd ; 
Full ofthis beauty and his valour prais'd, 
And every grace above a moctal's rais'd. 

To her she spok^-^Whom sooner shall I trait 
Than thee, Hippalca dear, discreet and just ? 210 

In whom, like thee, of all my tram (she cry'd,) 
Can I the message of my heart confide ? 

Ver. 180. Saoe Brigluuloro and B^urtf*— ] 
.M».«M«iie Mtto il ngnor GaUo, 

Finbeldeftrierdiqaealtoyopia gagfiardo, 

Eeoetto Brigliadoro solo e Baiardo. 
The poet seems here to have forgotten Babican, AfbJpho*s horse. 
Ver. 187. ITAm g^td Ragen^ ^.] See Book iv. ver. 321. 
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Hippaica (sueh die fitithfal damtel's name) 

Was now dismiss'd ; and, by the love-aiok dame 

Instructed in her -way, receivM, at large, 215 

To huD (her bosom's lord) this tender eharge ; 

To say, that while in promise late she fail'd 

To reach the ahby's walls^ no change prevailM 

In what she wiih'd : but Fortune, that has stiil 

The soTereign rule of all, oppos'd her will. 2S0 

Thus she ; then bade the damsel mount her steed. 

And by the golden reins Frontino lead : 

Bat should she, in her travel, ehaiioe to find 

A wretch so senseless, or so base of mind. 

To seize the steed, she will'd her but to tell 2^ 

The courser's lord, his folly to repel : 

For every knight she deem'd (whate'er his fame) 

In arms must tremble at Bogero's name. 

Much more she said, and by her trusty maid 

To lov'd Rogero greetings kind convey'd ; 230 

Which treasured in her mind, without delay 

Hippalca bade farewell, and issu'^ on her way. 

For ten long miles the maid her journey hdd. 
Through beaten path, thick wood, or open field : 
One noon of day descendingfrom a height, 235 

As on a narrow pass she ehanc'd to lig^t 
Stony and rough, fierce Rodomont she view'd,^ 
Who arm'd, on foot a guiding dwarf pursu'd : 
On her the cruel Pagan cast his eye. 
And loud bhwphem'd th' eternal Hierarchy, 240 

To find a steed so stately and so fair 
Without his lord, beneath a damsel's care. 

Var. 33S. HifipalDa bade fareweU^} He returns to Bradamanf, 
Baokxxxi.ver.41. 

Ver. 233.— ten longmilu—'] In thexxvith Book iMi the tame occa- 
sion, Ariosco says thirty mile»-Hi little stip of Um memory. 
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Late hftd he sworn, his tarn the goodly hone. 

He first ahoaM meet, would seize 1^ tawlcss fbree : 

Lo ! this the first, tnd never eoold his need 245 

Attain the conquest of a nobler steed. 

But since to take him from a helpless maid 

Honour forbade, awhile in doabt he staj'd ; 

With eager looks he «tood, and, gazing crj'd, 

Why art thou here without thy warlike guide ? 250 

O! were he here (Hippalca swl,) thy mind 
Would soon forego the purpose it deagn'd : 
Who this bestrides, excels thy arms in fight. 
And through the world scarce breathes so brave a knight 
What chief (retum'd the Moor) thus treads the fiune 255 
Of others down ?— Rogero— -said the dame. 
Then he— The steed I mine can nobly make, 
Which firom Rogero fara'd in arms I take ; 
And should he seek his oourser to regain 
I here defy him to the listed plain. 2fi0 

The weapon's choioe be his — ^this prize I claim— 
War is my sport, and Rodomont my name ! 
Where'er I go, my steps he may pursue. 
My deeds shall ever point me forth to view : 
I shine by my own light, and mark my course 265 

WHh tracks more fiital than the thunder's finrce. 

Thus he ; and turning, as these words he sud. 
The golden bridle o'er Frontino's head. 
Leapt in the seat, and sudden left behind 
Hippalca, weeping with distressful mind. ' 270 

On Rodomont her threats and plaints she bends : 
He hears, regardlesi^ and the hill ascends; 
Led by the dwar^ n^ flushing on Ifis cheeks, 
He Doralis and Mandricardo seeks ; 
While the lad maid his flight ind%nant views^ 275 

And from afiir with railings vain pursues. 
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Some other time shall speak what these befel »— 

Here Turpin, from whose page the tale I tell. 

Tarns to the hmd, where hleeding on the plain 

Lies the foal traitor of Maganzfi slain. 9S0 

When Amon's daughter from the phice in haste 
Had tumM her steed, and through the forest pass'd ; 
Thither, hj different wajs arriving, came 
The good Zerhino, and her sex's shame.* 
He sees the bod j lifeless in the vale, SS5 

And tender thoughts his noble breast assail. 
There Pinabello lay ; and, dreneh'd in blood, 
Pour'd from such numerons woonds the crimson flobd. 
It seem'd a hundred foes, in cruel strife. 
Had join'd their swords to end his wretched life. 390 

The knight of Scotland was not slow to trace 
The track of horses' feet that mark'd the place, 
In hope to find where from pursuit had fled 
Th' unknown assassin of the warrior dead : 
Meantime he bade Gabrina to remain^ 295 

And there expect his quick return again. . 

Now near the scene of death Gabrina drew. 
Exploring all the corse with greedy riew ; 
For still to every other vice she join'd 
The deepest av'rice of a female mind : 300 

And, but ^e knew not to conceal her theft. 
Her hands rapacious had the knight bereft 

* Gabrina* 

Ver. 377. Same eiher time*kattspeah^2 ^ retmn^ to RodoBMal^ 
Book sdv. ver. 095. and toBippaka, Book xsri. ver. 401. 

Ver. SSI. Uhen Anton** dmtghier^l See the beginningof the prsf 
em Book, ver. 31. 

Ver. 284. T/ttgood Zerbino, and Iter «ex*« thantCk'^ See Book xxii. 
ver. 23. 
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Of eveiy spoil; die MarfernVralder^d o'er 

With gold, and all the glittering arms he wore. 

A belt of costly work aheiafelyplao'd 305 

Beneath her vest, conoeal'd around her want : 

*TwaB all she oouM ; and* while of this poasest. 

The beldame griev'd in heart to leave the rest 

Zeibino now retnmM, who, through the wood. 
With fruitless search had Brsdamant pursued ; SIO 

The day deoliniDg, swift his course address'd. 
With that dire hag, to find apbwe of rest 

Two miles remote thej to a castle eame 
(Fkm'd AltariTS was the castle's name,) 
And here they stay'd to pass th' approaehing night 81 5 
That quench'd the splendor of departii^ li|^t 
Here scarce arriy'd, on eveiy side they hew 
The voice of loud laments invade then: cJbr, 
And tears they see from every eye-hd &11, 
As if one common woe had s&z'd on all. 520 

Zerhino aak'd what canse their anguiah wrought ; 
And heard of tidings to Anselmo brought. 
How, 'twizt two mountains, in a shady dell, 
Ifis son, his Pinabellp, murdei^d fell. 
SSerhino^ doubtful of some evil nigh, SX 

Withdraws apart from every piying eye : 
He deem'd their soetows must his death bewail^ 
Whom late he saw lie bleeding in the vale. 

Soon came the bier with PinabeUo dead* 
While tordies round their solemn splendor ahed, 330 

To where the thickest ranks lamenting stand. 
Raise the shrill ciy, and wring the moomful hand ; 
Where every eye is fiU'd with gushing woe. 
And down the beard the trickling euirents flow. 
Above the rest, see, impotent in grie^ 335 

The wretched &ther mocks each vain relief; « 
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"While aU» as Mored eottom etdi mvxtea, 

PKpare, With pomp, 6ie last f onereal rites ; 

Such as of old were wont the dead to grace. 

But now forgot hy this degenerate race. 340 

The herald from the prince declares alood 
The sovereign wftl, and to the murmuring crowd 
Proclaims, that vast rewards the man shall gain 
Who tells the wretch by whom his son was silain. 
From toogoe to tongue the spreading tidings flew, 345 

From ear to ear, till all the city knew : 
At last they reaehM the ha& whose fury fell, 
Not bears or tigers of the woods excel ; 
"Who now Zerhino to destroy prepares ; 
Whether through hatred that the knight she bears ; 350 
Or that her impious soul aspired to show 
A human breast that mock'd at human woe ; 
Or whether greedy gain her purpose wrought ; 
The presence of th' afflicted earl she sought ; 
There first with plausive speech his ears amuaTd, 355 

And good Zerbino of the deed accus'd ; 
Then from her lap, to prove the story titie. 
The cosdy belt producM in open view. 
Which, seen, too weH the wretched parent knew. 

With tears, his hands upliftug to the skies, 360 

Thou diall not perish unreveng'd— -he cries ; 
Then Uds surround the house.-*— -WUh furious zeal 
The people^ ron^d, obey their ruler's will ; 
And while no danger near Zerbino knows, 
He finds himself a prisoner to his foes, 365 

Giv'n to Anselmo's rage, when sunk to rest 
Refreshing sleep his heavy eyes depress'd. 
Him in a darksome cell that night detain'd. 
They kept ki abaeUes ami with bolts restrain'd, 
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ConderaiiM to suffer for imputed guilt» 970 

In that sad yallej where the blood was spilt. 
Jf e further pro<^ there needs the fadt to try ; 
Then* lord has sentenc'd, and th' aeeus'd must die. 

When from her couch Aurora made return. 
With many-colour'd beams to pajnt the morn» 375 

The populace, as with one voice, demand 
The prisoner's life, and press on evei^ hand 
With horse and foot ; Zerbino thence they led 
To atone the blood another's hand had shed. 
On a low steed the knight of Scotland rides, 380 

His noble arms close pinion'd to his sides, 
And head cast down ; but God, who still defends 
The guiltless that for help on him depend?. 
Already watchful o'er the warrior's state, 
Prepiu:«s to snatch him from the hand of fate. 395 

Orlando thither comes, and comes to save 
The prince from shame and an untimely grave : 
Along the plain he view'd the swarming crew. 
That to his deajth the wretched phampion drew, 
Galego's daughter, Isabella fair, 390 

With him he brought, who from the watery war 
And bulging vessel sav'd, was doom'd, at land, 
Th' unhappy captive pf a lawless band ; 
She, whose lov'd forni Zerbino's hear^ possess'd. 
More dear than life ti^at warm'd his faithful breast. 395 

Orlando since he freed the gentle raaid^ 
Had watch'd beside her with a guardian's aid. 
When on the sulgeet plain her eyes she bent. 
She ask'd Orlando wl^Jf the concourse meant : 
'Tis mine to learn the cause, — ^the warrior said, 400 

Then left his charge, and down the mountain sped. 

Ver. 386. Oriando thkher cometf-'] See Book xili. 
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The throng he join'd ; when, from th' ignoble train, 

Zerhino soon he singled on the plain ; 

And by his ootward looks, at first, divio'd 

The diief a baron of no volgar kind. 409 

Approaching near, he ask'd his cause of shome. 

And whither led in bands, and whence he came. 

At this, his head the mourning champion reared. 
And, when the Paladin's demand he heard. 
With brief reply his piteous tale disclos'd, 41^ 

In tnith sincere, that soon the earl dispos'd. 
For his defence, to combat on his side. 
Who, guiltless of tlie charge, unjustly dy'd. 
Bat when he found that Altariva's lord 
The sentence pass'd, the noble sufferer's word 415 

Stood more confinn'd ; for in Anselmo's breast 
He deem'd that justice ne'er her seat possess'd. 
Between Maganza's house, and Clarmont, reignM 
A lineal hate, fi^om sire to son maintain'd. 
Then to the herd he tum'd with threat'ning cry : 420 

Ye caitiff bands ! release the knight, or die ! 
And who is he (said one to prove his zeal, 
In luckless hour) that thus with worfls would kill f 
WeU was his menace, were our feeble frame 
Of wax or straw, and his consuming flame. 425 

He said ; and ran against the knight of France ; 
And him Orlando met with rested lance. 

That glittering armour, which the knight before, 
The fierce Maganza from Zerbino tore. 
Now proudly worn, could not the death prevent, 430 

Which fiwm his spear Anglantes' warrior sent 
On his right cheek was driv'n the pointed ^ood. 
And though the teroper'd helm the i)oint withstood. 
The neck refos^d the furiocu stroke to bear ; 
The bone snaptahott, and life diseolv'd in air. 4d5 
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At (met> vlule jet the spear remaiu'd in rest, 
He pierc'd another throagh the panting breast ; 
There left the lanoe, and I>urindana drew, 
J^nd midst the thickest press resistless flew. 
Of this, the sl^uU in equal parts he deaves ; 440 

That, of his head at one fierce stroke bereaves : 
6ome in the neck he thrust — a momentV space 
Beholds a hundred dead, or held in ehace. 
A third are slain, or fly with fear oppress'd ; 
His thnndering falchion knows nor pause nor i*e8t. 445 

This quits his helmet ; that his cumbrous shield ; 
And cast their useless weapons on the field. 
Some leap the fosse, some scouir the broad-way side ; 
In forests some, and some in caverns hide : 
That day Orlando gave his wrath the rein, 450 

And wili'd that none should there alive remain : 
As Turpin writes, from whom the truth Ttell, 
Full fourscore breathless by his weapon fell. 

The throng dispersed, he to Zerbino press'd. 
Whose anxious heart yet trembled in his breast : 455 

What words can speak Zerbino's alter'd cheer. 
Soon as he saw his-brave deliverer near ? 
Low had he fall'n, and prostrate on the ground 
Adored the kn^t, from whom such aid he found ; 
But to the steed his feet with cords were bound. 460 
Orlando now his limbs from shackles freed. 
And helpM him to resume his warlike weed. 
Which late the captain of Maganza's train ^ 

Had worn in battle, but had worn in vain. 

Meanwhile, Zerbino Isabella view'd, 46^5 

Who on the neighbouring height attentive stood. 
Till peace succeeding now to waifs alarms, 
3he loft the hill, and bright in blooming charm*, 
Approaeh'd the field, where, when she neprer dreWf 
}n her his best^belQv'd Zerhioo knew : 4^ 
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Her» whom from lying fiune he moumM at loit 

In roaring hillows on the roeky coast. 

As -with a bolt of ice, his heart became 

All freexing cold ; a trembling seiz'd his frame : 

Bat soon a feverish heat, succeeding, spread 475 

Through every part, and dy'd his cheeks with red. 

liove bode him rash, and clasp her to his breast : 

But reverence for Anglantes' lord repre«'d 

His eager wish — and, ah! top sure he thought 

Her virgin grace the stranger^s soul had caught 4S0 

From tonrows thus to deeper sorrows east. 

He finds how soon his mighty joys are past : 

And better could he bear to lose her charms 

By death, than see her in another's arms : 

But most to find her in his power he griev'd, 485 

Whose sword so late his threaten'd life repriev'd : 

No other knight (howe'er in battle prov'd) 

Had pass'd unquestion'd with the maid he lov'd. 

But what the earl had wrought that glorious day^ 

Impell'd hiln every grateful meed to pay, 490 

And at the champion's feet his head subjected ky. 

Thus journeying on, the knights and prmoely maid. 
At length dismounting^ near a fiwntain stay'd : 
The wearied earl releas'd his laden blows. 
And bade Zerbino there his helm unclose. 495 

Soon as the fidr her lovei's face espies, 
From her soft cheek the rosy colour flies. 
Then swift retoms— so looks the humid flower 
When Sol's bright beams succeed the drizzling shower : 
Careless of aug^t, she runs with eager pace, 500 

And daSps Zerbino with a dear embrace ; 

Ter. «00.— «r/ie runt wUhei^er pace, &c.2 It may at first appear 
egdnovdinary, that this dboovcry ihouldnot bavehsppttcd befors 
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There, while in silence to his neck she giXMri^ 

Tear fdlowiiig tear, his fi^e and breast o'erflows. 

Orlando, by their side, attentiTe stands, 

Then* meeting marks, nor other proof demands 505 

That this unknown, wh» late his succonr proVd, 

Was prince Zerbino hy the dame bdoVd. 

Soon as the £ur-<me rais'd her i^ice to speak^ 
(The drops yet hangmg on her tender cheek) 
Her grateful lips no other could proclaim 510 

Than the full praises of Oriando's name, 
riis valorous succoijyr for her sake bestowed. 
And every courtesy the wairior show'd. 
Zerbino, who so lov'd the princely maid. 
Her good with his in equal scales he weigh'd : 515 

Low at his knee the generous earl ador'd. 
Who in one day had twice his life restored. 

Thus they : when sudden from the neighbouring brake 
They heard, wkh rustling sound, the bnmekea shake ; 
Each to hia naked head lua helm apply'd : 5^ 

£ach seiz'd the reins ; bat ere.be oooid bestride 
His foaming courser, from the woodland canie^ 
Before their sight, a champion and a dame. 
The knight was Mandricardo^ who pursa'd 
Orlando's track, till li)OFatis he vieVd i 525 

But when the wwrior firom her numerous baad 
Had won the damsel with his oooquerii^ hand^ 
The zeal grew slack that iirg'd him to obtain 
Revenge on hua, who on the bloody plain 
Had Manilardo qudl'd, and young Alzirdo slain. 

as, by tbepoet*^ words, Zerbino may be guppoied to have deelaxedUs 
name to Orlando when the Paladin first accosted him; but, it most be 
observed, in defence of Atiatbo, that Isabelbi was not then praent, 
being left by Orlando on die hiU during the battle, 
Var. 833.^ chan^pimi and a dame—] See fibok ^v. ver. 490* 
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He knew not ^ret the nUe chief, whoee might / ^ 931 

Had rais'd his envy, vai Anglantet' knight ; ' 

Though him his deeds and fiur report proeiaiin 

A wandering champton of no eommon fitme. 

Him, (while heaide onmaikM Zerbino stood) §95 

From head to foot fierce Blandricardo ▼iev'd; 

And, finding evety sign deacrib'd agree, 

Lo ! thoa the man (he cry'd) I wish to see. 

Ten days my anxious search, from plain to plaJB, 

Has tracM thy course, bat trac'd till now in vain : 940 

So have thy deeds, in all our eamp eonfest^ 

With rival envy flr'd my swelling breast. 

For hundreds sent by thee to Pluto's strand. 

Where scarcely one escap'd thy dreadful hand. 

To tell the numbers which thy weapon slew 545 

Of Tremizen and Norway's valiant crew. 

I was not slow to follow, witii thy sight 

To feast my eyesi, and prove thy force in fight. 

Full well inform'd I know thy sable dress ! 

Thy vest and armour him I seek confess. 590 

But were not such external marks reveaFd, 

And didst thou with a thousand luik conceaf d. 

Thy bold demeanoor must too sorely tell 

That thou art he in batUe prov'd so well. 

Thee too, no less, (Orlando thus reply'd) 555 

All must pronounce a knight of valour try'd ; 
For thou|^ts so noble never shall we find 
The tenants of a base degenerate nund. 
If me thou com'st to view—indulge thy wH^ 
Unloose my helmet, and behold thy fill! 590 

But having viewed me well, proceed to prove, 
(What most thy generous envy seem'd to move) 
How much in arms my prowess may comparo 
With that demaanour thou hast held so ftir. 

Vol lie. S 
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Tii there I fix my wish (the Ptgan ory'd,) 565 

My first demand is fully satisfy'd. 

Meanwhile die earl from h^ad to foo^ explored 
The Tartar roond, but Tiew'd nor axe nor sword ; 
Then ask'd what weapon must the fight maintain^ 
Should his first onset with the lance be vain . 570t 

Heed not my want — (he said) this nngle spear 
Has often taught my bravest foes to fear : 
A solemn oath I took no sword to wear, 
<*Till Durindana from tlie earl I bear : 
Him through the world I seek— for such my vow, 573 

When first I plac'd this helmet o'er my brow : 
Which, with these arms, I conquer'd all of yore. 
By Hector worn a thousand years before. 
This sword alone was wanting to the rest. 
How stol'n, I know not ; but of this possest 580 

'Titi said the Pahdin subdues his foes, 
And hence his courage more undaunted grows i 
Bat let me once his arm in combat join, 
Wm ill-got spoils he quickly shall resign : 
Yet more — my bosom glows with fierce deaire 585 

To avenge the death of Agrioan, my sire, 
Whom base Orlando slew in treacherous strife. 
Nor could he else have reach'd his noble life. 

The earl, no longer ^Lent, stem replies : 
Thou ly'st, and each that dares affirm it, lies. 590 

Chance gives thee what thou seek'st— -Orlando view 
In me, who Agriean with honour slew. 
Behold the sword thou long hast widi'd to gauv 
And, iftfaouseek'st, with glory may'st obtain. 
Though justly mine, yet will I now contend 595 

With thee my claim, and to a tree suspend 
The valu'd prize, which rightly thou shalt take. 
If me thy force can slay, <»- prisoner make. 



d by Google 



B. XXnt ORLANDO FUBIOSO. 195 

He said ; and instant from his side unbrac'd, 
And Duriridana on a sapling plac'd. 600 

Already now they part to half the spaee, 
Sent from the bow a whizzing shaft can traee : 
Already each on each impels his steed, , 

And gives the reins at freedom to his speed. : 
Already each directs his spear ar^ht, 605 

Where the clos'd helmet but admits the light 
The ash seems brittle ice, and to the sky 
With sudden crash a thousand splinters fly. 
The staves break short— yet neither knight would yield 
One foot, one inch*— then wheeling round the field 610 

Again they meet, and with the vant-plate rear, 
Fu*m in each grasp, the truncheon of the spear 
That yet remain'd-^diese chiefs that once engag'd 
With sword or lance, like nistics now engag'd, 
(Whose blows dispute the stream or meadow's right) 615 
With shattered staves pursu'd a cruel fight. 
Four times they struck, the fourth the truncheon broke 
Close to the wrist, nor bore another stroke : 
While either knight, as mutual fury reign'd. 
Alone with gauntlet arm'd the strife maintained; 620 

Where'er they grapple, plate and steely scale 
They rend asunder, and disjoint the mail : 
Not ponderous hammers fall with weightier blows, 
N'or dasps of iron stronger can enclose 
With griping hold^-*-What now remains to save 535 

The Pagan's honour who the challenge gave i* 
Or what in such airuhless fight avail'd. 
Where m(n'e th' assailant suffered than th' assail'd ? 
Each nerve exertiog, witli Orlando clos'd 
The Pagan warrior, breast to breast oppos'd, 630 

In hope with him the like success to prove, 
As with Antsus once, the son of Jove. 

V«r. C>l\»'-the vant-platt"'] The part by jvhich the »pear was held. 
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Willi both lui«niit he gn^ the mightjlbey 
. Tugs with full foree, and drawi him to and fro r 
He foamfl^ he ravea^-he acareely can contain 635 

Bis rising rage, nor heeds his courser^s rein. 
Collected in hlma^ Orlando tries 
Whate'er advantage strength or skill supplies. 
His hand he to the Pagan's steed extends, 
And from his head hj chance the hridle rends. 640 

The Saracen with every art essays, 
In vain, his rival from the seat to raise : 
Bul^ firm, with pressing knees, the earl preserves 
His saddle still, nor here nor there he swerves ; 
Till, yielding to the Pagan's furious force, (45 

The girth hreaks short, and sudden from his horse 
Orlando falls to earth ; but still his feet 
The stirrupB keep, and still, as in the seat. 
His thighs are strain'd, while with a clanking sound. 
His armour rattled as he toach'd the ground. €50 

The adverse courser, finon^ the hridle freed. 
Across the champion bends with rapid speed 
His devious way : when thus the fau> espy'd 
Her lover borne from her unguarded side ; 
Without his presence fearful to remain, 655 

Bis flight to trace she turns her palfrey's rein. 

The haughty Pagan, as his courser files. 
Now soothes, now strikes, and now with angry cries 
He threats the beast, as if with sense indu'd. 
Who, mindless of his lord, his way pursu'd 660 

Three miles he bore, and still had borne the knigh^ 
But that a crossing ditch oppos'd their flight : 
There fell both man and horse ; the Pagan struck 
Against the ground, but from the dangerous shock 
Escap'd unhurt; and here concludes his speed : 665 

But how unbridled shall he guide the steed ? 
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Him by the ralRed mane, in furious mood, 

The Tartar sei2'd, and now debating stood 

What course to take.— To whom the damsel ery*d, 

Lo ! from my palfrey be your need snpply'd ; 670 

Bridled or loose, mine, patient of command. 

Obeys the voice^ and answers to the hand. 

The Pagan deemM it ill a knight became 
T' accept the proffer of a courteous dame. 
But Fortune, wont her kindly aid to give, ^75 

Found better means that might his wants relieve. 
And foul Gabrina to the place convey'd. 
Who, since her guile Zerbino had betray'd, 
Shunn'd eveiy stranger, like the wolf that flics 
ThjB hunters' voice, and dogs' pursuing cries. 680 

This beldame now the youthful vestments wore. 
Which Pinabello^s dame had worn before ; 
She press'd the saddle (late her gorgeous seat) 
And unawares the Tartar chanc'd to meet. 
King Stordilano's daughter,* and her knight, 68a 

Beheld with laughter such an uncouth sight j 
The dress ill-sujting her unseemly shape. 
And withet^d features like a grandam ape ! 
From her, his coursei's bridle to supply. 
He takes the reins, then, with a shouting cry, 690 

Her palfrey drives, that to the forest bears 
The trembling crone expiring with her fears. 
Through rough or even paths, o'er hills and dales. 
By hanging cliffs, deep streams, or gloomy vales. 

But let us to pursue her tale forbear, 695 

When brave Orlando better claims our care : 
His saddle how repaired, and every need 
Suppl/d, he mounted on his warlike steed : 
*DonUi8. 

Ver. 695. But let la tipurtue^ o-c] Gabrina is again introduoetl, 
Qookizir.ver.S54. 

T« 
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Awhfle ke stay'd, in hopes, ere long, to view -^ 

His foe retarn, the comhst to renew ; 700 C 

At length resolT'd the Tartar to pursue. 5 

Tet, ere he vent, as one whose deeds express'd 

The soft eifuaions of a courteous hreast. 

With gentle speech, fair smiles, and open look* 

He friendly leave of hoth the lovers took. 705 

Zerbino mourn'd to quit the generous chief; 
And Isabella wept with tender grief: 
The noble eari their earnest suit refus'd 
To share his fortune, and to each excus'd 
What honour must deny ; for greater shame^ 710 

He urg'd, eould never stain a warrior's name. 
Than, Iq the day of glorious strife, to make 
A friend his danger, and his tdls partake. 
He then besought them, if the Pagan knight 
(£re him he met) should chance on them to lights 715 
To tell him that Orlando meant to wait 
Three 'days at hand to end the stem debate. 
So late begun ; and thence direct his course 
To where Biaperial Charles eneamp'd his force^ 
Beneath the numerous banners rang'd, and wher^ 790 
The Tartar prince to seek him might repair. 

This done: as each his separate fmlune guides, 
Zerbino here, and there OrUndo rides : 
But ere the valiant eari the pbioe forsook, % 

His trusty falchion from the tree he took. 79S 

' The winding course the Pagan's steed pOFSuM 
Through the thick covert of th' entangled wood, 
Perplex'd Oriando^ who, with fruitless p^ 
Two days had followed, nor his sight could gain ; 
Then reach'd a stream that through a meadow led^ 730 
Whose vivid turf an emerald carpet spread, 

Ver. 723. ZerHiM hart, and there Orlando ridu,'] Zerbino and Is- 
abella appear again, Book zziv. ver. lOS. 
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S{»ang^ with flowers of many a dazzling hue^ 

Where nuxneitms trees in beauteous order grew. 

Whose shadowy braoehes gave a kind retreat 

To flocks, and naked swains from mid-day heat 735 

With ponderoos cuirass, shield, and helm, opprest, 

Orlando soon the welcome gjsles confess'd ; 

And entering here to seek a short repose. 

In eyil chance a dreadful seat he chose ; 

A seat, where eTery hope must fade away 740 

On that unhappy, Uiat detested day. 

There, easting round a casual glance, he view'd 
Pull many a tree, that trembling o'er the flood, 
Insmb'd with words, in which, as near he drew. 
The hand of his Angelica he knew. 745 

This place was one, of many a meed and bower. 
For which Medoro^ at the sultiy hour. 
Oft left the shepherd's cot, by love inspired. 
And with Cathay's unrivall'd queen retir'd. 
Angelica and her Medoro twin'd, 750 

In amorous posies on the sylvan rind. 
He sees^ while every letter proves a dart. 
Which love mfixes in his bleeding heart 
Fain would he, by a thousand ways deceive 
His cruel thoughts, fain would he not believe 755 

What yet he must— ^en hopes some other fair 
The name of his Angelica may bear. 
But, ah ! (he eiy'd) too surely can I tell 
These characters oft seen and known so well-* I 

Tet should this fictipn but conc^ her love, 760 

Medorothen mi\y U^ Ofjiando prove. 

Thus, self^eceiv'd, forlorn Orlando strays ' 

Still £90* from truth, still wanders in the maze 
Of doubts and fears, while in his breast he tries J 

To feed that hope his better sense denies. 765 j 

Ver. 747^JMWwv, ctf the tultnj Awi^l See Book six. ver. 251. 

I 

Digitized by ^^OOgie 



!30() OtOANDO FUBIOSO. B. XXIff. 

So the poor bird, that from the fields of^ 
lights in the fraadftil gin or viMOUs snare. 
The more he flutters, and the subtle wiles 
Attempts to 'scape, the &ster makes the toils. 

Now eame Orlando where the pendent hit!, 770 

Curv'd in an arih, o'er-hung the limpid rill : 
Around the eayem's mouth were seen to twine 
The creeping 'vry and the cnriing vine. 
Oft here the happf pair were wont to waste 
The noontide heats, embracing and embraced ; 775 

And chiefly here, inscribM or car/d, their names 
Innumerous, witness'd to their growing flames. 
Alighting here, the warrior pensive stood. 
And at the grotto's rustic entrance viewM 
Words, by the hand of young Medoro wrought ; 780 

And fresh they seem'd, as when his amorous thought 
For bliss enjoy'd, his grateful thanks express'd. 
And first in tuneful verse his passion dressM. 
Such in his native tongue might sure excel. 
And thus, in ours transfus'd, the sense I tell. 785 

Hail ! lovely plants, clear streams, and meadows green ; 
And thou, dear cave, whose cool sequestered scene 
No sun molests ! where she, of royal strain, 
Angelica, by numbers woo'd in vain. 
Daughter of Galaphron, with heavenly charms 790 

Was oft enfolded in these happy arms ! 
O ! let me, poor Medoro, thus repay 
Such boundless rapture ; thus with every lay 
Of grateful praise the tender bosom move. 
Lords, knights, and dames, that know the sweets of love : 
EUich traveller, or hind of low degree, 796 

Whom choice or fortune leads the place to see ; 
Till all shall cry— Thou mn ! thOn moon attend ! 
This fountain, grotto, mead, and shade defend f 
Guard them ye choir of nymphs ! nor let the fwain 800 
W ith flocks or herds the sacred haunuprofidie ! 
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These verses, in A-nluMi -written, drew 
The knigiht's attentioo, who their idiom knew. 
To him full well was many a language known, 
Sut chiefij this, iamiliar to his own : t05 

Such knowledge sav'd him oft, in distant lands. 
From wrong and shame amid the Pagan hands. 
But, ah ! no more th' advantage shall he hoast. 
That in on6 fatal hour so dearly cost ! 
Three times he reads, as oft lie reads again tlO 

T^e cruel lines ; as oft he strives, in vain, 
To give each sense the lie, and fondly tries 
To disbelieve the witness of his eyes ; 
While at each woi'd he feels the jealous smart. 
And sudden coldness freezing at his heart 915 

Fi3L*d on the stone, in stiffening gaze, that prov'd 
His secret pangs^ he stood with looks unfaiov'd, 
A seeming statue ! while the godlike light 
Of reason nearly seem'd ecIipsM in night 
Confide in him, who by experience knows, 920 

This is the woe surpassing other woes ! 
From his sad brow the wonted cheer is fled, 
liow on his breast declines bis drooping head i 
Nor can he find (while grief each sense oi'erbears) 
Voice for his plaints, or moisture for his tears. 825 

Impatient sorrow seeks its M'ay to force. 
But with too eager haste retards the course. 
As when a f uU-brimm'd vase with ample waist 
And slender entrance form'd, is downwsfrd pUe'd« 
And stands reversed, the rushing waten pent, 830 

AH crowd at once to issue at the vent : 
The narrow vent the straggling tide restnuns. 
And scarcely drop by drc^ the bubbling liquor drains. 

He wishea--hope»— believes some foe might frame 
A &lsehood to defile l^fiir-one's name; 835 
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Or with dire malice, by the taiotiog breath 
Of jealoas rage, to work his certain death. 
Yet he, whqe'er the foe, his skill had prov'd 
In feigning well the characters belov'd. 

When now the sun had to his sister's reign 840 

Besign'd the skies, Orlando mounts again 
His Brigliadoro's back, and soon estnes 
The curling smoke from neighbouring hamlets rise. 
The herds are heard to low, the dogs to bay ; 
And to the village now his lonely way 845 

Orlando takes, there pale and languid leaves 
Hif Brigliadoro, where a youth receives 
The generous courser ; while, with ready haste. 
One from the champion has his mail unbrac'd : 
One takes his spars of gold ; and one from rust 850 

His armour scours and cleanses from the dust. 

Lo ! this the cot, where feeble with his wound, 
Medoro lay, where wondrous chance he found. 

No nourishment the warrior here desir*d. 
On grief he fed, nor other food required. S55 

He sought to rest, but ah ! the more he sought. 
New pangs were added to his troubled thought : 
Where'er he tum'd his sight, he still descry'd 
The hated words ihserib'd on every side. 
He would have spoke, but held his peace in fear 860 

To know the truth he dreaded most to hear. 

The gentle swain, who mark'd his secret grie^ 
With cheerful speech to give his pains relief. 
Told all th' adventure that the pair befel, 
Which oft befcHre his tongue was wont to tell 865 

To every guest that gave a willing ear. 
For many a.guest was pleas'd the tale to hear. 
He told, how to his oot the virgin brought 
Med«3X) wounded : how kh cure she wrought. 
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While in her botom, Lore's impoison'd dart 9^Q 

With deeper woand tninsfix'd her bleeding heart : 
Hence, mindless of her birth, a princeas bred "^ 

Bich India's heir, she deign'd, by passion led, > 

A friendless youth of low estate to wed. 3 

tn witness of his tale, the peasant shoVd 875 

The bracelet by Angelica bestow'd, 
Departing thence, her token of regard. 
His hospitable welcome to reward . 

This &tal proo^ liis well-known present, left 
Of every gleam of hope his soul bereft : 880 

liore, that had tortnr'd long his wretched thrall, 
With this concluding stroke determin'd all. 

At length from every view retir'd apart,"^ "^ -^ 
He gives full vent to his o'erlabour'd heart : 
l^orw from his eyes the streaming shower releas'd, 885 
Stuns his pale cheek, and wanders down his breast; 
Deeply he groans, and, staggering with his woes. 
On the lone bed his listless body throws. 
Bat rests no more than if in wilds forlorn, 
Sltretch'd on the naked rock or pointed thorn. 890 

While thus he lay, he sadden cail'd to mind, 
That on the couch, where then his limbs reclin'd. 
His faithless mistress, and her paramour. 
Had oft with love beguil'd the amorous hour : 
Stung with die thought, the hated down he flies : 895 

^ot swifter from the turf is seen to rise 
The swain, who, courting grateful sleep, perceives 
A serpent darting through the rustling leaves. 
£aoh object now is loathsome to his sight ; 
The bed — ^the cot— <he swain— he heeds no l^t 900 

To guide his steps, not Dian's silver ray, 
^or cheerful dawn, the harbinger of day. 
He takes his arraoui*, and his steed he takes. 
And through surrounding gloom impatient makes 
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His darkling way, there vents his woes atone, 905 

In fnany a dreadful plaint and dreaiy groan. 
Vnceaang still he weep% unceasing raooms ; 
Alike to him the nighty the day returns ; 
Cities and towns he shuns ; in woods he lies. 
His bed the earth, his canopy the skies. 910 

He wonders oft what foontain can supply ' 

His flood of grief; how sigh succeeds to agh. 
These are not tears (he ery'd) that ceaseless flow ; 
Far other signs are these that speak my woe. 
Before the fire my vital moisture flies, 915 

And now, exhaling, issues at my eyes : 
Lo ! tl^us it streams, and thus shall ever spend. 
Till with its course my life and sorrows end. 
These are not sighs that thus my torments show ; 
Sighs have a pause, but these no respite know. 930 

Love bums my heart ! these are the gales he makesi. 
As round the flame his fanniug wings he shakes. 
How canst thou, wondrous Love ! surround with fire. 
Yet, unconsum'd, preaer? e my heart entire ? 
I am not he, the man my looks proclaim, 9S5 

The man that lately bore Orkndo's name ; 
He, by his &ir one's eruel falsehood, dies ; 
And now, interred, her hapless victim lies. 
I am his spirit freed from mortal chains, 
Doom'd in this hell to rove with endless pains ; 9S0 

A wretched warning here on earth to prove 
For all henceforth who put their trust in love. 
yC Through the still night, the earl from shade to shade 
Thus lonely rov'd, and when the day disptey'd 

Vcr.9S3. How canst thou, tvondrotu Lvoe! 6ic.] It is modi to 
be regretted, that the poet has disgraced this passage with such pmr 



VcK.OSf. lmnfuehef^2 Imitated firom Catullus. 
Nob Cfo s^ tenuis vspukt umbra mea. 
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Its twilight gleam, obance to the fountain led 935 

Hia wandering coone, where first his &te he read 
la fond Medoro's strains— the sight awakes 
His torpid sense, eaeh {latient thought ftnakes 
His maddening breast, that rage and hatred brea^i^ 
And from his side he sw^ft the sword nnsheaths. 940 

He hews the rock, he makes the letters fly ; 
The shattered fragments mount into the sky : 
Hapless the cave, whose stones, the trees, whose rind 
Bear with Angelica Medoro join'd ; 

From that curs'd day no longer to receive, ^ / • 945- 

And flocks or swains with cooling shade relieve ; 
While tibat fair fountain, late so silvery pure, 
Remain'd as little from his arm secure : 
Together boughs and earthen clods he drew. 
Crags, stones, and trunks, and in the waters threw ; 9S0 
Deep to its bed, with ooze and mud he spoil'd 
The murmuring current, and its spring defil'd. 
His limbs now moisten'd with a briny tide. 
When strength no more his senseless wrath supply'd. 
Prone on the turf he sunk, unnerv'd and spent, 955 

All motionless, his looks on heaVn intent, 
Stretch'd without food or sleep ; while thrice the sun 
Had sta/d, and thrise his daily coarse had run* 
The fourth dire mom, with frantic rage possest. 
He rends the armour from lus back and breast : 960 

Here lies the helmet, there the bossy shield, 
Cuishes and cuirass further spread the field ; 
And all his other arms at random stroVd, 
In divers parts he scatters through the wood ; 
Then from his body strips the covering vest, 965 

And bares his sinewy limbs and haity chest ; 
And now begins such feats of boundless rage. 
As far and near th' astooish'd worid engage. 
Vol. m. T 
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His sword he left, else had his dreidlul hand 
With blood and horror fillM each wasted bind ^ 970 

But little, pole-ax, sword, or mace be needs 
T' assist his strength, that every strength exceeds. 
Fbrst his huge grasp a lofty pine up-tears 
Sheer by the roots, alike another fares 
Of equal growth ; as easy round him strow'd, 975 

As lowly weeds, or shrubs, or dwarfish wood. 
Vast oaks and elms before his fuiy fall ; 
The stately fir, tough ash, and cedar tall. 
Aa when a fowler fbr the field prepares 
His sylvan warfare ; ere he spreads his snares, 980 

From stubble, reeds, and furze, th' obstructed land 
Around he dears : no less Orlando's hand 
Levels the trees that long had towered above. 
For rolling years the glory of the grove ! 
The rustic swuns that mid the woodland shade 985 

Heard the loud crash, forsook their flocks that stray'd 
Without a shepherd, while their masters Qew 
To learn the tumult and the wonder view. 

Thus &r Fve reach'd, but further to extend 
The present story mig^t, perchance, offend s 990 

And rather would I here defer the rest. 
Than with a tedious tide your eai* molest 

Ver. 988 — the vfonder view,—'] This Book coneliides with one of 
the finest incidents in die poem, which gives name to the wiiole worict 
the madnesi of Oriando. The narrative begins at ver* 7S6« Few 
passi^iesyin any author, exeel the remaining part of the bode ; ani 
it is surely needless to point out to the reader of taste and d i sc en >- 
ment the pathos and fire of die poet, whether we coDtemplate his hero 
in the first dawn of his jealousy, or throng^ the gradual progrcM of 
this pasnon, in wluch, wfaUe he seems to fly Ihun conviction, he findi^ 
by a train of ooneunent circumstances, most artfully brought to* 
gether, the truth forced upon him, till at length he brealu out intoft 
frenzy, that dotes the book with wonderful sublimity 1 

£ND OF THE TWSimr-THIBn BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENTT. 

THE eitnTafUit f^ts cf Orlaxido in his niadnna. Zertnno aod 
Isabella are met by Aimonio and Cacebo» who bring Odorioo bouiMl, 
to receive from Zerbuw the punishment for his infidetity. Arri^'al 
of Gabrina, and the sentL'Uce passed on these two by Zerbino. Zer* 
luno fights with Miuidricardo in defence of Orlando's sword : issue 
of the combat. Meeting of Mandricardo and Kodomont: A dread- 
ful battle between them for Doralis, tiU,on the appearance of a 
messenger from the Pagan camp, and at the request of DoraliSf 
tliey agree to break off the combat, and go to the assistance of Ag> 
ramant. 
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WHOE'ER his feet on Cupid's snares shall set^ 

Must seek If escape, ere in th' entangling net 

His wings are caught ; for sage experience tells. 

In love's extreme, extreme of madnessdweilfu 

TEough each maj rage not ^SilEe wild excess 5 

Orlando rag'd, their frenzy aU express 

By different way»-*what more our folly siiows, 

llian while we others seek, onrselveSyto lose ? 

Various th' effects of this destroetive flame, 

The first dire cause of frenzy is the same t 10 

liGwe is a forest, where the loyer strays 

From path to path, hewilder'd in the maze ; 

And he who leads his liffe in amorous pain. 

Deserves to feel the gyres and shackling chain. 

Here some may cry — ^Brother, thy words have shown 15 

Another's fiuilts, foi*getfiil of thy own. 

Yes^n my intervals of seme I see 

My.hosom's conflict with the charge agree : 
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Yet hare I stri^'ii, and hope in time to cure 
The wounds I now from beauty's shafts endure. &f 

^/ I told, how from hb limbs Orlando drew 
Furious his arms, and o'er the forest threw 
The scattered harness ; how his vest he rent. 
And to the ground his fatal &lohion sent : 
How trees he rooted, while the woods around S5 

And caveru'd rocks re-echoed to die soand : 
Till rustic swains, to where the tumult spread. 
Their grievous sins, or cruel planets led. 
As nearer now the madman they beheld. 
Whose feats of atreogth all human strength ezcell'd ; 36 
They tum'd to fly ; but knew not where, nor whence. 
Such sudden fears distracted every sense. 
Swift he pursu'd, and one who vainly fled • 

He seiz'd, and from the shoulders rent the head. 

Ver. 34. He aeix% andjrom tM thouUkr* rent the head,"} Jhx^ 
the description of the extravagsuit and lodicroos feats pefformed l^ 
Oriaudo in his madness, which pass^ies of our author, Cervantes 
seems to ridicule, when he represents Don Quixote in the sable moun- 
tain, debating whether he shaH imitate the raelandioly firenzy of 
Amadis de Gaul, or the raore boistefous fury of Oriaodow 

** Havel not told yoa," said Don Quiiote, *< dnt I design to imi- 
tate Amadis,. acting here the dfesperado^ the senseless, and the mad- 
man : at the same time copyiog the valiant Don Orlando, when he 
found, by the side of a fountain, some indications that Angddca the 
Fair had dishonoured herself with Medoro ; at grief whereof he ran 
mad, tore up trees by theroots, disturbed the waiars of the crystd 
springs, slew the shepherds, destroyed flocks, fired eottages, demdfid^ 
ed houses, dragged mares on the growxl, and did an hundred dam- 
sand other extravagancies, worthy to be reeonied, and had in eteml 
remembrance. And supposing that I do not intend to imitate Roldtnt 
or Orlando, or Rotdando, (for he had all these three names) in evecy 
point, and in all the mad things he acted, said, and thought, I wifl 
make a sketch of them the best I can, in what T judge the most essen- 
tial. And,' perhaps, I may satisfy myself with only copying Amadiii 
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Easy, as from the 9tdk, or tender shoot, 35 

A peasant crops the flower, or piutikfi the fruit : 

The lifeless body by the legs he took;, - ^ 

And, as a club, against his fellows shook. 

Two stretch'd on earth in laHing; slumber lay. 

Perchance to rise not till the judf^meiil day. 40 

The rest vere soon disper^d on every side. 

So well advis'd their rapid feet they piy'd ; 

Nor had the madman Itnter'd to porsue. 

But on tlieir herds with headlong speed he flew. 

The laboui'iiig hinds the penl near sarvey'd, \5 

And left their ploiaghs, with all the rai^ tinde 

Of scythes and spades, while aeiz'd vith pale affright 

One climbs a roo^ and one the temple's heiglit, 

(Since elms and oaks avait not) tPembling there. 

They view the dreadful haxroc from afiir. $0 

Before liis fary steeds and oxen yield. 

And swift the coarser tiiat eseaipes the field. 

■ ' Now might ye hear in evRry \illage rise 

Tumultuous clamours, blending human eries 

With rustic horns and pipes ; while eeho'd round 55 

The pealing bells fixim neighbouring steeples sound. 

wbo, without playuig any mischievous pfudE^hy wwpingt and ten- 
dernesses, arrived «o as great a fknie as the best of them sU." 

Jarvu^* DoH Quunlef YoL I. B. ii. C. 11. 

Though modi of the satire in die aboye citation nuut be allowed 
tQbejust,andthoMghw>itof theac$u»»reMrd«d of Orlando in his 
iBiJSdnessmaybe^TeiiaptoaUtheaererityof criticisin, yet no part 
of thedescripdiouiu theforc|;oing book, notwithstanding aereral of 
the drcomstances are unfairly included in the ridicule of Cervantes, 
eau be cemurt-d by any discerning reader ; but let the whole j>f the 
passag^e be tri«:^(l by the standard of tmth and natore, and eorapared 
-with whatever Is exccUent of the land in andcnt or jnsdem poetry, 
gj^ sordj Ario&to will^ not lose by the can^parisan. 
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All seize nieh weapons as the time prondei, 
Bowsy sUngs, and staves ; and down the mountain's sides 
A thousand rush ; while from the dells helow. 
As many swarm against a sin^^e foe. 60 

As when the tide appears the shore to Uve, 
The southern wind impelling wave on wave, 
Searce earls the first, the second deeper swells. 
And this, the third with lismg Cone excels ; 
Till more and more the vietoivflood aseends, 05 

And o'er the sands his liquid aeourge extends. 
Th' increasing throngs Orlando thus assail. 
Poor down the hill, and isaoe finom the vale. 

Ten wretches first, then other ten he slew. 
That near his hand in wild disorder drew. 70 

None from his fitted skm could draw the hlood ; 
His skin unhurt each weapon's stroke withstood : 
To him such wondrous grace the King of Heaven 
To guard his faith and holy church had given. 
Gould aught of mortal risk Oriando's life, 76 

Great were his risk in this unequal strife : 
Then had he miss'd the mail he late unhrac'd. 
And miss'd the ffdchion which aside he cast. 

The crowds, that viewed each weapon aim'd in vain. 
With backward steps retreated from the plain . SO 

When mad Orlando^ who no further thought. 
The rustic dwellings of a hamlet sought : 
AU thence were fled $ yet there in plenteoos store 
He fiMind such food as suits the viUage poor. 
Of homely kind ;--4>ut prest with pinmg fiutt SS 

On roots or bread his eager hands he cast ; 
Greedy alike devoured whate'er he saw. 
Or savoury viands bak'd, or morsels raw : 
Then through the country round, with rapid paee^ 
To man and beast alike he gave the ohaoe : 90 
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Through the deep covert of the tangled tirood 

The nimhle goat or light4bot deer pursu'd. 

Oft on the hear and tusky hoar he fkrtr. 

And, with his single arm, in combat flew 4 

Then, with their flesh, his savage spctts of fight 95 

Insatiate gorg'd his ravenods appetite. 

Thus o'er the realm of France, from land to land. 

He ran, till on a day a bridge he gain'd. 

Where swift (enclos'd hi craggf banks and ateep) 

A river i)ours its cnrrent broad and deep, 100 

And built be«de a stately eaatle stands, 

That far around the subjeec fields cOBtiroands. 

What there enso'd some fatiire tfane shall tell ; 

Now turn to what Zerbfaio next befel. 

\\ \^ 
Orlando gone, awhile Zerbino stood, 105 

Then took the path the Paladin pursuM ; 

Scarce past a mile, slow riding,^^when he spy'd 

A recreant knight with hands behbd him ty'd, 

Flac'd on an humble steed, and for his guard. 

On either side a knight in arms prepared. 110 

Full soon Zerbiiio, as he nearer drew, 

Full soon the lovely Isabella knew 

False Odorico, trusted late to keep 

Her virgin chaiinsy like wolves to watch the sheep. 

Him had tlie prince preferred o'er every friend, 115 

From ill or shame his mistress to defend ; 

Nor could he think that faith, to him so prov'd. 

Would fail to her, whom more than life he lov'd. 

Then chanc'd fair Isabella to unfold 

Her past escapes ; and all the talc she told. 120 

Vcr*]04. JTow turn to vfhat Zerbino, &€,"] Orlando appears again* I 
Book xxix. vtr. S81. the hat we baud ot Zetboio wss when he partid { 
from Orlando, Book xxiii. ver. 7S3. 
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How, ere her vessel iHilg'd benealsh tHe wave, 

She sought the bark her sinking life to save : 

How Odorico had his fiikh betray'd ; 

And how the outlaws to their cave oonvey'd 

Her helpless yoQth,-*a&d sewroe these words she said, 125 

When, lo! she saw the traitor prisoner led. 

The two, who thither hroaght the faithless knigbt. 
On IsabelU east their wondering s^t. 

As one they oft had seen; with her they guess'd , 

TMr dearest lord, the partner of her breast, ISO 

Companion rode ; for well his blazon'd shield , 

The colours of his noble line revealM. | 

Approaching near, they saw wHh raptni'd eyes | 

His well-known fiMe ooniinn their first surmise. ' 

^wift from their steeds they leapt, with eager pace, 135 
And open arms, impatient to embrace 
Zerbino's knees : bareheaded now they stood 
Before his sight, and lowly reverent bow'd. 

Zerbino fix'd on each his earnest view. 
And soon Corebo and Almonio knew ; 14Q 

Those well-try'd friends, to whom he gave the care 
With Odorico to protect the fiur. 

Almonio then— Since Heaven has pleas'd once more 
To thee thy Isabella to restore. 

Why should I now, my mucb.lov'd lord, relate, 145 

What well thou know'st— -why in tWs captive sute 
Yon caitiff rides— -for she, the fiur bctray'd. 
Has long ere this his treacherous guilt display'd ; 
Has told, how, by his base and guileful art 
Deceived, the wretda induc'd me to depart : 150 

How brave Corebo, to defend her, stood. 
And deeply wounded, shed his generous blood. 

Ver. IfiU How brave Corebo, ^c] See Book ziiL ver. ^99, fro<. 
which part this narratire is continued by Almonio^ 
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Attend the aeqad— From tlte town in haste. 
With steeds and menials to the strand I iwps'd ; 
Still casting roond my eager eyes, to find 155 

The firiends and Tiigin whom I left behind. 
Foremost I spurred, and trarers'd all the shore. 
Searched every part their feet had trod befiorc : 
In vain — no s^ appeared on either hand. 
Bat some new marks of footsteps on the sand. ICO 

I foUow'd these, and these my course conveyed. 
Beneath the covert of the woodland shade : 
Led by die sound of arms, at length I found 
Unblest Corebo bleeding on the ground-* 
Where is our virgin-charge I left so late f 165 

Where Odorioo f say, what adverse late 
Has here redoc'd thee to this wretched state ? 
Thus I—and now the fatal truth reveal'd, 
I sought th' apostate wretch, the wretch conceal'd 
Deceived my search, and, all the day beguil'd* 17(^ 

Through wood and brake I wander'd in the wild ; 
At lengtti retnm'd to where a crimson tid« 
Fhuu pale Corebo's wounds the herbage dy'd ; 
Where (speedy help deUy'd) the gloomy grave, 
Alone eonld take what art refus'd to save ; 175 

Where friars and monks might funeral rites prepare. 
When vain the healing couch and leech's care. 

Then from the woodland to the town I hote 
The fidnting youth, his vigour to restore ; 
Where soon our host a sage physician found, ItO 

With sovereign plants to close each bleeding wound. 
Corebo cur^d, he took hb arms and horse ; 
To find the wretch we bent our eager course ; 
Him in Alphonso's regal court I met. 
And dar'd in open list, against him set 185 

My trusty lance : the king allow'd the fi^t 
With every legal fixm to prove the riglit 
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Mj cause ppevaU'd ; for Fortune, who at will 
Oft eonqueat gi^ea, dispensiog good or ill. 
So help'd mj arms, his strength avaU'd no more, 190 

And he remain'd a captive in my power. 
Th' oflTender^s crime reveal'd, the monarch gave 
To me his life, to ptmkh or to save. 
«Nor would I free, nor take his forfeit head, 
But thus to thee in captive chains have led, 195 

That thy decree might doom him to be slain. 
Or kept alive, reserved for further pain. 
Fame spoke thee joinM with Charles' imperial force. 
And hopes to find thee, hither urg'd our oonrse. 
AU thanks to Hearen ! that thus, when least I thonght 900 
To see my prince, my happy steps has hroaght : 
Nor less my thanks, that thus I see restor'd 
Thy Isabella to her plighted lord ; 
Whom late the traitor, with insidioos art. 
Had seemM for ever from thy arms to part. 205 

Zerbino silent, while Almonio spoke. 
On Odorico fix'd his earnest look ; 
Hatred he Uftle felt, bat chief he moum'd 
To find his hope from friendship thus retam'd ; 

Ver. soe. Hatred Ae UtOtJ^ 6r.] Zerbino is ooe of fhe most ami- 
able characten in liie whole work, and muit itrongly interest the lead- 
er. Hit sentimentt of miercy and generoaty, oo dhe rdBectiim of Lis 
friend's treadiery and iogratitiide, may remiud us of the bt^viour of 
Titus the Rwnan emperor to his friend Sextus, who had conspired 
against his life, so admirably painted by Metastasio, an aathor who 
abounds in the most noble and elevated sentiments. Titus, in hit in- 
terview with Sextus, thus endeavours to make him con&ss hit fuilt. 

Observe me, Sextos, we are now alone. 
Thy sovert^ b not present : open then 
Thy heartto Tilus s trust it with thy ftieiid > 
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To think that one, who least had cause to leave 210 

His prince and friend, should both alike deedve : 

Till, with a deep-drawn sigh, he raised his head, 

And thus, benignant, to the prisoner said : 

Declare, unhapp j, nor the truth suppress ; 

And if we right have heard, thy guilt eonfess. 215 

At this the fi^thless friend, low-bending, pressM 

His knee to earth, and thus his lord address'd. 

To err is still the lot of man below : 
But hence the good, from wkked nands^ we know ; 
The last, by nature prone to every fintt, 220 

At once give way to evil's first assauH. 
The good for brave defence th^ weapons wield. 
But, if the foe be strong, no less they yield. 
Hadst thou, O prince ! consigned to my ooouiiaiMl 
Some frontier-post, and had my dastard hand 225 

Without resistance given the hoatile powers 
To plant the standard on thy conquered towers ; 
I'hen might the foulest curse pursue my name, 
The traitor's danger and the cowsfd's shame. 
But, if compell'd to yield, not blame would meet, 230 

But praise itself mi^t follow such defeat. 
'Twas mine to guard my £uth from mental foes, 
like some strong fort which numerous troops enclose. 
With all the force supplyM me from above 
By Heaven's supreme decree, full long I strove 235 

To guard the fortress, till my vigour fatl'd. 
And the strong foe with stronger arms prevsil'd. 

I promise thee Augustus ne'er shall know 
The secret tliou disclou^ : tt.iI me how 
Thy faith iicls first scdiicM : let us together 
Seek some pretence t' excuse thee : I, perchance, 
Shall be ev'n Iiappier than thyself to find it. 

Mt. iiL Sc^DC mu 
Vot. III. V 
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Thus Odorieo spoke ; and more he said ^■ 

To prove what mighty power his faith heti'ay'd ; 
With every art of soothing speeoh address'd, 240 

He sought to move his injured prinee's hreast : 
While good Zerhino stood in deep suBpense, 
Or to forgive, or punish meh offence. 
Thoughts of the heavy orime now seem'd to wake 
His sleeping wrath, the traitor^s file to take : 345 

Now dear remembranee of thehr friendship past^ 
Which, tiU that fatal chance; so firm could last. 
With pity's stream resentment's flame suppress'd. 
And nourish'd mercy in his generous breast 

While, uuresolv'd, Zerhino still remains 250 

To firee th' offender, or to hold m chains ; 
By death to sweep him from h» sight, or give 
The wretch in lengthen'd sufferings yet to live. 
Behold, loud neig^g, comes th' afirig^ted steed. 
Which Mandricardo fVom his bridle freed, 255 

And with him bears the beldame pale fin* breath. 
Whose guile had neariy wrought Zerbino's death. 
The roving palfrey, from a distant ground 
The courser hears, and seeks the kindred sound. 
Soon as Zerhino thither turns his eyes ; 260 

He lifts his hands in praises to the skies. 
For two so wicked to his power resign'd. 
Whose deeds deserv'd his deepest hate to find. 

The noble knight that impious crone detains : 
And now he ponders with himself what pains 265 

Her crimes should meet ; to lop her nose and ears. 
To make her piece-meal die, at first appears 
A just decree ; to give her limbs for food 
To gorge the hungry vultures' screaming brood. 

^ Ver. SM. Seheldf loud neighing, &€,"] See Book xxiu. ver. 673. 
-wbne Msadiioardo iska away Gabrina*9 bridl«>. 
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Now this, now that, his wavering titoaghts rerolTe ; 27# 

At length cletcrmin'd, fix his last resolve ; 

Then, turning to his friends, he cries— I give 

My free consent the faithless youth shall live. 

Though such offence may scarce forgiveness gain, 

At least it merits not severest pain. 275 

Still let him live, and freed, my mercy prove. 

Since well I know his crime the crime of love. 

Love has ere this a firmer hosom broaght 

To guilt more deep than Odorico's fault, 

'Which now we judge— to him let grace be shown 280 

The suffering should be mine, and mine alone. 

Blind as I M'as, so vast a trust to yield. 

Yet knew how flame can catch the stubble field ! 

To Odorico then^-Be this thy doom. 

The penance of thy deed — thy task to c<9ne ; ilH 

One circling year this woman's steps attend. 

From all thiit seek her life, her life defend ; 

Her foes be thine — and range at her command. 

The realms of spacious France^ from land to land. 

Zerbino thus : and him, whoftr his crime 396 

XleaervM his death, he gave some future time ' 

To certain fate ; expos'd in every shape 
To perils human wit couki ne'er escape. 
So oft some ill-starr'd knight, or wife, pr maid, 
ller arts had ruin'd, and her guile betraj^d ; 295 

Whoe'er her safety watches, riskf hia life 
With wandering knights in many a dangerous strife. 

Thus.eaoh was justly panish'd— «he for crimes 
That long for vengeance ery'd in former times. 
While he, for her defence who wrongly stood, 500 

In some stem fight must Aed hia vital Uood. 
A solemn oath Zerbino firsm'd to bind 
The recreant knight to keep the terms enjom'd ; 
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And vow'dy if e'er he broke the feith he swore. 

And fell again the captive of his power, 305 

No longer prayer or mercy to regard. 

Bat with his death his perjury reward. 

Then to Almonio and his friend he made 
A sign to free their prisoner ; these obey'd 
With slow reluctance ; either grieVd to find 310 

Himself defrauded of revenge deslgn'd. 
And now the faithless knight the (ijace forsook. 
And with him thence that aged beldame took. 
What chane'd to these, no further Tui-pin writes, 
But thus another bard the tale recites : 315 

The bard (his name untold) has thus declared : 
Ere these together one day's journey far'd^ 
False Odorico» deaf to every call 
Of plighted faith, to free himself from thrall. 
Around Gabrina's neck a halter flung, S20 

And to an elm the crone detested hung ; 
And thence a twelvemonth (but unknown the pla^e) 
Almonio made him run the self-same race. 

Zerbino, who the Paladin pursues 
With earnest search, and fears the track to lose, 323 

Now sends a message to his martial tnun, 
Anxious what cause eould thus their lord detain. 
To good Almonio he Iiis charge declares, 
Which now to tell, the muse for haste forbeam. 
To good Almonio is Corebo join'd, 99^ 

And Isabella sole remains behind. 
Great was th« love Zerbino had profess'd. 
And great in Isabella's tender breast 
For brave Orlando ; great was cither's zeal 
To learn what chance the virtuou* earl befel, 335 

So late mihors'd : three duyu t* await the knight,* 
Whose fearless arm rejects the sword in fight, 
*MBndriau4o. 
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The earl had vow'd ; and hence till thriee the day -^ 

Had rose and set, the prince decreed to stay, C. 

And to the squadrons his return delay. 3403 

In every place through which Orlando pass'd. 
His hapless way Zerhmo following tracM : 
At length he came, whei<e midst the lonely grove. 
The fair ingrate had carv'd the notes of love. 
The spring disturb'd; the trees, Isind cave he view'd ; 345 
Those lopt and rooted, this in fragments hewM. 
Not far he saw a sudden gleam and light,'::^^' 4 '\ 
And first the warrior-cuirass struck his sight : 
The helmet next— not that which &m'd of yore, 
The haughty African, Almontes wore. 350 

He heard a coarser in the woods coneeal'd 
Repeated neigh, and now ad%*anc'd beheld 
Where Brigliadoro graz'd the verdant plain. 
While from his saddle hung the loosen'd rein. 
He Durindana sought, and soon he found 355 

The sword, unsheath'd, lie useless on the ground. 
He saw the surcoat, which in pieces strow'd. 
The wretched earl had scattei^d through the wood. 

With Isabella now Zerluno gaz'd 
In sad suspense, while every object rais'd 360 

A secret fear, yet little they divin'd -^ 

(Howe'er they -^Teigh'd the signs with anxious mind) C 
Orlando from his better sense disjoined. 3 

One drop of blood discovered on the plain 
Had imaged to their thoughts the champion slain. 365 

And now a rustic hind with headl(»^ pace 
Approach'd, deep terror on his bloodless face, 
Who late in safety from a rock's tall height. 
Beheld the wretched madman'js frantic might ; 
How from his limbs he drew his vest and arms, 370 

And shepherds slew, and wrought a thousand harms. 
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lie eertain tidings to Zerbiiio givet, 

\YhOi fill'tl ^th wonder, aesuree the troth believes. 

Though clear the proofe— 4he shepherd's tale he heaurs 

With pitying heart, and leaves his seat in tears. 375 

He lights to gather from the woodland ground 

The warlike relieks widely acatteiM roimd^^^ 

With him the gentle fair her steed forsakes. 

And from the ground the arms and vestment takes $ 

AVhen,lo! appears a dame in looks distrest, 380 

9ighs frequent bursting from her mournful breast : 

If any ask wlio thus her woes deplored, 

'Twas Flordelis, who rov'd to seek her lord ; 

For Brandimart, departing thence unknown. 

Had left die ^r in Paris' regal town ; 385 

AVhere seven or eight long moons the mourner stay'd ; 

But when she found his wish'd return delay'd. 

From sea to sea she passM, from plain to plain. 

Far as the hills that sever France from Spain ; 

All parts she seareh'd, but where estraog^d from home 390 

He liv'd in old Atbmtes' magic dome : 

Where, with Rogcro Brandimart detain'd. 

Where, with Orlando stem Ferrau remaiu'd. 

But \fhen Astolpho, with lus wondrous Mast, 

Had driv'n the sorc'rer ft*om his seatu' aghast, 395 

To PaiHs Brandiinart again retum'd. 

Unknown to her, who still his absence mouru'd. 

Thus lovely Flordelis, to chance reaign'd, 

Zerbino and his lBabelUi>)iu'd : 

Too well she BrigUadoqo knew, who stray'd 400 

Wijthout his loixl, and, ah \ with grtcf sorvey'd 

ViT. 383. *Titm Fiorddhf dr.] In the viiith Book» vert 604. Flor- 
delis is iiientioned to Iiave left Pacis in Beorcb qf her husband Braudi- 
mart, who was guiic after Orhuidon 
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Each eniel objeet, vrhjXe she heard relate 

The dreadful sequel of Orlando's fate. 

Who rov'd, of sense distraught, from place to place, 

A wretched outcast of the hunum race. ^ 405 

Zerbmo now the arms together drew, ^ * 
And fix'd them <m a pine in open view, 
A trophy fair! and, lest some 'venturous knight 
(Native or stranger bom) on these should light. 
The verdant rind this short inscription bore : 410 

THBSE AKXS THE PALiOI^ 0EI.A2ri>0 WOBS. 

As if he said — Let none these arms remove. 
But such as dare Orlando's fury prove. 

This pious task perform'd, the prince with speed 
Prepared to part ; but, ere he rein'd his steed, 41 S 

Fierce Mandricardo came, who, when he tum'd 
And saw the trunk with thoee rich ^oils adom'd. 
He ask'd from whence, and who such arms dispos'd ; 
To whom Zerbino, all he knew, disclos'd. 
The Pagan king o'eijo/d, no longer stay'd, 420 

Approach'd the pine, then sciz'd the sword, and said. 

Let rashly none presume my deed to Uame, 
This fiital blade by law of arms I claim : 
Long, long ere now this gallant sword was won. 
And still, where'er I find, I daim my own. 435 

Orlando^ fearing to defend his right. 
Has fsign'd his madness but to shun the fight : 

Ver. 410. Fierce Mandricttrdo—'} See Book xxiii. ver. 090. where 
Mandricardo is last mentioned. 

Ver. 424. Limgjlong ere nmo thia goRoM rwwrdwatvttnf^^ Man- 
dricardo seems to mean tfant he had proved his title ti> the sword, by 
the perilous adventure which he enoountered atthe eastle of the Syrian 
Fairy, where he oonqoeiQd die arniMr«if Heator. XbeaMiry is tolt) 
at large in the note to Book mr, vcr.S^A. 
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Then wherefore ahoold I now forbear to take 
Wha( coward baseness urg'd him to forsake ? 

Rash knigfat, refraiD--«or think (Zerbino cries) 430 

Without dispute, to snatch the glorious prize. 
If such thy claim to Hector^s arms, then know 
Twas theft, not yalour, did those arms bestow. 

No mcHre was said ; for each with equal heat. 
And equal courage, springs hie foe to meet 435 

Scaite is the fight begun, when eeho'd round 
A hundi»d blows their pollsh'd arms resound. 
Where Dorindana threatens from on high, 
Zerbino seems a rapid flame to % 

The falling stroke, whene'er to shun th^ steel 44Q 

Light Jis a deer he makes his courser wheel. 
Behoves him now his utmost skill f employ. 
Since, from that edge, accustom'd to destroy, 
One wound might send him to the dreary grove. 
Where love-lorn ghosts through shades of myrtle rove. 445 
As singled from the herd, the nimble hound ' 
Invi^les the boar, and cautious circling round, 
Shifts every side, but still maintains the field. 
By turns assaulting, and by tarns repell'd. 
So brave Zerbino, as the sword descends, ^ 450 

Or threats aloft, with wariest heed attends ; 
Honour and life to guard, his sharpen'd eyes 
Watch every stroke, and as he strikes he flies. 

yer.445.-r«Aad» o^my^efe^J] Viigilinbis mA Matad teDs us. 
Ihat the ghosts ot departed lovcars were thus fisposed oil 

pe, quM duras amor cnideli tabe peredit» 
Seereti oda&t caUes^et myytea dteum 
^ilva tegitrf— 7 

Xhe aouky vAom Ast mhappy ftuoeliifatot 
lo secret soUtiade and mjnrtle aliailes 
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Thus he; vhile fiereel)' ad the Pajgan foe 

Whirls his dread sword, and gives or fails the hiow, 455 

He seems a whirlwind that from Heaven descends, 

And 'twixt two Alpine hills the forest rends ; 

Kow, hent to earth, the trees deep groaning hear?. 

Now from the trunks the shattered branches tears. 

Though oft Zerbmo tarn'd aside, or fled 460 

The trenchant blade, at length the Pagan sped 

A downward stroke, that witli full fiMrce imprest 

Between the sword and buckler, reach'd his breast. 

Strong was the corslet, strong tlie plated mail. 

With texture firm ; yet all could nought avail 465 

Against the blade, that thundering from above. 

Through plate and mail, and shattei^d corslet drove. 

The sword fell short, else had the stroke designed 

Cleft all the knight, yet reach'd so far to find 

The naked part, whence from the shallow wound, 470 

A span in length, the warm blood trickling round 

Straj'd o'er his shining arms, and stain'd the ground. 

So have I seen a silken floweret spread. 

And dye the silver vest with blushing red. 

Wrought by her snowy hand with matchless art, 475 

That hand, whose whiteness oft has pierc'd my heart. 

Ah ! what avails the good Zerbino now 

Courage to dare, or strength to urge the blow. 

Though master of the war ? — ^Here virtue fail'd. 

Where 8tix)nger arms and stronger nerve prevail'd. 4S0 

Slight was the wound, though by the erimson hue 

Not slight it seem'd, but, startled at the view. 

Pale Isabella's heart, with fear opprest, 

All cold and trembling, sunk within her breast. 

Zerbino, fir'd with generous thirst of fame, 485 

With deep resentment stung, and conscious shame, 

Rais'd both his hands, and with redoubled might, 

Struck oa the helmet of the Tartar knight. 
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The steggering Saracen the weight confess'dy 

And to the saddle bow'd lus haaghty crest : 496 

"fh* enchanted caaque raade erery weapon rain. 

Else that dire stroke had cleft him to the hrain. 

Impatient far reyenge, the Pagan lord 

A^nst Zeriuno's helmet rus'd the sword. 

Zerbino, who the foe's intent beheld, 495 

Swift to the right liis well4aaght coarser wheel'd ; 

Vet not so swift, nor coald he, shun so well 

The biting edge, which on his buckler fell, 

fiat thrrmgfa the plates from nde to side it went. 

And deep beneath his mailed gauntlet rent ; 500 

tiaid bare hia arm, then gianeing downward foond 

His steel-clad thigh, and deep impress'd a wound. 

Now here, now there, Zerbino strikes in vain ; 

The foe's toog^ arms, unhurt, the stroke sustain : 

Each pass he tries ; no pass the plates afford, SOS 

And harmless from the sorfaee bounds the sword. 

Not so the Tartar king^— »his fiercer might 

With such advantage urg'd th' unequal fight ; 

Seven times his steel has druiik Zerbino's blood. 

Has piere'd or deft his shield, his helmet hew'd. 510 

Bj slow degrees life's issuing current drains 

His ebbing strength, but dauntless he remains : 

His vigorous heart, still nourish'd with the flame 

Of inbred worth, supports his feeble frame. 

Sad Isabella, now with fears distress'd, 515 

To Doralis her eamesl|fuit address'd ; 

By every power adjurnd her to suppress 

The battle's rage, and turn their strife tQ peace. 

Courteous as fair, and doubting yet th' event 

Of combat, Doralis with glad consent 590 

To Isabella yielding, soon inclin'd 

To friendly truce her valiant lover's mind, 
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Not less Zerhmo oalmM his vengefid heart 

For her he lov'd, consenting to depart 

"Where'er she \e^ and, at her potrerfui w<)nfy $SB 

UnfinishM left the adTenture of the svord. 

But Flordelis, vfao Ul-defended Tiev'd 
Unblest (MandoTs falchkn, weeping stood 
To vail the lots : and oft she wish'd that ftte 
Had broc^t her lord to share the dire debate. SSO 

Yet could she e'er (if chance so fair beSel) 
To her lov'd Brandimart the story tell » 
Stem Mandricardoy to his deadly eost,- 
Might rue that conquest now his haughty boast/ 

FitMn mom till etenini^ Floi'detis in vain 5S5 

Still sought her lord, from mom till eve again 
At iteidom stray'dy while he, whose loss she moani'dy 
Once more to Paris' regal walls retum'd. 
So long she travers'd mountain, hill, and wood. 
At length she came, where near a running flood 540 

The wretched Paladin she saw and knew— ^^ 
But let us now Zerbino's tale pursue. 

Though scarce the noble youth his seat nuuntatn% 
So fast his blood has flow'd, so fast it drams. 
Yet, self-accus'd, affliction renda hia mind, M 

For Durindana to tlie foe resign'd : 
His pains increMe->and soon with shortenii^ breath. 
He feels the certain ehail appitiaeh of death. 
Th' enfeebled warrior now his courser stays, 
And near a fountain's side his Umbs he kySb 510 

Ver. 535. From mom UU evenings Flordelitf &c,^ Here it seems 
that Fkndeli* departs without aeeotting Zerbino ami Isabella, to whaia 
she appears a stranger. 

Ver. 542. Bta la ui now Zerbino's tale pursue,"] He returns to 
Flordilis, Buck uix. ver. 297. and u> Mandncanlo iu tbe tf lOth versf; 
^ this book. 
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Ah ! what avails the -wretched Virgin's grief? 

What can she here to yield her lord relief ? 

In desert wilds fiv want she sees him die. 

No friend to help, no peopled dwelling nigh. 

Where she, for pity or reward, mi^ find 55S 

Some skilful leech, his streaming wounds to bind. 

In vain she weeps — in rain with frantic cries 

She calls on Fortune, and condemns the skies. 

Why was I not in surging waters lost. 

When first my vessel left Galicia's coast ? 560 

Zerbino, as his dying eyes he torn'd 

On her, while thus her cruel fate she moum'd. 

More felt her sorrows, than the painful strife 

Of nature struggling on the verge of life. 

My heart's sole treasure! may'st thou stLll (he said) 565 
When I, alas! am nombei^d with the dead. 
Preserve my lov&— 4hink not fi)r death I grieve ; 
But thee, thus guideless and forlorn I leave. 
Weighs heavy here~-0 ! were my mortal date 
Prolong'd to see thee in a happier state, 170 

Blest were this awful hour— «ontent in death, 
On that loVd bosom to resign my breath. 
But summon'd now at Fate's unpitying call. 
Unknown what future lot to thee may fell- 
By those soft lips, by those fond eyes I swear, 57<» 
By those dear looks that could my heart ensnare ! 
Despairing to the shades of night I go» 
Where thoughts of thee, left to a world of woe. 
Shall rend this faithful breast with deeper pains 
Than all that hell's avenging realm contains. 580 

Ver.fSO.— Ae/r# avenging realm-''] We most always remember 
that the Italian poets, without scruple, make use of the old Pagan 
mythology. 
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At this, flad Isabella poar'd a shower 
Of trickling tears, and lowly bending c/er, 
Close to his mouth her trembfing lips she laid. 
His month now pale like some fair rose deea/d ; 
A Temal rose, that, oropt before the time, S9S 

Bends the green stalk, and withers ere its prime. 

Hunk not (she sidd,) life of my breaking heart ! 
Without thy Isabella to depart : 
Liet no sach fears thy dying bosom rend : 
Where'er thoa go'st, my spirit shall attend : 590 

One hoar to both shall Uke dlsmisaon give. 
Shall fix oor doom, in future worids to live. 
And part no moro-^when ruthless death shall close 
Thy &ding eye»— that moment endh my woes ! 
Or should I stfll survive that stroke of griei; $95 

At least thy sword will yield a sure relief. 
And, ah ! I trust, reUe^d from mortal state. 
Each breathless corse shall meet a milder &te. 
When some, in pity of our hapless doom, 
May close our bodies fai one peaceful tomb. 690 

Thus she ; and while his throbbing pulse she feels 
Weak, and more weak, as death relentless steals 
£aeh vital sense, with her sad lip she drains 

The hist fidnt breatb of life that yet remains. 
To raise his feeUe voice Zerbmo try'd— 605 

I charge thee now— O ! lov'd in death (he cry'd) 

By that atfeedon which thy bosom bore. 

When, fat my sake, thou leftist thy iathet's shore^ 

And, if a txvih like mhie such power can give, 

Wlule Heaven shall please— I now' command thee live'. 610 

But never be it from thy thou^t remov'd, 

t^hat^ much as man can love^ Zerbino lov'd. 

Jpear not but God, in time, will sueoour lebd^ 

From every HH thy rirtat to defend i 
Voi. jh;, W 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



380 ORLANDO FURI060. B. XSIV. 

At onee he sent the Roman knight to save 615 

Thy youth unfriended £rom the robbers' cave : 

As from the seas he drew thee safe to land. 

And mateh'd thee from th' impure Biscayner's hand : 

And when at hut all other hopes we lose, 

B9 ddkh the last sad refuge that we choose. 620 

Thus spoke the dying knight ; but scarce were heard 
His latter words in accents weak preferr'd. 
Here ended h fc t he light so drooping dies. 
When oil or wax no more the flame supplies. 
What tongue can tell how moum'd the wretdied maid* 625 
What plaints she utter'd, and what tears she shed^ 
When in her arms her dear Zerbino lay. 
All icy cold, a lump of lifeless clay ! 
Prone on the bleeding corse herself she threw, 
Chffip'd his stiff limbs, and hathM with tender dew : 630 
She rav'd so load, that all the plains around. 
And woods, re-echo'd the distressful sound : 
Nor her white breast, nor hlooming cheeks she sparer 
But cruel that she strikes, and these she tears ; 
She rends her gtdden locks, that know not blame, 635 
^Jnvoking, Tainly, oft the much lov'd name ; 
And, little mindful of Zerbino's charge. 
His SMTord had set her frantic soul at large. 
But, lo ! a hermit, wont each stated day. 
To the clear fbunt to bend his lonely way, 640 

Came fhxm his neighbouring dwellings timely sent 
By Heaven's high will t* oppose her dire intent 
This reverend man, in whom at once were join'd 
A B8ge experience and a gentle mind, 

Ver. 6S3. Here ended Ufe-'^'] The death of Zerbino^ with aD the 
attendant caream8tanoes,it one of those fine passages so admired bjr 
die Itafians, and wlilcb,if the tramlatar has done any justice to his 
anOMT, cannot finl strooglj to afiect the 'EiH;ii4i Ki^er. 
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Whose hallow'd -vrudom all examples knew, 645 

And brought, as in a mirror, these to yievr ; 

Nowy with a ploos healing hand, address'd 

The halm of patience to her wounded breast, ' 

And many a woman bright in virtne namM, 

In either Tolnme's* sacred text proclaim'd. 650 

He showed how Tain our search of bliss is spent, ' 

When Gob alone ean yield us true content ; 

That earth's enjoyments, ever shifting, leave 

The wish unsated, and the hope deceive. 

He wrought so far, with mild persuasion's breath, 655 

To change her heart so lately fix'd on death. 

And ruse her wish to quit this vale of strife. 

And dedicate to €rOD her future life. 

Tet would she ncTer banish from her mind 

jZerbino's love, or leave his corse behind, ^ €60 

Hesolv'd through all her pilgrimage to bear 

With her the relics of a form so dear. 

Then, by the hermit's aid, who show'd in age 
A strength oi limb his years could ill presage, 
2«erbino on his pensive steed she laid, 665 

And travers'd many a mile the woodland shade. 

The cautious hermit led not to his cell, '^ 

The lovely maid, with him alone to dwell, C 

Where stood his mansion in the neighbouring dell. j 

*Okl and NeW Teitament. 

Ver. 667. The cautious hertnU—Z So light a turn given to tlie nar> 
ratire, after so beautiful and affecting a catastrophe, \i'iU$ I ftar, (Us- 
j^ust the reader s bu^attheaametime, as it strongly marks the gen- 
eral ccMnplezioD of the early Italian poets of this classy and mort' es- 
pecially the genius of Ariostu, it was not thouglu: aUowable to omit the 
paaage. These are among the parts alluded to by Gravina, who ac- 
cuaet Ariosto of ^ sometimes mingfing IwUcroas retkctiom or allosioiu 
villi serious matter.*' See the Pi>efiH». 
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Wliich bean at onee ttie fuel and Ibe flame, 
. Nor would in prudenee or in year* eonfide^ 
By floeh a proof to find bia irirUie try'd ; 
But meant to lead ber to Provenoe, where «(o«kI, 
Near fam'd MarseiUeiy a boly houae, endow'd 675 

With wei^thy gifts, wboie q^ackwa waUs ooaltfiitk'd. 
Of heaveil^evoted dame% a saintlike band. 
Awhile tb^ateps a friendly eastle atay'd* 
Where, in a sable ec^fia olos'd, they laid 
The slaughtered knight, and safely thence convey'd* 680, 

A spacious tract of land, day foUowing day, . 
Through the lone wild and least frequented way. 
They strove to pass unknown, secure from barmi, 
Kow all the country romid was fiU'd with arms, 
At length a knight they met, who st^q^pi'd their tonrse 685 
With brutal insult and unmanly force ; 
Of him some fitter time the muse shall tell. 
Now turn to what the Tartar king befel. 

The batde ended thus, his generous steed 
The warrior from the reins and saddle freed, 690 

And tum'd him loose to graze the flowery mead. 
PleasM with the fair retreat, his limbs he laid 
Beside the stream beneath the cooling shade ; 
But lay not loog^ ere from a distant height 
Descending to the plain, appear'd a knight : 695 

Him, soon as Doralb beheld, she knew. 
And pointing out to Maudricardo's view, 

Ver. M».-eAMKe convet^iL} In the time of Aiidrto, Joaa, queen of 
Castile, in like nuumer carried widiher, inacofihi, the body of her 
deadhasband, Affip of Aiutria. 

Yer. 688. Kow turn t9 vhat the Tartar king be^J He retuzna to 
Isabella and the hermit. Book xsviiL ver. 670. 
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Ufil6« the dtalftai ii|^t deeeive mf e^es, 

Lo! yonder comet fieroeBodomont (die eriet.) 

To give ^eeoon^Mrt from the hill he gpeeda, 700 

And well suflh combat now th^r prowess needs ; 

Rage for my loss, affisne'tf to his bed» 

Has drawn down all his ▼engeaace on thy bead. 

As the bold hawk a fiercer mien assumes, 
lifts his high head, and spreads his mflled plamei^ 705 
If dumee some birds of hooseheld breed he spies 
(The stalling^ dad^ or dove) before him rise : . 
So Mandricard0> veli aanu^d tobear 
From Rodomont Ihe bloody wraiths of war, 
WHhjoy exulting^ moai^ his steed again, ' 710 

His feet fhe stuTUps press, his hand the rein. 

And now the wratlifal ofaieft appreaeh'd so near. 
That each the oOier's threalaoing words mi^t hear. 
The king of Algiers shfxik his haughty head, 
Wav'd his ri^t arm* and ^us aloud he said : 715 

Soon shall I make thee rue thy &tal joy» 
Who for a diort-liv'd gift, and ampivus toy, 
Hast dar^d t' insult a prince, whose poireribl hand 
Shall wreak the vengeance thatsueh wroogp demand. 
Then Mandricardo thus : — ^In vain he tries 720 

To shake my courage who with threats 4efi^ 
Women and boys are scar'd with seeming harms^ 
Or those that ne'er were'bred to use of arms : 
Not such am I— whose soul no terror knows, 
The hour of combat is to me repose : 725 

On foot, on horse, diaarm'd, or arm'd, I ^ftre, 
In the close list, or open field of war. 

Ver. 717. Inthfi close lUe, or open JUld^ war,'] Ti^» ipeech of 
Mtn(l]neardo is in the spirit of Hector to Ajax, before the f/ingle cpm? 

W2 
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Rage followi rage, «ai liiicitettmy IJuwrtftningi breed; 
Their swords ere <iimv% nd tikoBdeiiag staokeft aoceeed. 
like winds that first but wiiiiperthreagh the Wikke» 730 
Next the high tops ef etau or beeehes sbske^ 
Then whirl the gstfaenng dost uikSt in sir. 
Sweep ootB awwf, andlaj the ibrosthare; 
In tempests kiU the tooks that graae the piaio» 
And whefan the TessebiA die howMng larin T^ 

These Pagan knights^ whose Uktt ooBld ne'er he foMd 
Thnmgh all the realaosir deeds of anas i«aown'd. 
With dauntless hearts and Huny a drOHlfol stroke, 
Pursu'd a fight tint weU fJieiriioe bespoke. 
With horrid clangor oft tfaeir6dehions meet; 740 

Barth seems to groan and dMfce bonealh their feet ; 
While, from th^ battsr'd anuoaiv fire^pMnt fly 
The fiery spark% aseendfaig to tibe sky. 
On either side alike the kni|^ «asttl 
The plates to sever, or to rend fke asail. 745 

Eaoh inch of ground diey guard with espial «»e^ 
And in a narrow orb eootraet the war. 
Amidst a thousand aim'd, the Tartar bends 
A stroke, that driv'n with bofh his bnds, deetends 



hstbstweeadien. Ajst hSddefied MnwiA hut^gtOneaSft^^fU^ 
her^bei: 

Me, as a boy or woman wouId^lt thou fKgbt, 
New to tbe field, and trembling at the fi^^t ? 
Than meet'tt a diief deterring of tbj anni, 
To eonhst bom, and bred amidtt ahimtt 
J know tu duft my giwuid, lenMwmt Ike csr, 
TuTDy charge, and answer erery call of war ; 
To right, to left, the dextroiu lance to wield. 
And bear thick battle on ray sounding sbidd^ 

P^V /tiac^ Book m ver. 2tr. 
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On Sana's fnttt-^te aumf neolanr^d tig^t 750 

Xow skims in mist befinre fan dazxied m^bsL 

Back fell the Africao^ of ae&ae bneavVly 

The crupper of hiis steed iiii belm received ; 

He lost his stirrups, and his aeat had lost, 

£v'ii in her sight vbose lore he YtiM most ; 755 

But as a holw of temperM ftee]» Qonatnu&'d 

To yield reluetant to « potent hand. 

The more it bendi^ the strong^, vhoi released, 

It springs, and aends the diaft with a treu g th iner&aafd ; 

Again the Ptigan riiiog imm the bknir, 760 

Rmum'd redoubted irengesafle on his (be. 

Where late himaetf^e hostile ve^Km felt. 

Stem Rodomont on Mandrisardo dealt 

The furious blade ; the blade no entrance found ; 

The Trojan easqoe secnr'd the kingfal from wound ; 765 

But scarce the Tartar, vidi the blow bereav'd 

Of sight and sense, the day from night pereeiv\i. 

While Rodomont repealed strokes bestowM, 
And on his helmet laid the furious load ; 
The Tartar's eouner, tiiat b^eld with fear 770 

The hostile steel wUkdi Uafd alolt in air, 
With his own fate his rider^s safety bought : 
For wlule to shun the fearful noise he soa|^t» 
Full on his neck desceiids the weighty sword. 
And gives to him the wound deagn'd his lord : 775 

He wanted JHeetor's helm his heed to shield. 
And hence he feU— but instant from the ield 
Rais'd on his feet, ag»n witik fearless look 
Bold Mandricardo Dorindana shook : 
Rage swellM his breast to view his courser slain ; 78.0 

While Rodomont on him with loosen'd rem 
fmpeU'd his steed ; but Mandricardo stood, 
Fim) as some reck aiiudst the ^lowy flpod ; 
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Whfle, with )a» lord o*eitlirow% extended low 

Was bud the oouner of the Sanan fte. 785 

Sodden the king of Algiert left lus iteed : 

His feet as ^wifUj from the stirraps freed. 

And stood recovered with the §be to wage 

An equal fight ; no less the Tartai^s rage 

His riTal met— Now blows succeeding blowsy 790 

Fierce and more fierce the burning combat grows. 

But, low ! an enyo^ came from Airie's bands. 

With numbers more dispatoh'd thro' Gallia's lands, 

Back to their banners ewery chief to call. 

And private knight, when need required them all : 795 

For he,* whose arms the golden lily bore. 

Had in their works behieg'd the Pagan power ; 

And did not speedy aid retrieve their fame. 

Destruction soon must whelm the Moorish name. 

The trusty herald, as he nearer drew, 800 

By arms and -vestment well the w aiTioi,^ knew ; 
But more he knew them by their force in field. 
And weatKMis, which like tiieirs, no hands could wield. 
He dares not rush between their wrathful swords. 
And trust the priyilege his name affords ; 80^ 

To Doralis he hastens first to tell 
What deep mischance the Saracens befel ; 
How Agramant, MgrsiUos, and their train. 
With StordiUno join'd, a siege jwstain 
From Christian Charles ; and wjU'd her to relate 8tO 

To either combatant their sovereign's state. 

He said--<he damsel with undaunted breast 
Between them stept, ai|d in these words address'd. 

I charge ye, by the love which well I know 
To me ye bear, your swords your courage show jBl^ 

T' assert a nobler caose--^4>e npw difplay'd 
Your mutual worth our friendly camp to.aid ; 
» Charles. 
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Where the brave Saracens besieged, await 
YonrsaTing arm, or some disastrous fate. 

The herald then his embassy reveal'd, B20' 

And letters gave to Ulien's offspring,* seal'd 
From king Trqjrano's son ; when either knight 
Agreed to calm his wrath, and stay the fight; 
And fix the truoe^ till some propitious hour 
Should raise the-siege, and free the suffering Moor. 125 
The siege once rais'd, no longer either breast 
Shall let revenge^ or rival hatred rest. 
But ri^ anew, tQl, mutual valour try'd. 
Their fatal title to the dame decide. 

Thus they ; and she to whom their faith they vow'd. 
The sacred pledge for either warrior stood. 891 

But Discord stem^ whose unrelenting mind 
Abhor'd all treaties that to peace inclin'd. 
And Pride no less, the friendly terms opposM 
That thus in hated league their anger closM. 83S 

But these in vain, with force combin'd^ assail'd. 
Where Love's resistless power o'er all prevail'd : 
He bent his bow, his arrows swiftly flew. 
Till Pride and Discord from the field withdrew : 
The truce confirm'd by her whose sovereign sway S40 

Compell'd each hardy champion to obey. 
One warlfte steed they raiss'd, for in the fight 
Lay dead the courser of the Tartar knight ; 
When thither gallant Brigliadoro stray'd. 
Who cropt, beside the stream, the verdant glade. M5 

Since here th^ book concludes, permit me here 
To pause, and for a while the tale defer. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

ROGBBOfoei^ with the dtfMd, to deliver the ]milli who wm oon- 
dennedlodie. TdeofSidmdettoandFlordespkuu nogeroand 
Bkfatfdetto arrifc «t the outte of AgrifDMirt, where thej aie ente^ 
tiinedliyAUigar<^the house of aaimonc AJdigerghetRichar- 
decio unwdcome tidings of their kiiMtaien Mahigigiaod Viviaiiy who 
were pntonen to X4nihi%the mother of Femv. Bagero engagei 
totetthemotfiherty. Rogcxo** ktterto Bradamant toezeuiehis 
ahtenee. Bogero,IUchaidetto,andA]diger,«etoiitiiextdaytore»- 
eue Mabglglaiid ViTian from the havdi of the Paeuu. 
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THE thirst of honour and the force of love 

Eternal strife in yotitfafiil hosoms more : 

Nor yet is known whieh most ineliaea th«' softies^ 

SiQoe this or that alike in torn prevails. 

The call of glory and the sense of rights 5 

Not little now can weigh with either knight 

To stay the oomhat^ for the damsel ibiight» 

Till sueeoor tothe Moorish camp waahrooght 

Bat love more weigh'd--and h$4 not her enmmanda 

(Whose power was sovereign) held thehrwnrtfafiil hands^ 

Ne'er had the battle ceas'dy till one suhda'd 11 

Had stain'd his rival's wreaths with vital bknd ; 

And A^gramant, with all hb social train» 

Had hi^'d assistanee from their arms in vafai. 

Condesm not Lov0~if oft he merits blame, - 15 

His generous mfinenee oft our praise may claim. 

AH thoughts of contest o'er, the warlike pair 
Tow'rd< Patif* walls, with her, the gentle fair, 
▼oL. iir. X 
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HSrect their Heeds : the dvarf attends their oonrse^ 

The dwarfwho led, to meet his rival's foree, SO 

The jealoas RodiSmoDt, nor oeas'd to trace 

The Tartar, tUI he brought them fiiee to &ce. 

A meadow entering now, at ease they find 

Foot knights beside a eryital fiiont reolin'd. 

Two all nnarm'd ; two weu^ their helmets lae'd ; SS 

And by their side a beauteous dame is plae'd. 

But who the knights and dame, some future time 

Shall tell— -Rogero first demands my rhyme : 

Rogero who, but late the tale 1^ shown. 

In the deep well his magio shield had thrown. 30 

Scarce from the w^ a mile Rogero pass'd. 
When, lo ! an entoy came ; (of those in haste, 
Dispatch'd by king Troyano's son, to efanm 
His champioos to retrieve the P^n name) 
IVom him he heard the camp's disastrous states 35 

Where now die powers, besieg'd by Charies, await 
(Unless relieved) the last distress of fiite. 

At this, conflicting thoughts Rogero press'd. 
And rent at once his undetermin'd breast 
With different calls— nor which f attend he knows, 40 
Scarce time or place to weigh their choice allows. 
At length the herald he dismifls'4, md sped 
His course to follow where the damsel led. 
Who urg^d him on, till with the setting sua 
They reach'd a city by Marsilius won 45 

From royal Charles, where still his arms maiatain-d. 
Amidst the heart of France, his conquest gained. 
No bridge, nor portal here their haste dela/d : 
None clos'd the portal, nor their passage stay'd ; 

Ver. 37. But who the kniglttt and damej &c^ He retui*p8 to these. 
Book zzri. yer. 498. 
Ver* SO. In the de^ weli'-J See Book xxii. ver. 663. 
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Though near the fosse and gate was seen tfriliiid f# 

(To guard the place) an arm'd and numerous bund. 
The nuud, his fair oondaetress^ well they icaeVy 
And hence, unqaestion'd, let the knight purme 
His purp08*d wajr, till to the square he eame, 
And saw the thronging crowd and kindled flame^ 55 

Where stood the youth, who seem'd prepei^d to wait. 
With downcast looks, his near-approaehing Ikte. 

But when, hy chance, he rais'd his moomful eyes 
Sufius'd in tears, Rogero^ with surprise, 
BelieTM in Mm his Bradamant he new'd ; 60 

80 much the youth a kindred likeness ahew'd ; 
Still as he gaz'd, and gaz'd with nearer look» 
The mien and features Bradamant heq^e : 
Or this (he cries) is she, or I no more 
Am that Rogero I was call'd hefore^ 65 

Through too much zeal to give th' unhappy aid. 
She hither came, and here, by fate betray'd, 
A prisoner stands—Why did thy haste, my fair, 
Forlud thy knight th' adventurous deed to share ? 
Yet, thanks to Heaven ! that fayour'd thus I oome, TO 

With timely succour to reverse thy doom. 

His sword unsheathing with a furious look, 
(His spear on Pinabello's kni^ts he l»6ke) 
Against the thraags unarm'd his steed he guides^ 
O'er many a body, prest to earth, he rides. 75 

With cries the wretches fly, and all the train 
(So numerous late) are ohas'd, or maim'd, or slain. 
As M'hen, beside a pool, the household breed 
Of smaller birds in flocks securely feed ; 
If chance a hawk, descending from the skies, 80 

Amidst them strikes, and makes his single prize ; 
£ach,quits his fellow, for himself provides. 
And fi*om liis fcather'd foe for safely hides : 
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So had TWt s«»ii aispen'd the hearMett crevy 

When fint Bogero on their numbers flew : 85 

From foQT or aU that thence too dovly fled. 

At one fierce atrd&e Rogero lopt the head : 

Cleft to the breaat through «ome his steel he sent ; 

There, through the skull ; here, to the teeth it went 

What dKmg^ no ponderous helms their heads enclose, 90 

But lighter moa^ns bind each wretch's bit>w8^ 

Yet, were thej arm'd at proof, his raging blade 

Through tempered helmet had the passage made. 

Bogero's strength, was n6t the strength we find 

In modern knjights, or their degenerate kind : 9S 

Not Boch the tusky boar or lion boasts^ 

The fiercest beast of ours, or fioreign coasts : 

Perchance the thunder may his force excel. 

Or that dire fiend (not he that reigns in hell) 

But that which, armM with fire, my lord employs, 100 

Which drives through seas and skies, and all destroys. 

Not less than one was slain at every wound. 
But oftener two at once he hurl'd to ground : 
Now four, now five he slew ; and soon remain'd 
A hundred breathless by his fatal hand. 105 

The sw(»?d, which from his nc^le aide he drew. 
Cuts, like soft curd, the hardest steel in two. 
This sword, the work of Faierina's skill. 
Was in Orgagna's garden forg'd to kUl 

Ver.99. Or that tSreJfend (not he that reigrujn hell) 

But that tohkhy arm^d -with fre, my lord empley*^ fiy 
these lines the poet is sappoKd to mean a large piece of artUIery be- 
loni^ to the duke of Ferrara, which, finam the vast escecutionit did 
in the field, bad jnsdy acquired the name of iSt^great deviL 

StuceU. 
'Wec.lW,—Fakrime*MUytre,'\ See Hbte to Book xli. ver. 152, 
f!>r an account of this adventure. 
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The bold Orlando : but her alter'd mind 110 

Full soon repented what she once deag-n'd : 

For all her arts she found in vain employed, 

When with this sword her garden he destroy'd. 

What horrors now, what slaughter must it yield. 

When giv^n in such a warrior's hand to wield ! 115 

If e'er Rogero force or skiU possess'd. 

To save his mistress now it shone confess'd. 

As the poor hare defends her from the hound. 

So from the knight the crowds their safety found. 

What numbers by his thundering arm lay dead ! 120 

But who shftU number those who trembling fled ! 

Meanwhile the damsel loos'd the cruel bands ^ 

That captive held the wretched victim's hands ; 
With zealous speed she arm'd them for the fight. 
The buckler grac'd his left, the sword his right 1$5 

Fir'd with his wrongs, he rush'd with vengeful mind. 
To vent his rage on that degenerate kind. 
Such were his deeds, as future times shall tell 
That valour which he then approved so well. 

The parting sun beneath the western main ISO 

Had plung'd, in ruddy waves, his golden wain. 
When, with the youth preserv'd from cruel fate, 
Rogero issu'd victor from the gate. 
The youth, reprieved by good Rogero's aid 
From threatened death, his grateful thanks repaid : 135 
Thanks ever due to one, who thus unknown. 
Had iior another's safely risk'd his own ; 
Then begg!d him to reveal his name, and show. 
To whom his life could such deUveranee owe« 

Rogero to himself— Lo ! there are seen 140 

My fair-one's features, with her beauteous mien ; 
But not the voice of BradaraantI hear. 
Whose sweetness stole upon my raptured ear. 
X2 
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Not sach tlie thanks that Bcadamant would paj 

To him die lores on this eTentfuI day. 145 

Bat can it h e or can my fiuthiui dame 

So soon fiirget her dear Rogero's name ? 

To ease his doubts, he thus with courteous grace : 
These eyes are, sure, ^miliar to thy £iee ; 
But when, or where, I seek in yain to find, 150 

Thou, gentle youth, relieve my wandering mind. 

Thou may'st, ere this, Sir knight, have met these eyes. 
But when, or whei^, I know not, (he replies) 
Since through the world, like other knights, I range 
From land to land, to seek adventures strange. 155 

Perchance in me a sister's form appears^ 
Who wears the cuirass^ and the falchion rears. 
Our birth was one— <Hid oft our semblant make 
Has held our parenti in a fond mhrfa^A : 
Not thou the first, of numbers, who, deeeiv'd I60 

By either^s looks, have each for each believ'd, 
One difference only seen^-^these tresses shorn 
Scarce reach my shoulders, as by men are worn : 
l¥hile hers, with leogthen'd grow^ in many a fold. 
Beneath her helm in silken braids are toll'd. I65 

Once on her head a Pagan's weapon fell 
With ghastly wound, but how, 'twere long to tell ; 
When, for her cure, a holy fiither's care 
(Of Jesus' train) loi^ dose her length of hair : 
No sign was then that either could proclaim^ ire 

And all our difference was in sex and name. 

Ver. 167, With ghastly -wound, 6r.] Bradamant, beioff withoat 
her helmet, was wounded by a Pagan, and afterwards cuwd of the 
wound by a father of the order of Jesus, who, for that purpose, caus- 
ed her hair to be cut off; to which dreumstanoe Ariosto several times 
alludes. 

See General View af Sotjardo*s Story. 
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Her Bradamant, call Riebardetto me ; 

I brother to Rinaldo, sister riie. 

If now yoQ deign to lend atteiilion» hear 

A vondrotu tale that #eH deserves your ear : XT$ 

A chance, -which from our mutuial likeness rose, 

Begun in joy, but nearly clos'd in voes. 

Rogero, who no other tale required, 
No sweeter converse than of her desirM* 
Of her his best belov*d, and sole delight, 1 «0 

Besought the youth his story to reeite. 

He thus began. As through the -woodland shade, 
With tresses shorn, my martial sister strayed. 
One day fatiguM with toil, and faint with heat» 
She reach'd a pleasant fountain's cool retreat ; 195 

Then left her steed» her shining helm unbound. 
And sunk in slumber on the verdant ground. 
Not all the fables ancient poets tell. 
Or fancy'd legends, can this truth excel. 

A royal virgin, eager at the ohace, 190 

Fair Flordespina, to the lonely place 
By fortune came, and drawing nigh, survey'd 
My sleeping sister in bright arms array'd. 
All, save her head : her side the fiilohion wore. 
And every part a manly semblanee bore. 195 

Struck with her form, awhile the ^irgn gax'd "^ 

In wonder n^ till Love a passion rais'd, > 

That floon through all her tender bosom hlaz'4. 3 

She urg'd her to the chace ; then from the cre-w 
Of horns and hounds the seemmg champion dre-w fjOO 

To where no prying witness might intrude. 
In deepest shade «f friendly solitude. 
By words and gesture there, the gentle maid 
'^'be secret ^ ber deep4rtruek heart betrajr'd : 
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With langoor-darting ejes, with nghs of fire, 905 

She show'd her soul eoniaming with deare. 

Now from her'oheeks the rosy colour fled ; 

Ketuming warmth now fliuh'd the deep'ning red : 

Till, lost in thoughts of vioonsry bliss. 

And bolder grown, she Tentur*d on a kiss. 2i0 

Too well mj sister knew her manly frame. 

And martial guise, beguil'd the gentle dame ; 

She knew no power t' assuage the fair one's smart. 

And soft compassion touch'd her friendly heart. 

Then to herself ^^were better to reveal 215 

My woman's sex, and thus her frenzy heal \ 

To own myself a maid of gentle mind, 

Not'seem a youth of rude degenerate kind : 

And well she stud — ^for recreant must he prove 

A man, whose pulse was never warm to love ; 220 

Who, when some beauteous damsel courts his arms. 

With youthful sweetness and alluring charms. 

Should waste in talk the hour good fortune brings. 

And, like a cuckoo, hang his coward wings. 

My sister now, with mild address, prepar'd 225 

To soothe the mgin, and the truth declar'd ; 

That like Camilla, panting for a name. 

Or fierce Hyppolita, she burnt for fame ; 

And in Arzilla bom, on Afric's shore, 

From earlielst youth the lance and buckler bore. 230 

In vain she spoke ; her words no ^ark remove 
Of pMoon kindled In the fire of love : 

Ver. 210, 4fur bolder grviony 6vi] Tins befaavkar of Flordespini 
seeottsnoiitngeonsUlbnMJe deoeney; but it must be remembered, 
that oar poet, in tUs extensive worky egdiibits every kind of penon- 
age ; that the attraetioos of Floidespina are merely the attrsetkn* of 
beanty, and Uiat her chancier is so fiur from being amiable, ihatthe 
Italian commentatorahave made bcr to represent inonlinate and uiir 
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Too late the medicine came to heal the smart. 

Since Love, alas ! too deep has plunged his dart 

Whene'er she views the manly mien and arm^ 235 

A transient hope her heating hosom warms : 

But soon the lov'd one's sex reeali'd to mind, 

Again is hope to cold despair resign'd. 

Whoe'er that day had heard the virgin mourn. 

Would sigh for sigh, and tear for tear return. 24& 

Did ever wretch (she cry^d) such torments know 
To equal what I feel — my cureless woe ! 
All other loves, save mine, success may find. 
Whether of lawful or of impious kind. 
From the sharp thorn the hlooming rose we part, 245 

But vain desire must ever rend my heart. 
Ah, ruthless Love ! since envious of my hliss. 
Thou must, with cruel pains, pollute my peace, 
SufBc'd it not to give some common wound. 
Which others from tliy various darts have found ? 5^ 

Xe'er midst the human race, or hestial train, 
A female seeks a female's love to gain : 
No damsel's charms attract a damsel's sight. 
Nor hiuds in hinds, iibr lambs in lamhs, delight : 
In aiif" — on earth — ^but one, alas! can prove, 85$ 

And I, alas ! that one so strange a love. 
Thus, loithless powei' ! my wretched &te must show 
A great example of thy rule below. 

Ver. 841. Didever •wretch^ ^.3 Thit comiilaiiitcf FlonlMpiaa 
is cloiely copied from the faMe of Iphis and landie, in Ovid. See Me- 
ttm. But while the poet makes Fkndesinnaeaumerate the «mnatiiral 
loves of Seminunu, Fariphae, and Myrrha,aiid Mmplain of the singo- 
Uii-ity of her own, he seen» endrvly tt> fturget die story «f IfAis and 
IkntSiek 
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The wife of Ninas, by the fanes fir'd. 

To her son's bed with impious lust aspired : 260 

Myrrha her lather lov'd ; the Cretan dame 

A bull deceiv'cjt— -but wilder is mj flame. 

In these the females still the males pursue, 

And each attain'd her wish, if tales be true. 

But here should Dedalus his arts apply, 265 

No art could such a Gordian knot uatie, 

AVhich Nature fram'd to make my passion vain, * 

Nature, whose laws must erery power resti-ain. 

Thus to herself laments the fair distrest, 
Knd feeds eternal anguish in her breast : 3T0 

She rends her locks, she tears her lovely cheeks, 
While on herself a mad revenge she seeks: 
Touch'd with her woe, my pitying sister hears. 
Sighs back her sighs, and answers tears with tears. 
In vain she strives to cure her senseless love, 275 

No words can soothe her, and no reasons move ; 

Ver. S59. Thevdfetflfinust'-'] Sexnirsmis. Ibis name is said to 
liave been given her because she was nourished by doves, wbieh aie 
•0 called in tihe Syrian ttmgue. Many fables are told of her. I^odo- 
rus Sicolus relates, that she was bom ina wood, near the ehy of Asca- 
Ionia ; that her moUier was a reputed goddess, and her fadier a priest ; 
that at her birth she was concealed in a grotto, where the doves, steal- 
ing milk from the shepherds, carried it to the infant. He relates, that 
she was aitorwards brought up by the long's head diepherd, and in 
process of lirae married Nuius, king of Assyria. At his death she 
took upon her the government of the empire, and was fiunous for her 
courage and condufit* She was a princess of the roost abandoned prin- 
ciples i and, in order to conceal her amours, is said to have caused 
every nan to be put to death who partook of her favours. She had 
a son by her husband called Ninus, with whom, some say, she fell in 
love ; and that, upon her solicitation to comply with her impioas 
desires, she was slain by him. Oth^s say, that she married him • and 
in order to cover her guilt, enacted a law, by which it was pennitted 
fbr a mother tomatry her soo. Parcaochi, 
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While 8he« who seeks not comfort but relief. 

Still mourns the more, and sinks from grief to grief. 

The day but little now remain'd to run. 
Bed ia the west appeftr'd the setting sun : 280 

And time requii^<l to seek a port for those 
That would not there in forest wilcls repose ; 
When now the virgin huntress made request. 
For Bradamant beneath her roof to rest. 
My sister, jielding to the dame's consent, SS5 

T(^ther to Marsilius' town they r. ent ; 
Where but for thee, whose aid so timely came. 
These wretched limbs had fed the hungry flame. 
An*iving,'FIorde8piDa to the place, 

My sister welcom'd with a sister's grace ; 290 

Then in a female gai4> her friend array'd. 
That all who saw might know her for a maid : 
And more — she hop'd the cause of her distress 
From error nourish'd by the manlike dress ; 
The dress once chang'd, her fond desire might cease, 295 
And all her .boeom be composed to peace. 
Ah ! how unlike that night the couch they press'd ! 
One soundly loek'd in all-composing rest : 
One waking sigh'd^ or if she clos'd her eyes. 
In broken slumbers flattering visions rise. 300 

She fancies, at her prayer, indulgent Heaven 
To Bratlamant a better sex had given. 
As worn with tedious watch the patient dreams 
(Long parah'd with feverish thirst) of limpid streams, 
And cooling draughts ; so she in sleep enjoys 305 

What all in vain her waking thought employs. 
Sudden she starts, extending round the bed 
Her longing hands ; but finds the blessing fled. 
That night wliat offerings she to Macon vow'd. 
To cvei7 power ! — that for her sake bestow'd 310 
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Some mii-acle, in pitf to her flame. 
Might to a youth transform the virgin dame. 
In vain she praj»— in vain her tear*— her love- 
No Macon hears her, and no powers approve. 
All night she moum*d, till Phoebus from the wave S15 

His locks disclos'd, and light returning gave : 
The light retum'd, from bed the pair aldose. 
Day adding for«e to Flordespina's woes ; 
For Bradamant (whom much it irk'd to prove 
The hapless object of so' vain a love, S^ 

And by her presence more enflame the smart) 
Declared her speedy purpose to depart^ 
But, ere she vent, &ir Flordespina brouglit 
A stately steed, with trappings richly wrought ; 
To these a surcoat jotn'd of costly make 325-^ 

Work'd by her hands, and will'd her, for the sake C 

Of parting love, the precious gifts to take. 3 

And now my sister urg'd her speedy way 
To Mount AlbanOy ere the close (tf day ; 
Where we, her mother and her brethren, flew 330 

With eager joy, her welcome face to view. 
Her helm unlae'd, we saw her tresses shorn, 
Which once in fillets round her head m^re worn ; 
Nor less we wondered o'er her arms to'find 
A surcoat us'd by knights of foreign kind ; S^ 

Her wound received and our^d, her shorten'd hair. 
She told, and how in woods Uie huntress &ir 
Surprised her sleeping ; nor concealed the love 
The virgin proffered in the lonely grove ; 
What pity touch'd her breast, and how the maid 340 

Had to the neighbouring fort her steps convey'd. 
Where in jad state she left the fair to mourn ; 
With all that had befidl'n fall her return. 
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I 

WeU known to me wu Flordespina's name, 
At Sanigozza 1 beheld the dame, 345 

And since in France ; when, not unmov'd, I ^w'd 
Her tparUing eyes, her features rosy hu'd, 
Her neck of snow—^bot cautious I repress'd 
The young deare awakening in my breast ; 
Since hopeless love can never harbour rest. 350^ 

But now such lair oecaaon gave it way. 
My flame reviv'd that long extingnish'd lay. 
liove fram'd the web of hope, and in the loom« 
Prepai'd the texture of my joys to come : 
He taught me with the fair a pleasing part, 355 

To gain the bliss that fires the lover's heart. 
Basy the frauds—my &ce and mien so like 
My sister^s fwm, that each bdiolder strike 
With semblant looks, might well the dame deedve. 
To make her fondly all I wish'd believe. 360 

Awhile I paused— but young and amorous blood 
IiihpeU'd me to embrace the proffered good. 
The mighly secret that employ'd my thought. 
To none 1 told, of none I counsel sought. 
At ni|^t I hastened where the arms were plao'd, 365 

The arms my sister from her fimbs unbrac'd. 
Array'd in these, and mounted on her steed 
I went, nor till the day defen^d my speed : 
AU night I rode till early dawn of day. 
While love and Flordespma led the way : S70' 

Her seat I reach'd, ere from th' ethereal height, 
The sun in briny waves had quench'd his light. 
Each knew the steed I rode, the arms I wore, 
With which my sister left the gate before ; 
And, happy he, who with dispAtehful care, 375 

Fbst brings the tidings to the royal fair ; 

Voi. ni. Y 
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Who from tbe prineel/ dame ean bear afwaj^ 
Such tluinks and gifts as fits a qaeen to pay. 

Soon Flordespina came, with eager pae^ 
The smile of transport brightening in her face ; StO 

And flew to meet noe with a warm embmee. 
Around my neck her milk-white arms she threw^ 
And kissM my Hps as to my breast she grew. 
Tliink at the time if Lore employed his dart^ 
And drove the thrilling weapon to my heart 885 

My hand she seiz'd, nor sought the menial aid 
Of page or dame, but to her room convcy*d. 
Her steps I foUow'd : there, with eager haste. 
Herself from helm to spur my arms milae'd. 
A garment, late her own, she took, and drest 390 

My youthful members in a Female -vest. 
Of artful work, with costlj labour crown'd ; 
And in a golden eaul m^ hair she bounds » 

My eyes I govem'd iike a bashful maid, 
Nor look, nor voiee, my maaly sex betray'd. J95 

And now she brought me to a stately ludl, 
Where knights and gallant dames, assembled all. 
Received us entering, and such honours paid. 
As suit the rank of queen or princely maid! 
In secret oft I smiPd, i^hen I beheld 400 

The courtly youths, by soft desire impell'd, 
With wanton glances meet my bashful eyes; 
Nor know what luz^'d beneath my coy disguise. 

'Twas late ; and now remoy*d the festiTe board. 
With eveiy viand of the season stor'd, 405 

The princely maid, by fond affection led. 
That night received me to partake her bed. 
The train of pages gone, with all the state 
Of dames and maids aeeustomM there to wait^ 
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We, both despoU'd of vests, togiether lay, 410 

With torches flamiog like the beams of day. 

Then thus — ^Be not surpris'd, O lovely maid ! 
To find your guest so soon retom'd (I said ;) 
When you, perchance, believ'd me wandering far. 
And hop'd to see me— Heaven knew when or where \ 415 
First learn the cause I left you thus to mourn. 
Then learn the cause of my uulook'd return. 
Could my long dwelliog here, O gentle dame ! 
Have quench'd the sparks of your unhappy flame, 
Nt^'er had I left your roof, by night or day, 420 

BU«t in your sight to wear my life away. 
But since my presence more inflam'd your giiefj 
I deem'd my absence best could yield relief. 
Chance led my travel from the beaten road 
Through the deep mazes of a tangled wood, &S 

Where loud resounding from the neighbouring shade^. 
I heard a female voice that call'd for aid : 
I ran, and close behind a crystal brook. 
Beheld a fawn, that in his meshes took 
A naked damsel from the stream, and stood "430 

Frepar'd to make the prey his living food. 
I saw, and instant flew with sword in hand^ 
By force his cruel purpose to withstand. 
The impious fisher> of his hfe bereft. 
She to the stream retttmM which late she left. 435 

Thou hast not given me akt (she cries) in vain, 
Ask what thou wilt, and» what thou ask'st, obtain. 
A watery nymph am J, and here reskle. 
Beneath the surfiice of this limpid tide. 
All miracles are min^-rmy power can force 440 

The elements, and alter Nature's course : 
Drawn by my voice, the moon her sphere forsakes^ 
Fire turns to ice, and4ur a body takes : 
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And oikt by aiinple wordsy my pov«r I prove 

To stop the sun, the solid earth to move. 445 

Now fix thy choice — and at thy ch(»ce receive 

What fits thee best to ask, and me to give. 

So proffered die ; but I no wealth desir'dy 
Nor rale, nor Unds, nor o'er mankind aspir'd 
To rise in knowledge, or in arts excel ; i50 

Or gain a victor^s name by warring well : 
I only wish'd some healing balm to findy 
To cure the longing of thy love-sick mind; 
HJTor more presumed to speak, her wisdom besf; 
Could point the means— to her I left the rest. 455 

Scarce had I ended, when beneath the tide 
Once more she plunged, nor to my words reply'd ; 
But in my face the sprinkling waters threw 4 
And scattered o'ei* my limbs the magic dew. 
When (strange to tell) I felt through all my frame ^60 ^ 
Unheard of change ! my sex no more the same. 
And from a woman I a man became. 
To ease thy doubt — ^the certain proof receive 
Of what, untry'd, thy thoughts could ne'er believe. 
As in my former sex, so boast I still 415 

To thee devoted all my power and wilL 
Then task them both--for ever shall they prate 
Henceforth the slaves of Flordespina** lof e. 

Thus I-— and gently now her hand 1 seise. 
To soothe her hopes, and eveiy doubt appeaae. 470 

Grant Heaven ! (shecry'd) if sleep sncfa dreams ean make^ 
I iftill may sleep, and never more awake. 

Va,472m~-nevertmreawake.2 TwoGeendauti^anaMcf dieorif^ 
inal are here omitted in the tranalatiani, ani woe o^punged hy ihi 
poet ikom ft printed topy in hit poiieaioi^puhlUwdiaihe jtarlMt 
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::Between ug two, from all secnrety kept, 
A'tbw short months th' important secret sl^il. 
But soon (how fleet is blias !} oar \ove00HT^y ^'^^ 

Some spy the tidings to the king ^onV^d. 
My doom was seal'd — and tlum^^kose noble hand 
Redeem'd my life ^m yqi|[|K^tIe8s hand, 
Beheldst me sentenc'd on. tKe Maying pyre. 
My crime to enpSate in eotiwiming fire. ^ 480 

ThusRiclftrdettotoRogerotoU. w/y.'. 

• The^e of liv9^hU<>-thr6ugh the 11^ t]^ Ikdi^ ' T 
I Their j^^kry i^oorse, and gain a rising ifKjuu^^ 
\ With peuftBt rocks a^d oaves encompaas^ii round. 
\ ^ Q|ffiiq^,%£tay p4di before diem lay, 485 

I Mjtfd up ife igSKl^ntain led their weary^y, 
\ V^^here JferisiBal^ a'^ttately castle, stands, 
y yniich J^digiev, of^Hormont's race, commands. 
Thoogjb basely •born,'^c^, Buovo's off^ 

I in Malagigi ^nd ^ . ^ 490 




i this copy in the hanUs of GaiasBO AriaMo, the brothet 
» aad it is certain, by a letter from Galasso to Peter Bem- 
), had he lired, meant to have revised this edition, and 
10 Itey i|yea another with his last eorrections and improvements ; in 
vfaiehjit is highly ^x>bable, that most of, if notall, diese exceptiooar 
hie parts wooki have been totally changed or omitted. 

Ver« 48 L Thu9 JHchanktto to Xogerotobt, &€,"] This aeeouni of 
noideqpfaia's love for Bradamant is continoed from Boyaido. Some 
readers may probably wish that oar poet had made the coneludon 
hazier for Flordespina, but it may be alleged, that the mannefs of 
this princess not exhibatins a patterp <rf'ibraale modesty, she has less 
daim to the'sympathy of the rtadct, or the attention of the poef ; and, 
perhaps, % kind of moral may bededuoed, if we conndar her being 
totally forsaken by Riehardetto, as a puniahment fbr her breach of 
«hastity. 

Y 2 «^ 
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A brother's name : but credit noltbetOQgae 

That speaks Us lawliil birlh horn Genod sproDf. 

IVhate'er his sure^ the youlb ef generoiw strains 

Was prudent, liberal, oooiCeons, and hunane ; 

And night or day, what«hance ini|^ e'er befidl, 495 

He vatch'd with eare his Imr'd fratemal valL 

His kinsman, Richardetto^ in the pbce 

Dne weieome met, nor less the couteooa gne^ 

For Riehardetto's sake, Rogero prov'd, 

A kinsman dear by Aldiger belov'd ; 800 

Though nov his guestohe met not vith that air 

Of cheerful greethig he was wont to wear. 

But pensJTe came : that day were tidhiga hronghl^ 

Which fiU'd his faoe widi grie^ hk breait widi thought 

Instead of glsd salute, with hwy look, SOS 

Young Richardetto first he thus bespoke. 

AUs! my kinsttian-*-^ear me now disclose 
Unwelcome newi^ to speak our kindred's woes. 
Know Bertolagi, sprung of ru^Iess seed. 
Has with Lanfusa, ruthless dame ! agreed ^IQ 

tATge wealth, in sums of countless gold to pay. 
For which oar captive bre^hi^ to eonvey^ 
Vivian and Malagigi, to the han^ 
Of Bertolagi, and his impious band. 
E'er since the thne Fenrau sididu'd in fight 5tLS 

Our kiusmto, has she ke^Ml each helpless kniji^ 
In the drear confines of a dariuome cell, 
TBI this dire compact which I loath to tell. 

Ver. 492. -//wn Gerard iprung—"} Oenuda, a yoi^ger farodicjr of 
iMnon and Buov<^ (See iiote to Bocrii: xxm.) and by what Ariostp here 
aay«, it should seem that some author bad made AUiger the legituoMfe 
fon of Gerard, 

Ver. 510. Has w'^t Lqiffusa—^ Lanfun, the mither of F^rrau. 
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T^'inorrow'B nm the priaoiier% vidi a guards 

He sends to BerColagiy when prepared, 5^ 

Near fiur Bajrona, he with gifts of cost 

Shall bay the dearest blood that France can boatit. 

To oar Bhialdo on a swift-lbot 8tee4 

The news I sent, but muofa I fear oajhykeed 

Reqoh>e8 that speedy faceoor firoia his swerd, 525 

The length of way forUds him to aSbrd. 

Ko force have I to lead against the foe ; 

My will is prompt^ but, ah ! my means are dow. 

Then, whither diall I torn, what method tiy ? 

If in his hands they fail, they surely die. .530 

111 Richardetto this adviae recetT'd, 
Which* griefing him, no less Rogero griev'd : 
lie saw, where both in pensive silence stood, 
Opprest wHh evil chance, despairing good ; 
Then dauntless thn»— Compose each anxious hreigt* SS5 
With me alone this enterprise shall rest ; 
Against a thousand weapons shall you see. 
Mine boldly drawn to set your brethren free : 
My single arm the Pagan bands diaU face; 
Give but a guide to lead to yoader pbtee, 540 

Where such a compact threats your wretohed race, 
i^oon shall the battle's tumult reach your ear. 
Though distant, each the cries or groans shall hear. 
Of those that bax|;ain for «a<^ wretohed thrall. 
Of those that fly me, or of those that fall. 545 

Thus he ; and what he spoke one warrior knew 
By proof late seen, his deeds might well make true ; 
While one scarce heard, or heard but as the words 
Of those, whose boasting little hope affiirds. 
But Bichardetto him aside address'd, 550 

And told how late his life, Ifhen Sfore distre^s'd, 
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Rogero ttVd, and well he knew his deed • 

On fit occaaOQ would his ipeeeh exceed. 

At this good Aldiger with slter'd mind. 

To do him reverence every thought mdin'd ; 5S5 

And, at his table plae'd, where Plenty poar'd 

Her well fiUM hom ; he honour'd as his lord. 

And now the knights and nohle yoath agree. 

Without more aid the captive pair to free. 

The hour approach'd, when sleep prepar'd to elose 560 
The eyes of lords and knights.in soft repose. 
All, save Rogero^s ; in whose anxioas breast 
Corroding thought repeU'd approaching rest 
The siege of Agramtnt, which late he heard, 
Engross'd his thoughts ; he knew each houv deferr'd 56S 
To join his lord, must sully his &ir &me ; 
Nor could he, but with deepest sense of shame. 
Assist his sovereign's fbes, and own the Christian name. 
Hn change of faith at other times had prov'd 
A mind sincere, by pure religion mo/d, 570 

But now, when Agramant, in state distrest, 
Requir'd his arm, might -rather spedc him prest f 
With dastard fear, than urg'd by force of truth : 
While these reflexJkms pun the generous youth,^ 
He dares not yet to Agramant depart, ^' 575 

Without her leave, the sovereign of his heart. - 
Each thought by (urns his dubious bosom swayjpr^ 
Kow this prevuls, and now more lightly weighs. 
Once had he hop'd, but vainly hop'd, to meet *s^ 
Ifis Bradamant at Flordespina*s seat, 580 

Which with the guiding &ir and martial miud,* 
He lately tonght in Riohardettp's aid. 
And now he calls to mind his first deign, 
At Yallambrosa's wall^his love to join^ 
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His -virgin love, who there mig^t well expect $85 

His aig^t in vam, Hud Uame his slow negleet. 

His thoughts thus ohaopng, neyer at a stay. 

He fizM at lengdiy by letter to eoovey 

His secret soul ; thoQghdoobtffd yet whose eare 

M%mo her hand the gentle message bear ; 590 

Yet trusts that chance would on his way provide 

A messenger, id whom he might confide. 

He quits his bed— and pens and lig^t demfufkda : 
The ready pages^ with offioious hands^ 
Each need 8upply--and first, as lovers use, S95 

He greets her fair, then greets th' miwelcome news. 
He bids her thinlc, on him what shame must wait. 
Should death or bondage be his sovere^'s &te : 
That unce he hop'd her husband's name to gain, 
ISo slightest blemish must his honour stain : 600 

As nought impure must her pure love enjoy. 
Whose soul was troth, refin'd from all alk^. 
If e'er he wish'd to purchase yirtuoos feme, 
. Or wish'd, when purchas'd, to preserve the claim, 
What must he now, when she, his future wife, 605 

WxHild share with him in each event of life ? 

Vcr. 593. Be qvitsMs ked— and pens and Ught, ^.] 
Tlie Italian. 

salts deUe lauiiH', 

1^ & dar curUj ipchiSMro) pemia e IttiDe 

literally, 
............^....M. He leaps from his bed, 

And causes paper,ink,peiis,aiMla Uglit tobegifrn Idai. 
Theae fioniliar passages eaimot well be rendered in our language^ 
•nd it b surely diffieuk to convey, in any inieraKle mann^t, die ^u* 
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Wkh him in weal <r woe be ever joiii'dy 

Two bodies tink'd hj one informing mind ? 

And as he oft had vow'd, he thus onee more 

His vows eonfirm'd ; the fitted season o'er, 610 

For which he to his lord must keep unstain'd 

His loyal truth; he then, if fife remsdn'd, • 

By every proof would all her fears relieve. 

And Christian faith with open rites receive ; 

And from her sire, her brother, all her train 615 

Of kindred friends, her hand in marriage gain. 

First will I raise (he said) with thy consent. 

The siege by which my sovereign lord is pent. 

Lest men should say, while Agramant maintain'd 

His prosperous state, Rogero firm remained } 62& 

But now, for Charles, «nee Fortune changes hands. 

He spreads his standard with the victors' bands. 

Some thiice five days, or twenty, let me prov^ 

My force, my monRrch's danger to remove. 

Then will I frame a just excuse, to take 625 

My leave of Agramant-^for honour^s sake, 

I ask no more, and all my future life 

I give to thee, my mistress and my wife. 

Id phrasij like this, Rogero painted well 
His secret thoughts, which scarce the Muse oan teU ; 630 
Nor stay'd his pen, till words, fast flowing o'er, 
The love-directed page could hold np more. 
The letter ending here, the lines he scal'd. 
And sealing, in his careful bosom held, 
Jn hopes some friend, ere one revolving day, 635 

Might to her hand the gentle charge oonvey . 



Ver.09A^ Jn pknueUkethu^&c."} Spemerhasinlitoei) 
CKoducud a letter intoluc poem, upoo which Mr, Upton cbBervet, 
(f SpeJVtT has DOC the authorit7 of Homer and Virgil for introducing 
an epistle in bis epic poem, but he has the auth<Mity of Axiosto," 
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The letter clqsM, he elos'd in slumher deep. 
His hea^y Uds o'er-'watch'd-^the Pcywer of Sleep 
Stood ttear his eoach, and o'er his members threv 
The peaceful drops of Lethe's silent dew. 640 

He slept, till in the east a breaking olood. 
With blended hnes of -white and purple glow'd ; 
Whence flowers were strow'd o'er all the smiling skies. 
And, thron'd in gold, the mom began to rise. 

When now the birds from ererj verdant spray, 645 
With early music hail'd the new-bom day. 
Good Aldiger (Rogero thence to lead. 
With Richardetto, where their venturous deed 
Must set the brethren free from captive bands, 
Condemn'd to impious Bertolagi's hands) 6ffO ' 

Was first on foot ; and with him either guest 
Who heard the summons, left bis downy rest. 
Now cloth'd with temper'd steel, in meet array, 
Rogero, with the kinsmen took his way< 

Oft had Rogero pray'd, but pray*d in vain, 655 

His single arm might that day's glory gain ; 
The two, through ardoiur in their kinsmen's cause 
To join his arms, and^rg'd by honour's laws, 
Like rocks unrao^'d, refus'd to him to yield 
Alone the danger of so brave a field. 660 

The hour approach'd, when either Pagan train 
Prepar'd to brhig each ear, atnd loaded wain, 
With Malagigi, Vivian, and the gold 
For which the wretched chiefs were bought and sold. < 
The warriors reach'd the place : a field that lay, . 665 
Of wide extent, expos'd to Phoebuft' ray : 
No laurel there, no myrtle's fragrant wood, 
!Nror oak, nor elm, nor lofty cypress stood ; 
But Ihoms and brambles choak'd the barren soil, 
Tliat f(;lt no Ijyide, nor own'd the plQughmWs toil 670 
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The three bold ohampioiis ehecVd their coursers' r&n. 

Where streteh'd a path extending o'er the plain ; 

When drawing nigh, a warrior they behold, 

Array'd in costly arms that flam'd with gold. 

In whose fidr shield of viyid green, appears 675 

The wondrooa bird that lives a thousand years. 

1 

Here cease, my lord, while thus the book I dose, | 

And, pausing here, entreiU: awhile repose. l 
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